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INTERAMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS NETWORK (RIAC)

www.riacnet.org
www.riacreport.org



REMCYT and COMCYT

The Meeting of Ministers and High 
Authorities in Science and Technology 
(REMCYT)

The Inter-American Committee on 
Science and Technology (COMCYT)



Innovation in Developing Countries

• ‐Investment in R&D below 0.6 % of GDP [Developed 
countries 2‐3%]

• ‐Investment concentrated in public sector (up to 80%) 
and in public universities

• ‐Mostly basic research, academic objectives (important 
but not sufficient)

• ‐Science, Technology and MARKET, evolve from basic, 
applied to market oriented development



Guatemala

WEF Innovation Ranking 2012-
2013: 83

Quality of Research Institutions 
106

Capacity to Innovate: 67

Patents PCT: 76 
(WEF 2012)



The Case of Mexico
14ª World Economy (IMF 2011) 

10º (OMC 2011)

WEF Innovation Ranking 2012-
2013: 56

Quality of Research Institutions 49

Capacity to Innovate: 75

Patents PCT: 58 
(WEF 2012)



Output/Patent Gap

14,055 Total Applications Mexico in 
2011
1,065 Mexican Residents  (IMPI 2011)

11,045 Total granted in Mexico 2011
245 to Mexican Residents (IMPI 2011)

USPTO/2010

Total Applications 2010: 490,226
US Residents 241,977 MX 295  BRA 568   Rest of LAC 408

Total Patents Granted 2010: 219,614
U.S. Residents 107,792       MX 101     BRA 175  Rest of LAC 120

Source USPTO/WIPO (2012)



Tech. Transfer 2014

• Regional Public Policy Dialogue
– Innovation
– Competitiveness
– Support MSMEs

• Basic IP Applied IP
– Technology Transfer
– Entrepreneurship High Impact SMEs 
(Incubation/Acceleration)



International Trade Competitiveness

• Trends
• Seeking to Capture Intengible Value or 

Value-Added
• High growth of goods and services with high 

intangible value as a percentage of 
international trade

• Product niches and high consumer standards
• Our Products and Services? Place in the value 

chain?



Technology Transfer and Innovation

• Many factors play a role, including:
• Strong Research Base
• Legal and Policy Framework
• Culture of Innovation
• Tech Transfer Infrastructure
• Business Development Network

• Alan Bennett, U.C. Davis
• Just one way to promote innovation, connect 

research to market
• IP is a means to appropriate, negotiate and monetize 

knowledge and intangible assets



RIAC TFIE Recommendations



Canada and United States



LAC Innovation‐Entrepreneurship





Trade Agreements and TT



Exchange of Experiences



Exchange of Experiences



Exchange of Experiences



Experiences on ENERGY, Principle 10





ACE MEXICO



“Technology Transfer and 
Commercialization  Academy for 
the Americas”

Objective

• Develop highly qualified human
resources on technology transfer
and commercialization -- ideas from
the lab to marketplace.

• Increase cooperation, experiences,
and sharing cases of
success/failure in an international
context.



Program Dynamics
• Two-week advanced training led by

multidisciplinary international top
level professionals with extensive
practical experience

• Working groups organized with 5
participants from different countries
evaluated 6 technologies presented
covering all the steps of the
commercialization process.

• Site visits to agricultural and
aquaculture sector companies,
resulting from CIBNOR’s
technology transfer process



Program 
Topics 

• Intellectual Property

• FTO/Clusters in
technology transfer

• Entrepreneurship

• Technology-based
Business Creation

• Risk Capital and Fund
Management

• Business Incubation /
Financial and
Economical
Assessment

• Technology
A t d

Impact: 32 Graduates 
of 9 Countries



INSTITUTIONS AND UNIVERSITIES CA/MEX



Impact 2013 : 32 
Graduates of 9 
Countries

Impact 2014: 40 
Graduates of 15 
Countries

TTO Network -- Train The 
Trainers 



Licensing Academy: 
Intellectual Property and Technology Commercialization™ 

4 programs to date 
(2011 – 2014) with 100+ 
participants from 30+ 

countries.

“Very educational program, one of 
the best ever taken.   All aspects 
were very well thought out and 
combined; academics, logistics, 
social…..”

“Overall it was a good programme
with the right experts giving the 
talks.”

“Course was great from both 
professional and personal point of 
view…”

Future Courses

Mexico
November 4 – 17, 2013 

Centro de Investigaciones Biológicas del Noroeste, S.C. (CIBNOR),  
La Paz Baja California, México

United States
June 2 – 13, 2014

University of California, Davis California

*A limited number of scholarships are available through OAS and PIPRA
For more information, please go to: www.pipra.org





National Quality Infrastructure

ACTION PLAN OF PANAMA

OAS Regional Fund 
Quality Infrastructure for 
Biodiversity and Climate 
Protection in Latin America 
and the Caribbean



Courtesy Prof. Alan Bennett, PIPRA UC DAVIS

UNITED STATES PRE-1980



LAC 2004?



ALC 2014?



Elements of regional innovation agendas 

1) Incentives
2) Clear Rules
3) Colaboration
4) Benchmarks and Indicators to measure results
5) Diversify opportunities and risks 
6) Strategy to prioritize objectives 
7) Capacity to manage IP and Tech Transfer

VISION + STRATEGY
INNOVATION + COMPETITIVENESS



Cesar Parga
Departament of Economic and Social Development

Organization of American States (OAS)

cparga@oas.org


