


What does ‘distributed’ mean? 

-Term used inconsistently in the literature 

-Generally:  Larger than off-grid, smaller than  centralized 

- Can be free-standing or tied to a centralized grid 

 



Distributed and Centralized  

-Determining optimal mix is a complex problem 

-Costs reasonably well understood; social and environmental 

issues less so  



-Vary widely in market maturity, fuel needs, variability, and other 

variables  

-PV: significant recent module price drops -> larger proportion of local 

content 
 

 

 

What are the distributed technologies? 



-Literature review: recent (post-2010) evaluations of field experience 

with distributed renewables 

   

-Emphasize developing country literature.   

 

-Extract/summarize: 

• Barriers 

• Enabling Environments 

• Policy Issues and Options 
 

 

 

 

Methodology for our report 



Perspectives/concerns vary by 

stakeholder 



Enabling Environments 

 

• Engage utilities as essential partners rather than opponents 

• Leverage peer influences and personal networks within the 

community 

• Standardize technologies and business practices 

• Reduce perceived risk for investors and system owners 

• Allow for innovative finance  

• Offer sufficient financial incentives to attract private-sector 

investment  

• Provide for system O&M 



Policy issues and options 

• Balance financial innovation and regulation 

• Rethink public and private roles in electricity 

• Reassess the utility role 

• Rethink fossil fuel subsidies  

• Derisk to attract private sector investment 

• Limit policy uncertainty 

• Build in-country capabilities 



 

Earthrise, 1968 


