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White Paper on Science & Technology, RSA, 1996

White Paper on Science, Technology & Innovation, RSA, 2019



The NSI-RSA
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1996

2008

2002

2022

2019

White Paper on Science & Technology
• Put forward concept of NSI

National Research & Development Strategy
• Department of Science & Technology (DST) established
• Basis for NSI

Ten‐Year Innovation Plan
• Response to OECD review of NSI
• Intellectual Property Rights Act
• Establishment of Technology Innovation Agency
• Establishment of South African National Space Agency

White Paper on Science, Technology & Innovation
• Name change from DST to Department of Science & Innovation (DSI)

Science, Technology & Innovation Decadal Plan
• Climate Change & Sustainability Societal Grand Challenge
• Future of Society Societal Grand Challenge
• Future‐proof Education & Skills Societal Grand Challenge

Industry 
/ 

Business



The RSA NSI – 1996-2016
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The Regional Innovation Support Programme & Sector Innovation Fund

Increased investment in RDI
Industry co‐funding: R107m
DSI Investment: R182m

RISP SIF



Improvements to the NSI
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Structures for Consultation & Decision 
making 

Science & Innovation 
Presidential 

Council/Plenary:
Government, Business, 

Academia & Civil Society

Science & 
Innovation 

IMC: 
Government

TC

Topics/Contents of Consultations & 
Decisions

Science & Innovation 
Compact on: 

• RDI Plans
• Entrepreneurial Culture
• Education & Skills
• Public Procurement of 
locally developed 
technologies 

• IP Leakage
• Government as enabler of 
innovation 

• Innovation for a competent 
state

• ETC
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