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The Warsaw International Mechanism & its functions

The Warsaw International Mechanism is the main vehicle under the 

Convention to address loss and damage associated with climate 

change impacts in developing countries that are particularly 

vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, in a 
comprehensive, integrated and coherent manner. 
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The Executive Committee & its technical arms

The Executive Committee (Excom) guides the implementation of the 

functions of the Warsaw International Mechanism through its workplan. 

The Excom comprises 20 members from Parties to the Convention. 
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Action Area 6 of the initial 2-year workplan of the Excom:

‘Enhance the understanding of and expertise on how 

the impacts of climate change are affecting patterns of 

migration, displacement and human mobility; and the 

application of such understanding and expertise’.

69 sets of inputs from more than 30 experts 

and organizations on “knowledge, data and 

scientific information on internal and cross-border 

migration, displacement and other forms of human 

mobility”

Technical meeting on migration,

displacement and human mobility, hosted by IOM 

in July 2016 in Casablanca, Morocco, produced 3 

sets of synthesis information and recommendations 
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Relevant work of the Executive Committee



Mandate of the Task Force on Displacement

Complement, draw upon the work of and involve, as 

appropriate, existing bodies and expert groups under the 

Convention including the Adaptation Committee and the 

LDC Expert Group, as well as relevant organizations and 

expert bodies outside the Convention, to develop 

recommendations for integrated approaches to avert, 

minimize and address displacement related to the adverse 

impacts of climate change

(Decision 1/CP.21, paragraph 49, 
ToRs, paragraph 5)

6



ToR: Scope of work of the Task Force 
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(ToRs, paragraph 6)



ToR: Target audiences for the recommendations

Target audiences for the recommendations can include, 

but do not need to be limited to:

• the Executive Committee, 

• the Parties, 

• governments, 

• regional organizations, 

• practitioners, 

• civil society, 

• technical and scientific communities.
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(ToRs, paragraph 9)



ToR: Mode of work & reporting of the Task Force

Mode of work of the Task Force:

o Primarily electronic modality

o In‐person meetings, as deemed necessary

The Task Force reports:

o To the Excom, on a regular basis, through its co-facilitators, at the  

meetings of the Excom  

 Progress related to the work of the Task Force will be captured in the 

report of the Excom
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(ToRs, paragraphs 18–20)



ToR: Mandate for the first meeting of the Task Force

To prepare its draft workplan, including a list of 

activities, associated deliverables and 

respective timelines, 

subject to review and approval by the Excom 

and prior to implementation of workplan by the 

Task Force.
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(ToRs, paragraph 8)



Timeline
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For further information 

on loss and damage under the UNFCCC

Visit www.unfccc.int/6056

Thank you!


