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BACKGROUND
The NAMA SD Framework is a timely 
contribution with two historic international 
agreements expected to be concluded 
in 2015: the UN post-2015 development 
agenda, encompassing 17 global 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and a new agreement on climate change 
under the auspices of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). 

The framework is developed by the UNEP 
DTU Partnership (UDP) in collaboration 
with the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD) supported 

by the UNFCCC Secretariat and the 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) in the context of the NAMA 
Partnership working group on sustainable 
development.

Methodologically the framework is based 
on a literature review, a stakeholder 
survey, interviews and consultations with 
NAMA practitioners. The usefulness of SD 
and climate change tools and approaches 
are analysed in meeting the needs and 
expectations of NAMA practitioners 
to inform the design of the NAMA SD 
Framework.

Air
SOx, NOx, GHG
Odor, Dust, SPM, Fly ash
Noise

Land
Compost 
Manure nutrient and other fertilizer
Soil erosion, Salinization, Acidification
Minimum tillage
End of life pollution
Change access/lost access to land
Other

Water
Waste water
Leaks & diesel dumping 
Drinking water quality
Water extraction rate
Conservation
Supply, water access
Ecological state
Purification
Other

Natural Resources
Minerals
Species diversity
Plant life
Land cover change 
Other

Jobs
Long term jobs
Short term jobs
Sources of income
Other

Health and Safety
Accidents
Crime
Diseases
Number of hospital visits 
Sanitation
Food safety
Indoor air pollution
No child labour
Other

Education
Green development related training
Educational services for different groups
Project related knowledge circulation
Other

Welfare
Traffic congestion
Commuting times
Income/asset distribution
Women empowerment
Municipal revenue
Rural upliftment
Energy security
Other

Growth
Investment
Industrial/commercial activities
Economic growth/higher income
Quality of life
Increased tax base 
Infrastructure
Production cost
Productivity 
Other

Energy
Coverage/availability of supply
Access
Reliability, affordability
Other

Technology
Imported technology
Local technology
Adaptation and viability in local area
Other

Balance of payments
Dependency on foreign sources of energy
Amount of energy produced from clean 
renewable sources
Decrease in risk of political conflicts
Economic savings for the government
Reduction in energy subsidies
Other

Capacity Building
Land titling processes
Mapping of natural resources and renewable 
energy potential
Development of competitive procedures
Workshops and trainings
A technical help desk for project developers 
and other stakeholders
Other

Policy & Planning
Policy Framework for Sustainable, Low-carbon 
Urban Transport
Comprehensive Urban Low carbon Mobility 
Plans
Other

Domestic MRV System
Sub-national reference levels and MRV systems 
Platform for the Generation and Trading of 
Forest Carbon Credits
Other

Laws & Regulation
Tariff reform
Compliance with laws and regulation on
Promoting and regulating production, sale and 
use of biofuels and biomass
Decrees for tax benefits for renewable energy 
projects
Conditions for competitive process for 
incorporation of new plants
Other
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OBJECTIVE
The sustainable development (SD) framework for Nationally  

Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) aims to evaluate the SD  
impacts of mitigation policies and actions at any stage of NAMA  

implementation (ex-ante and/or ex-post). 

NAMA SD Taxonomy

The NAMA SD Framework
Steps Element Description

A
: E

x-
A

nt
e 

A
ss

es
sm

en
t 1. SD criteria & indicators Identify and describe SD impacts - using the CDM SD taxonomy with one new dimension

2. Transformational change Indicators of the processes of change for a paradigm shift to low carbon and sustainable development

3. Quantification & Monetization Units of measurement to track SD impacts towards SD goals are identified and methods to estimate their monetary value are 

applied
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4. Alignment with SD goals SD impact analysis and contribution to SD goals at global, national, and other relevant levels

5. Stakeholder Participation Guidelines for stakeholder involvement throughout NAMA design 

6. No-Harm Safeguards Compliance with no-harm safeguards to avoid or mitigate negative impacts
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7. Monitoring & Reporting Develop a monitoring plan; How are indicators monitored, by whom, how often? Describe quality assurance procedures. 

Report the monitoring data to relevant stakeholders at regular intervals.

8. Verification Independent review of methods and data shall be provided when needed to ensure SD impacts are credible and transparent

9. Certification Public, private or civil society players may want to define standards for certification of units of GHG reductions with SD 

impacts


