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Reference: MTP/O/ISCP/COP 31 

/President-Designate 

  

  

MESSAGE TO PARTIES AND OBSERVER STATES 

AND OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS  

 

Appointment of the President-Designate for COP 31/CMP 21/CMA 8 

 

Further to a communication received by the secretariat on 21 January 2026 from the Republic of 

Türkiye, I wish to inform Parties and observer States to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol, and the Paris Agreement, United Nations and related 

organizations, specialized agencies and admitted observer organizations that His Excellency,  

Mr. Murat Kurum, Minister of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change of the Republic of 

Türkiye, has been appointed as President-Designate for the Conference of the Parties at its thirty-first 

session, the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol at its 

twenty-first session and the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris 

Agreement at its eighth session (COP 31/CMP 21/CMA 8), to be held in Antalya, Türkiye from  

9 to 20 November 2026.  

 

As stated in the communication from the Republic of Türkiye, “This designation constitutes a concrete 

demonstration of Türkiye's sense of responsibility at the global level in addressing climate change, its 

constructive leadership approach, and its strong commitment to the multilateral climate regime”.   

As we work towards a successful COP 31, I reaffirm the UNFCCC secretariat’s full commitment to 

supporting the COP 31 Presidency and to work closely with His Excellency, Mr. Murat Kurum 

throughout 2026. I call on all Parties to engage in a spirit of unity and shared purpose, and to extend 

their full cooperation to His Excellency, Mr. Murat Kurum, so that together, we can deliver 

transformative and ambitious outcomes at COP 31 that enhances ambition and implementation of the 

global response to the threat of climate change. 

 Yours sincerely,  

 (signed by) 

 

 Simon Stiell 

Distribution: To Parties and observer States through their national focal points and diplomatic missions 

accredited to the Federal Republic of Germany, as well as United Nations system and specialized 

agencies and other relevant organizations, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 

admitted as observers. 

 


