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Annex

[English only]

Survey on identification of technical problems and
constraints affecting non-Annex I Parties in the process
of preparation of their national communications

and assessment of capacity-building needs

1. The survey entitled “Collection of information on problems related to the
sustainability of the national communication process and the maintenance of national
technical teams for the preparation of national communications, including greenhouse gas
inventories, on a continuous basis” was sent to UNFCCC national focal points and/or
coordinators of national communications of Parties not included in Annex I to the
Convention (non-Annex I Parties) and multilateral and bilateral agencies supporting the
national communication process. In responding to the survey, Parties either coordinated the
inputs of the different agencies or circulated the survey among the experts in their country
for them to respond individually. The survey was conducted between July and December
2010. A total of 39 non-Annex I Parties responded to the survey, representing 25.5 per cent
of the total non-Annex I Parties. The following is the regional breakdown: 15 from Africa,
11 from Asia, four from Eastern Europe and nine from Latin America and the Caribbean.

2. The survey has four parts:

(a) Part 1: Background Information: asks about you and your role in preparing
your country’s national communication or in helping non-Annex I Parties in the preparation
of their national communications;

(b) Part 2: Institutional Concerns and Solutions: asks you to describe
institutional constraints that you face in ensuring the sustainability of your national
communication process over time and in maintaining a consistent national technical team to
prepare your national communication;

(c) Part 3: Financial Concerns and Solutions: asks you to describe financial and
funding constraints that you face in ensuring the sustainability of your national
communication process over time and in maintaining a consistent national technical team to
prepare your national communication;

(d) Part 4: Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory Software: asks for information
that will assist the UNFCCC in improving its existing GHG inventory software and to
enable the UNFCCC to contact you for feedback about a prototype version of the software
that it is currently developing.

Background information

1. Please indicate the type of organization you represent:

(a) Non-Annex I Party country;
(b) Multilateral or bilateral organization that provides national communication
support to non-Annex I Party(s) (Please skip to question number 7).

2. Please provide the following information about yourself:

(a) Your country name;

(b) Your name;

(c) Your job title;

(d) Your organization name;
(e) Your office name;

GE.11-61458
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® Your phone number;
(g)  Your email address.

3. Is there a Project Coordinator for your country’s national communication?
(a) Yes, I am Project Coordinator
(b) Yes, someone else is Project Coordinator (Please provide name)
(c) No, we do not have a Project Coordinator
4.  What is your role in preparing the national communication?
5. Please indicate which national communications your country has completed (Check
all that apply)
(a) First national communication;
(b) Second national communication;
(©) Third national communication;
(d) Fourth national communication;
(e) Have not completed a national communication.
6. Please indicate if your country is in the process of preparing a national communication
(a) First national communication;
(b) Second national communication;
(© Third national communication;
(d) Fourth national communication.
(e) We are not currently working on a national communication (Please skip to Part
2).
7.  Please provide the following information about yourself:
(a) Your name;
(b) Your job title;
(c) Your organization name;
(d) Your office name;
(e) Your phone number;
® Your email address.
8. What non-Annex I country(s) have you worked with to help prepare their national
communications?
9. What type of support do you provide to non-Annex I Parties relating to their national

communications? (Check all that apply)

10.

(a) Technical support;

(b) Administrative and/or institutional support;
(c) Financial advice;

(d) Other.

Please use this box to provide more detail about the ways you support non-Annex I

countries in preparing their national communications.

11.

Which sections and/or tasks related to the national communications do you provide

assistance on? (Check all that apply)

(a) Preparation of the Executive Summary;
(b) Other information considered relevant to the achievement of the objective of

the Convention;

(©) National circumstances;
(d) Constraints and gaps, and related financial, technical, and capacity needs;
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I1.

(e) National GHG inventory;

§3) National communication submission;

(2) Programmes containing measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to climate
change;

(h) Preparation of project proposal for funding;

(1) Programmes containing measures to mitigate climate change.

12.  When working with non-Annex I Parties on their national communications, with
whom do you typically work? (Check all that apply)

(a) Project Coordinator for national communication;
(b) Project technical staff;

(c) Project administrative staff;

(d) Ministry officials;

(e) Other.

Institutional Concerns and Solutions

Sustainability of the National Communication Process

1. Have you been involved in preparing or working with a non-Annex I Party to prepare
more than one national communication?

(a) Yes;
(b) No (Please skip to question 7).

2. Which of the following national communications have you participated in preparing?
(Please check all that apply)

(a) First national communication;
(b) Second national communication;
(©) Third national communication;
(d) Fourth national communication.

3. Based on your experience with non-Annex I Party national communications, have you
built on your previous experience with national communications to help prepare your most
recent national communications? For example, you might have built on previous experience
by updating data and resources, using procedures developed for your first national
communication, and/or learning from previous experiences. Have you been able to build on
these past experiences not at all, some of the time, most of the time, or all of the time?

4.  Overall, how easy/difficult has it been to build on your previous experience with
national communications? Has it been not at all difficult, slightly difficult, moderately
difficult, very difficult, or extremely difficult?

5. Please characterize the extent to which you have found that when preparing a new
national communication you can update data and resources from each of the sections or
tasks related to the previous national communication. Is it not at all difficult, slightly
difficult, moderately difficult, very difficult, or extremely difficult to update data and
resources?

(a) Executive summary;

(b) National circumstances;

(©) National GHG inventory;

(d) Programmes containing measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to climate
change;

(e) Programmes containing measures to mitigate climate change;
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® Other information considered relevant to the achievement of the objective of
the Convention;

(2) Constraints and gaps, and related financial, technical, and capacity needs;

(h) Preparation of project proposal for funding.

6. Please characterize the extent to which you have found that when preparing a new
national communication you can build on existing procedures and organizational
experience from the sections or tasks related to the previous national communications. Is it
not at all difficult, slightly difficult, moderately difficult, very difficult, or extremely difficult
to build on past procedures and organizational experience?

(a) Executive summary;

(b) National circumstances;

(©) National GHG inventory;

(d) Programmes containing measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to climate

change;
(e) Programmes containing measures to mitigate climate change;
® Other information considered relevant to the achievement of the objective of

the Convention;
(2) Constraints and gaps, and related financial, technical, and capacity needs;
(h) Preparation of project proposal for funding.

7.  One area of the national communication for which it is particularly important to
update data and to build on past experiences is the National GHG Inventory section. Please
characterize the level of ease/difficulty involved in conducting the following activities
related to completing this section of your national communication. Are these activities not
at all difficult, slightly difficult, moderately difficult, very difficult, or extremely difficult?

(a) Obtaining expertise in data management systems to prepare and update GHG
inventories on a continuous basis;

(b) Developing relationships with outside organizations (e.g. universities, private
industry, consultants, associations) to coordinate activity data collection and update and
maintain the GHG inventory;

(c) Consistent availability of staff within your organization who have appropriate
expertise on GHG inventory development;

(d) Consistent access to appropriate outside organizations (e.g. universities,
private industry, consultants, associations) on GHG inventory development.

Institutional Concerns and Solutions Related to the Sustainability of the National
Communication Process and the Maintenance of the National Communication Team

8. Please characterize the level of ease/difficulty related to the following potential issues
related to achieving a sustainable national communication process. Are these issues not at
all difficult, slightly difficult, moderately difficult, very difficult, or extremely difficult?

(a) Obtaining high-level support within your country for preparing your national
communication on a consistent basis;

(b) Obtaining ministry-level approval of the national communication;

(c) Achieving coordination among ministries in preparing the national
communication;

(d) Attaining agreements that enable interaction between relevant authorities in
preparing the national communication;

(e) Preparing project proposals for funding subsequent national communications;

® Preparing project proposals for funding adaptation and mitigation projects
recommended in your national communication;

(2) Submitting project proposals;

(h) Obtaining approval of project proposals;
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(1) Engaging national stakeholders in the national communication process

9. Please use this box to expand on the types of institutional difficulties identified above,
especially where your answer was A major concern, and to describe any other types of
institutional concerns you have experienced related to achieving a sustainable national
communication process.

10.  Please characterize the level of ease/difficulty involved in building and maintaining
your national communication team. Is it not at all difficult, slightly difficult, moderately
difficult, very difficult, or extremely difficult?

(a) Identifying qualified in-house staff to manage the national communication
team,;

(b) Identifying qualified in-house technical staff to help prepare the national
communication;

(c) Identifying qualified in-house administrative staff to help prepare the national
communication;

(d) Maintaining a consistent technical national communication team to work on
two or more national communications;

(e) Maintaining a consistent administrative national communication team to work
on two or more national communications;
® Identifying qualified national organizations (e.g. universities, private industry,

consultants, associations) to assist with preparing the national communication;

(2) Identifying qualified international organizations (e.g. universities, private
industry, consultants, associations) to assist with preparing the national communication;

(h) Identifying and maintaining consistent staff or outside consultants with
specific expertise in preparing GHG inventories;

(1) Identifying and maintaining consistent staff or outside consultants with
specific expertise in developing programmes containing measures to facilitate adequate
adaptation to climate change;

)] Identifying and maintaining consistent staff or outside consultants with
specific expertise in developing programmes containing measures to mitigate climate
change;

(k) Identifying and maintaining consistent staff or outside consultants with
specific expertise in completing the national communication section on Other information
considered relevant to the achievement of the objective of the Convention.

)] Identifying and maintaining consistent staff or outside consultants with
expertise in developing project proposals.

11.  Please use this box to expand on the types of difficulties you encounter when
building and maintaining a national communication team, especially where you responded
that it is Very difficult or Extremely difficult. Please also describe any other difficulties you
have encountered in building and maintaining a national communication team.

12.  Following is a list of institutional concerns that could constrain your ability to build
and maintain a national communication team. Please indicate whether each of these is not
at all a concern, a slight concern, a moderate concern, or a major concern to you as you
build and maintain your team.

(a) Accommodating team member schedules, issues, or other problems;

(b) Recruitment and hiring delays (e.g. for staff and consultants);

(c) Delays due to Allowable Spending Limits;

(d) Delays due to purchasing equipment and other resources for the national
communication;

(e) Availability of time to complete national communications;

® Translating national communications.
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13.  Please use this box to expand on the types of institutional constraints identified
above, especially where your answer was A major concern, and to describe any other types
of institutional concerns that you have experienced.

14.  Please rate how useful the following types of technical assistance and support would
be in helping you sustain the national communication process and/or build and maintain
your national communication team. Would they be not at all useful, slightly useful,
moderately useful, very useful, or extremely useful?

(a) On-the-job training for the national communication Project Coordinator and
staff;

(b) Hands-on training;

(c) Web-based “e-learning” training tools and sessions;

(d) Development of a train-the-trainers programme that will increase the number
of qualified trainers who can provide in-country support on national communications;

(e) Increased opportunities for information exchange and collaboration among
non-Annex I Parties;

® Other assistance (e.g. South-South cooperation, triangular cooperation,
twinning with A1l reporting institutes).

15.  Please use this box to expand on types of technical assistance and support that
would be helpful in sustaining your national communication process and/or building and
maintaining your national communication team, especially where your response was Very
useful or Extremely useful. Please also suggest other types of technical assistance that
would help you sustain the national communication process and/or build and maintain your
national communication team.

16.  Please provide any additional information you would like to share related to
institutional concerns and solutions in sustaining your national communication process over
time and/or maintaining a consistent national technical team to prepare your national
communication.

III. Financial Concerns and Solutions

1. Following is a list of potential financial difficulties that could constrain your ability
to sustain your national communication process and/or build and maintain a national
communication team. Please indicate whether each of these is not at all a concern, a slight
concern, a moderate concern, or a major concern to you as you build and maintain your
team.

(a) Obtaining sufficient and consistent funding for in-house technical staff;

(b) Obtaining sufficient and consistent funding for in-house administrative staff;

(c) Obtaining sufficient and consistent funding to hire external technical
consultants;

(d) Obtaining sufficient and consistent funding for purchasing equipment and
other resources required to prepare your national communications;

(e) Delays due to Allowable Spending Limits;

€3} Currency appreciation;

(2) Currency depreciation;

(h) Identifying and mobilizing sources of funding and co-funding;

(1) Delays in disbursement of funds.

2. Please use this box to expand on the types of financial constraints identified above,
especially where your answer was A major concern, and to describe any other types of
financial difficulties and concerns you have experienced related to achieving a sustainable
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IV.

national communication process and/or building and maintaining a national communication
team.

3. Please rate how useful the following types of technical assistance and support would
be in helping to address financial and funding concerns related to sustaining your national
communication process and/or building and maintaining a national communication team.
Would they be not at all useful, slightly useful, moderately useful, very useful, or extremely
useful?

(a) Training on financial management for the national communication Project
Coordinator and staff;

(b) Training about available funding mechanisms and sources of funding and co-
funding;

(c) Increased opportunities for information exchange and collaboration on
financial management and/or funding sources among non-Annex I Parties;

(d) Other assistance (e.g. triangular cooperation).

4. Please use this box to expand on types of technical assistance and support that would
be helpful in addressing financial and funding concerns related to sustaining your national
communication process and/or building and maintaining a national communication team,
especially where your response was Very useful or Extremely useful. Please also suggest
other types of assistance that would be useful.

5. Please provide anmy additional information you would like to share related to
financial concerns and solutions in sustaining your national communication process over
time and/or maintaining a consistent national technical team to prepare your national
communication.

Greenhouse Gas Inventory Software

1. The UNFCCC is currently improving the existing GHG inventory software (version
1.3.2) in order to facilitate the process for reporting GHG data for non-Annex I Parties’
national communications. The UNFCCC will seek feedback on this prototype from
interested non-Annex I Parties and will incorporate this information into a new version that
better supports your needs in reporting GHG data.

2. Are you interested in testing the prototype and providing feedback to the UNFCCC?

3. Are you currently using a data management/reporting software for GHG inventory
related information?

(a) The UNFCCC GHG inventory software for non-Annex I Parties (version
1.3.2);

(b)  An earlier version of the UNFCCC GHG inventory software;

(c) Another product (please provide name and detailed information);

(d) No, please indicate why.

4. If you are using the current version of the UNFCCC GHG inventory software (1.3.2),
have you encountered any problems that you would like to see resolved in the new version
(2.0)?

(a) Yes, please describe the problems you have encountered and ways they might
be resolved;
(b) No.

5. If you are not using the current version of the UNFCCC GHG inventory software
(1.3.2), are you experiencing problems with the GHG Inventory software that your country
is currently using?
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(a) Yes, please describe the problems you are facing and any initiatives to address
these problems;
(b)  No.

6. Do you plan to import/export GHG data between various systems?

(a) Yes, please indicate the systems, language and version used;

(b)  No.
7. Please indicate the number of experts, by sector, who are involved in preparing your
GHG inventory.
8. Please provide the following details about the computer system where your GHG

inventory software is installed:

(a) Language of your computer system:
(1) Arabic;

(i1) Chinese;

(iii)  English;

(iv)  French;

v) Spanish;

(vi)  Russian;

(vii)  Other (please specify).

(b) Screen resolution

() Screen size

(d) Operating system and version:
(1) MS Windows;

(i) MAG;
(iii)  Linux;
(iv)  Unix;

(v) Other (please specify).

(e) Internet browser and version:

) FireFox version;

(1) Explorer version;

(i1) Safari version;

(iii)  Other (please specify).

(2) Speed of internet connection

(h) Do you have Java?
9. Do you have sufficient technical resources to help you install and maintain GHG
inventory software?

10. Do you have sufficient technical resources to help you install and maintain your
computer system?

11.  Please provide contact information for one or more people to whom we can send
additional information about the UNFCCC GHG inventory software.
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