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Mr. Zaheer Fakir 

International Governance and 
Resource Mobilisation/  

Chief Policy Advisor 

 Zaheer has more than 30 years of experience in the world of international politics, 

negotiations, finance and development issues and is at the forefront of negotiations on 

a number of major multilateral outcomes most notably the Governing Instrument of the 

GCF and its operationalization, the Paris Agreement, the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) and Agenda 2030 and the Katowice, Madrid and Glasgow Climate Change 

Conferences. He is a founding member and former Co-Chair and Board member of the 

Green Climate Fund (GCF) as well as also assuming the role of G77 & China coordinator 

for finance in the UNFCCCC process. 

His experience also includes bilateral relations and liaising with foreign governments, 

multilateral environmental agreements, resource mobilization, the African Ministerial 

Conference of Environment, African Union, G20, World Bank, UN and other international 

organizations and is the Focal point for the Global Environment Facility, Green Climate 

Fund and a trust fund committee member in  the Climate Investment Funds  

Prior to joining the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, Zaheer worked 

for the Department of Trade and Industry in the field of international trade and 

investment for approximately 9 years, 4 years of which he was the South African 

Economic representative in Germany and Scandinavia to promote South African exports 

and procuring investment for South Africa. 
 


