ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION:
5 YEARS OF THE WARSAW
INTERNATIONAL MECHANISM FOR
LOSS AND DAMAGE

This event generously supported by:

About the event
The 5 year anniversary of the Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) for
Loss and Damage was celebrated with a high level reception on
December 10th at COP 24 in Katowice.
More than 200 people, including Executive committee members and
partners, attended the successful reception, which was organized by the
COP Presidency and the Executive Committee, and generously supported
by the Norwegian Ministry of Climate and Environment.
The celebration featured posters and a photo exhibition illustrating the
impacts and future direction of the WIM. More details of the exhibition can
be found in Appendix I. In addition, distinguished speakers from the COP
Presidency, Germany, Fiji, and the UNFCCC shared their reflections on the
evolution and achievements of the WIM.

Key messages
Monica Antosik opened the reception on behalf of the Polish Presidency,
and introduced the functions of the WIM. Several high level speakers
provided remarks on the importance of the WIM for the most vulnerable
communities, its achievements so far, and visions for the future of the WIM.

The importance of limiting global warming to 1.5-degrees above preindustrial levels to reduce loss and damage was highlighted by the
speakers. “We need to be serious, because we are not on track to stay
within the temperature targets agreed upon in Paris”, Mrs. Flachsbarth,
Parliamentary State Secretary of Germany, said. Mrs. Flachsbarth referred
to the disastrous impacts already occurring, acknowledging the challenge
facing people living with climate change. For those in poverty, it is a
matter of life and death, she said.
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Michał Kurtyka, the COP 24 President, noted that the WIM has an
important role in the Paris agreement architecture of climate change
because it brings in the human dimension and zooms in on the losses and
damages suffered by the most vulnerable.
Mr. Karan, permanent Secretary to the office of the Fiji Prime Minister, used
the occasion to celebrate Article 8 on loss and damage in The Paris
Agreement. It means “that developing countries are not left alone in
addressing vulnerabilities”, he said. The work of the WIM also received
praise, including the Executive report, which Mr. Karan said is critical for
future sustainable development for developing countries and all island
states.
Speakers highlighted the WIM’s achievements, including:
➢ fostering more ambition to build resilience;
➢ forging important partnerships;
➢ the recently released report of the Executive Committee (2018);
➢ opening a solution space for addressing the adverse impacts arising out
of extreme weather events and slow onset events such as sea level rise,
desertification and ocean acidification;

➢ introducing comprehensive risk management approaches so that
countries can more readily address the full spectrum of climate risks;
➢ launching the Fiji Clearing House for Risk Transfer;
➢ establishing The Task force on Displacement, which has generated
seven extensive reports on various aspects of displacements, and a set
of recommendations on climate related displacements. The
recommendations were endorsed in Katowice.
A more extensive list of the outputs under the WIM can be found on the
next page.
The speakers also shared their visions for the future of the WIM and its work
on Loss and Damage. Although the steps made since COP 19 are gaining
momentum, Mr. Karan highlighted that mobilizing adequate support for
developing countries is an ongoing challenge. Policy makers need to
create an environment that invites private sector participation in the WIM,
Mrs. Flachsbarth said. She emphasized the need for major public and
private investments and for scaling up the role of the private sector.
Moving forward, the UNFCCC hopes the WIM will continue to:
➢ complement existing national planning processes;
➢ shine the light on the catastrophic level of impacts of climate change;
and
➢ help generate new knowledge into action.
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The functions of the WIM

Key outputs under the WIM
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Key points from speakers
➢ 5 years ago, during the winter in Warsaw, a
collective decision was made to establish the
WIM;
➢ The WIM has since evolved through the process of
learning by doing. Numerous practitioners and
experts are now a part of the WIM, and Poland
has been involved in its implementation since
COP 19;
Michał Kurtyka,
COP 24 President

➢ The Paris Agreement recognizes the importance
of the Warsaw mechanism and participation
through collaborative action from partners;
➢ The latest report from the IPCC sends a message
to strengthen resilience to climate change, and
the WIM has an integral role to play.

➢ Natural disasters have had huge impacts. 4 million
people are homeless because of damages.
Ultimately poor planning is to blame and it has
resulted in a question of survival for many;
➢ Policy makers need to create an environment that
invites private sector participation in the WIM;

Parliamentary State
Secretary, Germany

➢ Looking at the achievements of the WIM, it has
fostered more ambition to build resilience, and led
to important continued partnerships.

“Natural disasters have had huge impacts —
4 million people are homeless because of
damages

“
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Maria Flachsbarth,

➢ Synergies need to be created among relevant
stakeholders. The Fiji clearinghouse for risk transfer is
a good example of knowledge sharing. More such
platforms are needed;
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➢ The WIM executive report is critical for future
sustainable development for developing
countries and all island states;
➢ The incremental steps made since COP 19 are
gaining momentum. To continue financial and
social support, gaps need to be addressed. It is
an ongoing need and challenge to mobilize
adequate support for developing countries;
Yogesh Karan,

Permanent Secretary,
Office of the Prime
Minister, Fiji

➢ The inclusion of text on loss and damage in the
Paris Agreement means that developing
countries are not left alone in addressing
vulnerabilities;
➢ Fiji’s climate struggle has been expressed in the
Talanoa Dialogue; this platform ensures that
there is respectful engagement to increase
ambition.

➢ The Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss
and Damage is extremely important in the Paris
Agreement architecture of climate change;

➢ It fills a crucial gap in establishing resilience
against climate change impacts:
➢ By introducing comprehensive approaches of
the sort that the WIM provides, countries can
better address the full spectrum of emerging
climate risks;
Ovais Sarmad,

➢ Moving forward, the WIM should complement
existing planning processes and help generate
new knowledge that can be turned into action.

“Well done for a splendid five years. I know

“

Photo of Mr. Sarmad: IOM/Amanda Nero

Deputy Executive
Secretary, UNFCCC

the next five will be just as productive
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Annex I
The Loss and Damage team at the UNFCCC Secretariat prepared a photo exhibition
for the reception. Five questions were sent to leaders and experts in the Loss and
Damage community:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

How has the WIM helped advance your daily work?
How has the WM helped advance the work on loss and damage around the
world?
How has the WIM changed your understanding of loss and damage?
How has the WIM fostered relevant dialogue and useful collaboration?
How would you envision the WIM in ten years? What would its impact be?

16 respondents shared their views, including members of the Executive Committee,
and Task Force on Displacement, as well as stakeholders from non-governmental
organizations, research institutions, funds, youth groups, and UN organizations.
Responses were showcased through a slide show during the reception, which is
included on the following pages.

