
Global Goal on Adaptation: 
Health Target

Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum,

Unit head, Climate change 
and health



Health in the GGA

Overarching global adaptation target: "...reducing vulnerability and 

enhancing adaptive capacity and resilience, as well as the collective well-

being of all people, the protection of livelihoods and economies, and the 

preservation and regeneration of nature, for current and future generations,..

"Global adaptation target for health: Attaining resilience against climate 

change related health impacts, promoting climate-resilient health services, 

and significantly reducing climate-related morbidity and mortality, particularly 

in the most vulnerable communities;





Health systems fit for the 21st Century

System-wide addition 
of climate resilience to 
building blocks…

Reduction of the 4.5% 
of global carbon 
emissions due to 
healthcare…

WHO Operational Framework for building climate resilient, low carbon sustainable health systems (2023 update) 
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Greenhouse gas emissions from 

healthcare

Health system climate 

resilience score

Health system performance, Climate resilience, 
carbon footprint, by country



Respond to climate change, an escalating health threat in the 21st century.

1.1. More climate-resilient health systems are addressing health risks and impacts

1.2. Lower-carbon health systems and societies are contributing to health and wellbeing

Indicators proposed:

1.1. Index of health system resilience to climate change

1.2. Carbon emissions from healthcare

Inclusion in the WHO investment case:

New assessments show high return on investment for   1) Heat-health warning systems, 

2) Climate-resilient water and sanitation, 3) Renewable energy for health facilities, 4) 

Clean household energy, 5) Fossil fuel subsidy reform

Climate change and health as a top priority in
WHO’s new General Programme of Work



WHO has a leading role in:
Evidence and Monitoring in partnership with Member States



Health systems climate resilience and 
GHG emissions Index





Tiers among indicator sets: 

Tier 1 indicators: They are the smaller set and are easier to collect, monitor and 
track. This set currently includes 10 resilience indicators and 10 GHG emission 
indicators.

Tier 2 indicators: They are more comprehensive, allowing for a better estimate of 
the (resilience) level by component, but are more complex to collect and analyze.

Tier 3 indicators: They are the larger, global set, collected by WHO in the Country 
survey. They are very comprehensive, allowing synthesis across countries.

Tier 2 indicators may contain all Tier 1 indicators. Tier 3 indicators may contain 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 indicators.



All indicators follow the same format, with 6 levels of performance ranging from “no
action” (level 0) to “very high” (level 5). Levels are associated to a value which, when
combined across the 10 Component indicators, provide the overall resilience or GHG
index.

The overall resilience index and the GHG emissions index are
calculated as the mean of the ten Component indicators:

Resilience (or GHG) index =
(Component indicator 1 +
Component indicator 2 +… +
Component indicator 10) / 10

Calculation of the Index



Levels of performance and values used to calculate the index



Example – Component 1
Each Component follows the same template consisting of the Rationale, Resilience component indicator, GHG 
emissions indicator; Sub-indicators by component objectives; Data needed and sources; Computation and units 
of measurement; Related indicator sets and links to further information. 

Example of 
Rationale



Example – Component 1, 
Sub-indicator on Policy development



Example – Component 1,
GHG emissions indicator



Sample visual summary report

In this example, the 
health system has very 
high level of Climate-
transformative 
leadership and 
governance, but very low 
on Health and climate 
research. The centre 
circle represents the 
index, i.e., the overall 
resilience level (in this 
example is medium):



$150+ million 
for climate change and 

health projects since 2008

50+ countries 
supported, across SIDS and 

LMIC

Monitoring is informed by and connected to WHO’s 
climate change and health country projects



Global Initiatives with potential to contribute to 
measuring progress on the attainment of the GGA 

Health Target



The Alliance for 

Transformative Action 

on Climate and Health 

(ATACH) was formed to 

support country-level and 

global delivery of climate

resilient and low-carbon

health systems

ATACH: Bringing countries and partners together for delivery

In June 2022:

82 countries
Over 40 partners
5 Working Groups



Advocacy and agenda setting: 

Creating an international shift in 

priority issuesQuality assurance: 

to ensure assessments, 

plans and 

implementation are of 

standard required to 

deliver on priorities

Knowledge sharing:

Creating a platform 

to share experience,

evidence, guidance, 

tools and 

technical assistance

Finance: Identifying 

needs and supporting 

Member States to access 

finance for country-level 

interventions

Monitoring:

Tracking and

measuring country 

progress towards

commitments and 

priorities

Progress

ATACH has 5 

key functions

through which 

it achieves its 

objectives

Functions

Solutions and 

implementation



Monitoring: Country progress on CCH implementation

82 countries committed to climate resilient and/or low-carbon health systems

Data source: 2023/24 ATACH Baseline Questionnaire
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Partner support on CCH implementation 

Example 2: Health Care Without Harm

Technical and financial support to CCH country processes

Data source: 2023/24 ATACH Baseline Questionnaire

Belgium Technical Technical

Colombia Technical + Financial

Ireland Technical Technical

Lao PDR Technical

Nepal

Netherlands Technical Technical

Peru Technical + Financial

Philippines Technical

Portugal Technical Technical

Timor-Leste Technical + Financial

V&A 

Assessment HNAP

GHG Emissions 

Assessment for 

Health Systems

Low-carbon and 

sustainable health 

systems action plan*

GHG Emissions 

Assessment for 

Health Facilities

*In Partnership with Arup

Planned

In Progress

Completed



Partner Initiatives with potential to help measure progress on the attainment of 

the GGA Health Target

CH implementation 

8 annual reports: 47 
Indicators, 52 institutions

UK Office for National Statistics: 
Initiative on strengthening reporting of 
within National Statistical Agencies

OECD:
Strengthening reporting on climate 
change and health within OECD 
countries

And more…



“..Significantly reducing climate-related morbidity and 
mortality, particularly in the most vulnerable communities”



Thank you!


