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The initiative aims at promoting 

the development and deployment 

and rapid uptake of transformative 

1.5 °C compatible solutions, in-

cluding technology, policy, finan-

cial instruments, cooperation, and 

business models.  
 

The project will enable the devel-

opment and deployment of solu-

tions to: 

 

 Build new value‐chains, prod-

ucts and markets aligned with 

the climate goals, displacing 

the existing carbon intensive 

ones; 

 Enhance the efficiency of con-

sumption; 

 Reduce waste within the entire 

value‐chain. 
 

Key participating actors of the pro-

ject include governments, cities,  

digital businesses, corporates, en-

ablers, incubators, accelerators, 

experts and scientist servicing in 

multiple roles. All actors commit-

ted to supplying demands and so-

lutions aligned with the climate 

goals and the Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDGs). 

An expanded climate innova-

tion agenda that focus on hu-

man needs can turn challeng-

es into opportunities. 

THE UN CLIMATE CHANGE GLOBAL INNOVATION HUB (UGIH) project 

Global warming is one of the biggest challenges 

ever faced by human social, political, and eco-

nomic systems 

Innovation has been used by humanity to cope with changes and dis-

cover new opportunities. Nowadays, its primary application is to help 

foster competitive advantage and sustain growth, but it is also more and 

more used to comply with actual and future economic and social regula-

tions. Applied to address climate change, it is expected to deliver trans-

formative climate solutions. 

 

The UGIH initiative will facilitate expansion of the innovation space and 

bridge between demand and supply of SDG climate solutions clusters 

made of technology, policy, finance, business models, leadership and 

capacity building solutions and  measure the impact of the solution clus-

ters” measure the impact of the solution clusters. 

 Need-based approaches can be more impactful to address 

the challenge; 

 

 Transformative innovation leveraging moonshot thinking 

is critical to fill the gap; 

 

 Technology innovation alone cannot address the climate 

change challenge; 

 

 Cluster of solutions including technology but also policy, 

financial instrument, business model, leadership solutions 

are required. Clear demand for climate solutions expressed 

in form of need should be broadcasted to stimulate co-

innovation to develop the relevant climate solutions; 

 

 It gives to climate solutions developers, including from the 

global South catalyzing access to incentive instruments.  

Why a UN Climate Change Global Innovation Hub? 



POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

 

 Promotion of higher ambition;  

 Expansion of the climate re-

lated innovation space;  

 Support to the development 

and successful implementa-

tion of ambitious Low Emis-

sion development Strategies 

and recovery effort post COVID-

19;  

 Lock-in of emission-intensive 

investments;  

 Climate solutions are integral 

part of development and 

change of the mitigation narra-

tive. It is less about decarboniz-

ing sector and more about low-

carbon development;  

 Engagement of wider group of 

climate actors (e.g. architects, 

construction companies). 

The UN Climate Change Global Innovation Hub 

will provide: 

 A digital collaboration platform  (Platform 

of Platforms P2P) with databases on demand 

and supply of climate solutions and an AI 

powered matchmaking tool;   

 

 Curation supported by AI tools and proto-

cols; Search engine indexing enabling the in-

tegration of solutions into cluster and linking 

the cluster of solutions to a demand; Work-

flows and meeting management support for 

expert working groups;  

 

 Digital methodologies for the determina-

tion of the climate impact of a solution 

(UNFCCC secretariat to transfer expertise on 

methodological development); 
 

 A physical space in the form of pavilion at 

COPs; 
 

 

 Establish and support a group of experts 

on definition of demand for climate solu-

tions and leverage synergies with the im-

portant engagement work of the Marrakech 

Partnership for Global Climate Action. 

 To promote integrated innovations that can enable 

the satisfaction of Core-Human needs through low 

emission economy, including by introducing new 

products/services, markets and supply chain; 

 To facilitate the development, transfer and deploy-

ment of solutions that are aligned with the long-

term Paris Agreement goals and SDG. 

OBJECTIVES 

 



 

simplifying IT 

Contacts:  
Project Executive: Massamba Thioye 

Manager, Mitigation Division, UNFCCC 

Email: MThioye@unfccc.int 

 

Project Manager: Carlos Ruiz-Garvia 

Programme Officer, Mitigation Division, UNFCCC 

Email: CRuizGarvia@unfccc.int 

 

August 2021 


