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YOUNGO Scene-setting: 
“Youth Voices: Bridging the Dots between 

NDCs, GST, and ETF”



Youth Voices: Bridging the Dots 

between NDCs, GST, and ETF
By Shreya K.C. and Porag Aman
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Our top 4 working areas





Shamla        Saleem

Sri Lanka

.
shamla@gmail.com
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Good practices of youth engagement in NDCs

1. Empowering young people to learn about NDCs, their country’s NDCs 

and the way they can engage in its formulation and implementation. 

(infographics and webinars)

1. Young people from over 70 plus countries sharing about the good 

practices and challenges of implementing NDCs in their country

1. Recently worked with the UNDP and other youth partners to prepare the 

youth inclusive NDC checklist which will provide guidance for parties to 

meaningfully engage young people in the 2025 round of NDCs

1. Exploring joint collaboration opportunities to connect young people with 

local UNDP country offices to carry the work in the ground in NDCs and 

youth engagement 
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Good practices of youth engagement in GST

1. Understanding the importance of GST and its interlinkage with NDCs 

and building on this message. Supporting this with series of capacity 

building session throughout the year.

1. Thoroughly following all GST processes and discussions in SBs, COP, 

and in between. 

1. Submitted 3 submissions on GST - worked together with different WG of 

YOUNGO and broader relevant youth groups 

1. Cross constituency taskforce to coordinate and align with each other’s 

demand 



ETF and good practices of youth 

engagement 



Effective Transparency: What does it mean to a youth?

Effective Transparency is the bridge that connects the aspirations of 

youth to the climate reality we face. 

By opening the doors to right information, young and CSO voices 

can act as watchdog and hold our government accountable. 

With this, we inspire hope and hope inspires action. 



Importance of Effective Transparency in NDCs and 

GST process

1. Enhancing trust and accountability among parties and non-party 

stakeholders

2. Facilitating learning and improvement

3. Mobilizing support and resources through a clearer and easier 

channel

4. Informing the global stocktake for assess the actual progress

5. Strengthening participation and engagement. (Specially of YOUTH)



NDCs WG/GST Coordination Group at COP28
Side events and Speaking Engagements

1. Youth Power: Charting the South Asian Climate Future, 5 pm 3rd Dec at Sri Lanka Pavilion

2. YCF Forum: NDCs and Cities, 3 pm 6th Dec at MR7

3. ‘On Equal Terms’ – A Youth-Inclusive NDC Process’, 10am 8th Dec in Swedish Pavilion

4. Synergizing Local, Youth, and Global Stocktake: Aligning global policy and local implementation, 6:30 pm 

8th Dec in SE room 1

5. Stocktake of Youth Engagement in NDCs Formulation and Implementation, 11:25 am 9th Dec in Children 

and Youth Pavilion

6. Voices of Today, Leaders of Tomorrow: An Intergenerational dialogue, 12:30 pm 11th Dec in Sri Lanka 

Pavilion

7. Together4Transparency kick-off session, 9:30 am 1st Dec in MR36

8. Transparency capacity building session with youth, 11:30 - 13:00pm, 1st Dec in MR36

9. Together4Transparency Exchange: Engaging Non-Party Stakeholders in the ETF, 11:45 am, 1st Dec in 

MR36

10. A transparent basis for the GST #Together4Transparency (T4T) at COP28, 1st Dec, 15;30 - 17;00 in MR36

11. Transparency roundtables (to be hosted between Saturday 9 and Monday 11 December, in the afternoon, 

time TBC – MR36)



GST at COP28

1. High Level Events
● Friday, 1 December from 16:30 to 18:30 (UAE time) - GST High-Level event on 

Adaptation

● Saturday, 2 December from 09:00 to 11:00 (UAE time) - GST High-Level event on 

Means of Implementation

● Saturday, 2 December from 13:30 to 15:30 (UAE time) - GST High-Level event on 

Mitigation: YOUNGO is speaking here

2. High Level event by the COP28

● Uniting for Climate Action: Calling for International Cooperation on Technology 

and Innovation, 16:00 pm, 8th Dec in Meeting Room 9





Overview



Sharing of experiences, best 
practices and lessons learned 
in relation to Parties’ climate 
action and support.

Overview

What is transparency?

13

2

CLIMATE-
RELEVANT 

INFORMATION

34

REPORTING

MULTILATERAL CONSIDERATION

REVIEW

Review of relevant climate 
information and data, which 

contribute to build trust, 
credibility and accountability 

among all those involved.

Availability of regular data on 
countries’ GHG  emissions and 

removals, policies and 
measures, GHG projections, 
progress towards targets, 

climate change impacts and 
adaptation, levels of support 
and capacity-building needs.



Overview

What are the benefits of transparency?

InternationallyNationally

Access to support 
improved

Awareness raised 

Capacity built

Policy planning informed

Political acceptance gained 

Building trust 

Critical input to GST

Ambition 
enhancement 

supported

International 
obligations met

Support prioritized



Overview

Opportunities for young professionals

Innovation and technology

Data collection and analysis

Modelling and projection

Methodology development

Being part of the MRV 

(Measurement, reporting 

and verification) team of 

your governments

Consultancy

Data management and reporting

Carbon accounting and verification

YOUTH 
OPPORTUNITIES

International 
experts 

reviewers

Government 
ministries

UNFCCC 
Transparency 

division
Private sector

Science and 
research

Being part of technical expert review 

teams analyzing climate reports

Internship, Fellowship

Junior Professional Officers

Young professionals



Overview

Other potential involvement of youth in Transparency

Join Transparency LinkedIn 

and contribute to 

transparency contents. 

Passive learning from Transparency 

website and LinkedIn and 

community. 

YOUTH 
OPPORTUNITIES

Transparency 
events

Transparency
social media

Study & 
Research

Learning

Attend and contribute in-person or virtually 

in transparency events organized at the 

margins of COP, SBs, RCWs and CGE meetings 

(through youth constituency).

Contribute to transparency related 

study and take Transparency & 

Accountability as thesis topic



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency 
Framework (ETF)



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Key milestones: from MRV to ETF



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Reporting and review

Process:

Reports:

Reviews:

Experience 
sharing:

Under the Convention and Kyoto Protocol (MRV system)

Developed

GHG Reviews

National GHG inventory 
Reports 

Technical Reviews

Developing

International Consultation 
and Analysis

Biennial Update Reports and 
REDD+ technical annex

Technical analysis

Facilitative Sharing of Views

Under the Paris Agreement

Enhanced Transparency 
Framework

All Parties

Biennial Transparency Reports, 
GHG inventory and REDD+ 

technical annex

Technical Expert Review and 
technical analysis of REDD+ 

technical annex

Facilitative Multilateral 
Consideration of Progress

International Assessment and 
Review

Biennial Reports,
National communications 

Technical Reviews

Multilateral Assessment 



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Reporting enhancements under the ETF



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Transparency in the Paris Agreement: the ETF

Consideration

FMCP

• Online Q&A

• In session 

presentation 

and Q&A 

(all shall)

Review

Technical Expert Review

• Consistency of information reported

• Consideration of progress with and 

achievement of NDC

• Support provided (developed shall, 

and other Parties at their discretion)

• Identification of improvements

• Identification of capacity building needs

Reporting

Biennial Transparency Report

• GHG inventory (all shall)

• Progress in NDCs (all shall)

• Support provided / mobilized 

(developed shall)

• Support needed / received 

(developing should)

• Adaptation (all should)

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

1st BTR:
To be 

submitted by 
31st Dec 2024

Technical 
reviews and 
multilateral 

consideration



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

National GHG inventory reports

2006 IPCC Guidelines

Wetlands supplement (encouraged)

2019 Refinement to the IPCC (may)

Higher level methods encouraged Energy, Industrial Processes, 

Agriculture, Land-use, land-use 

change and Forestry, and Waste

Report consistent time series from 1990 

Latest reporting year no more than 2 

years prior to the submission year 

National 
Inventory Reports

Gases

Sectors

Other 
requirements

Years

Methods

CO2, CH4, N2O, HFCs, PFCs, SF6, NF3

pre-cursor gases (CO, NOx, NMVOCs and SO2) 

(encouraged)

indirect CO2 (may) 

Global Warming Potential (GWP) 

values from AR5

Key categories analysis

Uncertainty analysis



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Flexibility and continuous improvement over time

2024 2024 + X years

Parties 
operate under 
same 
standards

State of 
countries’ 
reporting

Flexibility

Improved reporting 
and transparency over 

time



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

REDD+ Reporting REDD+ reporting includes 5 components:

5

Reducing emission from deforestation

Reducing emission from forest degradation

Conservation of forest carbon stocks

Sustainable management of forests

Enhancement of forest carbon stocks

Article 5, paragraph 2 of the Paris agreement:
Implementing and supporting the existing
framework under the Convention, including
through results-based payment.

(decision 1/CP.16, paragraph 70)

(including decisions 1/CP.16 and 9/CP.19)



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Technical Expert Review: information to be reviewed

What is 
reviewed?

What is not 
reviewed?

Information to track progress 
made in implementing/ 
achieving the NDC

Support provided 
to developing countries 

GHG inventory
Adequacy of NDC and indicators 

chosen

Developing country’s choice 
to invoke the specific flexibility 

provision in the MPGs

Adequacy of 
support provided 

Adequacy of 
domestic actions 

Climate change impacts 
and adaptation (voluntary)



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

REDD+ Technical Assessment/Analysis

Nominated experts undertake two separate verification processes and draft detailed reports on the:

All submissions and assessment/analysis reports can be found on https://redd.unfccc.int/

Technical assessment (TA) of the forest 
reference level as a baseline for REDD+ 

activities. 

FREL/FRL
report

•The forest reference level is 
submitted in a dedicated 
report

TA 
session

TA sessions organized once a year 
in Bonn, during which submissions 
received no later than 10 weeks 
ahead are to be assessed.

TA 
report

•TA process spans 
approximately 43 
weeks till 
publication of the 
TA report

Technical analysis of the submitted REDD+ 
results (TAR)

REDD+ 
result

•REDD+ results submitted 
by developing countries 
(voluntarily and in the 
context of results-based 
payments) as annex to a 
BUR or a BTR

TAR
session

The technical analysis takes part 
in parallel of the BUR technical 
analysis/BTR review.

TAR
report

•A dedicated TAR 
report is published 
at the end of the 
process

https://redd.unfccc.int/


From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Facilitative Multilateral Consideration of Progress

Multilateral 

Assessment

Facilitative 

Sharing of Views

Facilitated 

Multilateral 

Consideration 

of Progress

Benefits

• Amplifying transparency and 

accountability

• Unveiling best practices and 

informative lessons

• Fostering learning experiences

• Enhancing international 

cooperation and coordination

• Strategizing resource mobilization 

and ETF support

• Bolstering political commitment to 

the ETF

• Building confidence and trust in 

ongoing climate initiatives

https://unfccc.int/MA
https://unfccc.int/MA
https://unfccc.int/FSV
https://unfccc.int/FSV


From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Linking the ETF, NDCs and GST

ETFNDCs

GST

Accounting and tracking 

progress of NDCs

Reporting (BTRs)

Review and FMCP

Implementation

Preparation 

and communication

Technical assessment

Information collection

Consideration of outputs



From the MRV to the Enhanced Transparency Framework

Mechanism to facilitate implementation and promote compliance

Article 15 

Committee

Expert-based

Facilitative in nature

Function in a manner 

that is transparent, 

non-adversarial and 

non-punitive

• Dialogue with Party

• Assist the Party to engage with 

FTC bodies or arrangements

• Make recommendations to 

address challenges and solutions 

with FTC bodies or arrangements 

(with consent of Party)

• Recommend/ assist Party in 

developing, an action plan

• Issue “findings of fact” regarding 

timeliness of communications, 

submissions, participation in 

FMCP

Measures 

and Outputs



Q&A session – part I



Training Programme for Technical Expert 
Reviewers



Training programme for technical expert reviewers

Role of the technical expert reviewers

Consider support 

provided, if applicable

Independent assessment 

Review consistency of the 

information reported with MPGs 

(Modalities, Procedures and 

Guidelines)

Improved reporting

Identify areas of 

improvement and capacity-

building needs related to ETF 

implementation

NDC Implementation tracking

Consider implementation 

and achievement of NDCs

Assist developing 

countries Parties

In identifying capacity-

building needs

Support provided



Training programme for technical expert reviewers

Training courses for technical expert reviewers available

Under development

All courses will be 

accessible online with open 

access, downloadable 

material, self-paced, and

include practical exercises

Training programme

website



Training programme for technical expert reviewers

How to get involved as technical expert reviewer?

Why become 
an Expert Reviewer?

• Learn new skills for your career.

• Support Paris Agreement 
implementation.

• Learn what countries are doing to 
fight climate change.

• Increase your network and meet new 
colleagues from around the world.

• Bring lessons learned home to your 
country.

• Travel to review activities throughout 
the world. 

• Help ensure transparent national 
reporting.

How to become a 
Technical Expert Reviewer?

1. Register yourself on the Roster 
of Experts and submit your self-
nomination form to your 
nominating Party or 
intergovernmental organization.

2. Complete the training courses 
and examinations in 
2023/2024.

3. Be invited by the secretariat to 
participate in BTR reviews in 
2025 and beyond.

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/roestaging/Pages/Home.aspx


Support to developing countries



Support to developing countries

CGE role and activities

The Consultative Group of Experts (CGE) is the primary body to provide
technical assistance and advice to developing countries on the process
and the preparation of climate change transparency reports, such as
Biennial Update Biennial Transparency Reports (BTRs).

Knowledge 
Delivery 

Knowledge 
Products 

Capacity-building 
needs assessment 

Collaboration and 

engagement



Support to developing countries

GHG support

In-country GHG quality assurance workshops

Regional workshops on the building of sustainable national GHG management systems, and the use 
of the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National GHG Inventories

E-courses and certification programme on the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National GHG Inventories

IPCC inventory software

Self-organized peer-to-peer collaborative learning among developing countries

In-country Energy quality assurance workshops



Together4Transparency



Together4Transparency

About the initiative

Showcasing success 

stories, sharing 

experiences and 

lessons learned

Engaging national and 

international leaders, 

and senior policy 

makers on 

transparency to 

enhance political buy-in

Sustaining momentum 

for ETF implementation

and bringing support 

opportunities closer to 

the ground

Testing the reporting 

tools and offering in-

person training 

opportunities



Together4Transparency

About the initiative



Together4Transparency

COP28 events

Official side events Mandated events
Other Transparency 

events

Side event rooms Meeting rooms
Meeting Room 36 + 

UNFCCC pavilion

Navigating the ETF review system

Tools supported by UNFCCC to 
strengthen the ETF

Achievements of the CGE

10-year anniversary of the Warsaw 
framework on REDD+

Progress report on training 
programme (incl. voluntary reviews of 

adaptation)

Progress report on ETF reporting tools

Live Demo of the test version of the 
ETF reporting tools

Multilateral Assessment (MA)

Facilitative Sharing of Views (FSV)

High-level events

Policy dialogues and exchanges

Roundtable discussions

Hands-on training sessions

Celebration of technical experts

Experience and lessons-learned 
sharing

Full schedule of 
transparency events at 

COP28

SCAN ME:



Resources

Available for download



Q&A session – part II



Thank you for attending!

Let’s keep this conversation going.

Join the Transparency LinkedIn Group

to stay informed with our latest updates, 

upcoming events and more.

Let’s work #Together4Transparency




