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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

Introduction
Montenegro rati�ed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFC-
CC) by succession in 2006 and became a non-Annex-1 party to the Convention on 27 January 
2007. �e Kyoto Protocol was rati�ed on 27 March 2007, and Montenegro became a non-An-
nex-B party on 2 September 2007. By ratifying the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol, Mon-
tenegro joined countries that share the same concerns and are undertaking an active role in 
international e�orts to address climate change (CC).

On 11 October 2017, the Parliament of Montenegro enacted a law ratifying the Paris Agree-
ment. �us, Montenegro became a party which has also rati�ed the Paris Agreement and has 
undertaken to contribute to a reduction in GHG emissions globally. Montenegro has commit-
ted itself to reducing GHG emissions by at least 1,572 kt CO2eq to the level of 3,667 kt CO2eq or 
less. Montenegro�s contribution to international e�orts to address CC issues, expressed through 
the Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) to reductions in GHG emissions, is 
set at a minimum of 30% by 2030 compared to 1990 as the baseline year. 

With the presentation of the �ird National Communication (TNC), Montenegro is once again 
ful�lling its international obligations under the UNFCCC. �is report includes an update to the 
2010 greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventories and the results of the new GHG inventories 
for 2017, as well as a general description of the measures formulated, adopted, and implemented 
by Montenegro for the management and planning of GHG emissions reductions. 

�is TNC also presents the country�s climate pro�le, highlighting the sectors and regions that 
are most vulnerable to climate change impacts, while providing an analysis of the potential ad-
aptation measures. 

Finally, the report summarizes information on the processes related to capacity building at the 
national level and the promotion of investments and �nancing mechanisms in the country, 
among other relevant issues. 

�e information described in this TNC summarizes the e�orts made in the country related to 
climate change management, with an emphasis on the period following the publication of the 
Second National Communication (SNC) in 2015.

National circumstances
Montenegro is located in the south-eastern part of Europe and, according to its latitude, be-
longs to the southernmost part of Europe, the Mediterranean, one of the most beautiful parts 
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of Europe and the world. It is located at the junction of two signi�cant geographical units � the 
Dinarides and the central Mediterranean.

�e area of Montenegro is very complex in terms of landscape and has many natural con-
trasts, which together form a unique geographical whole. �e distance between the south-
ernmost and northernmost point of the mainland of Montenegro is 192 km, as the crow 
�ies, and between the westernmost and the easternmost points is 163 km. �e surface area 
of Montenegro is 13,812 km2.

�e population of the country is 620,029 inhabitants (2011 Census), of which about 62% 
lives in urban areas, while the rest of the population lives in rural settlements. During re-
cent years, the migration of the population has increased from the less developed areas of 
the northern region to the central and coastal regions, where living conditions are more 
favourable. �is migration has increased pressure on resources in urban settlements. �is 
negative impact has also been re�ected in rural areas, especially in the mountains, since a 
large amount of land is now uncultivated and has reverted to weeds, bushes, and trees. 

Montenegro�s population is experiencing poverty and income inequality. However, in the 
last few years the conditions have improved. �e at-risk-of-poverty rate in Montenegro in 
2017 was 23.6%, which was a decrease of 1.6% compared to 2013. �ere is no signi�cant 
di�erence in the risk of poverty between males and females for the years 2013�2017. �e 
population of the northern region is most exposed to the risk of poverty, with 37.9% of its 
population being at risk of poverty, while the population of the central region had the lowest 
risk of poverty (15.4%). 

Forests cover more than 60% of Montenegro�s territory, which makes it among the top three 
most forested countries in Europe. At present, around 67% of forests are state-owned. How-
ever, ownership is changing in favour of private forest owners. 

Montenegro�s territory under protection covers 13.41% or 185,269.69 ha. �e biggest ar-
eas are the national parks: Durmitor, Lake Skadar, Lov�en, Biogradska gora, and Prokletije 
which represent a total of 7.27% or 100,427 ha, while nature parks cover 79,583.10 ha or 
5.76% of the territory of Montenegro. 

Water resources from the territory of Montenegro drain into two basins: the Adriatic Sea 
and the Black Sea. �ere are signi�cant di�erences in the distribution and abundance of wa-
ter resources ranging from arid karst areas to areas rich in both surface and ground water. 
�e country is considered to be rich in water resources, given that the average annual runo� 
is 624 m3/‌s (i.e. a volume of 19.67 billion m3).

�e period between 1990 and 2015 was accompanied by major changes in the structure 
of economic activity. �e share of agriculture, and industry, has signi�cantly decreased in 
terms of gross value added (GVA). By 2015, industry had reduced its share of GVA from 
20.8% to only 12.9%. In 2030 the largest contribution to GVA is expected to be from the 
services sector, predominantly from tourism (67% of GVA, and 79% of employment) with 
some recovery in industry, up to 20% in 2020, and to 22% in 2030, with a growth in em-
ployment of up to 13%. 
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�e energy sector is the main source of anthropogenic GHG emissions. �e share of electric-
ity produced in facilities using renewable energy sources out of the total electricity generation 
in 2018 was 61.44%. Montenegro�s obligation under the Energy Community Agreement is to 
achieve the indicative energy e�ciency target, which means savings of 9% of the average �nal 
energy consumption in the country, or of about 1% per year for the period 2010�2018. A pre-
liminary analysis shows that the energy savings achieved in the period 2010�2018, account for 
49.76 ktoe, which represents 84.5% of the achievement of the indicative target. 

In the metal industry sector, the most prominent activities are aluminium and steel produc-
tion. Other industrial facilities involve the processing of food, beverages, tobacco, textiles, 
agricultural lime, leather products, paper, medications, and rubber and plastic products. 

Agriculture continues to be an important strategic sector within the economic develop-
ment of Montenegro and has many economic activities that are linked to it, particularly in 
the rural parts of the country. In 2018, the agriculture, forestry, and �shing sector repre-
sented 6.7% of the gross domestic product (GDP). �e total number of actively employed 
persons in agriculture in the country was 99,236 in 2016. Agricultural land in Montenegro 
covers an area of 309,241 ha and represents 22.4% of the territory (95.2% consists of family 
farms and 4.8% consists of registered agricultural businesses). However, utilized agricultur-
al land in 2018 was 256,808 ha, of which perennial meadows and pastures areas prevail with 
a share of 94.3%, while arable land is present with 2.8% from permanent crops and 2.1% 
from others.

�e tourist sector in Montenegro in recent years has experienced rapid development with 
an increase in the number of visitors and investments, becoming the main and most dynam-
ic economic sector. Accommodation and food services alone accounted for around 7.5% of 
GDP for 2018.

In the transport sector there are many old vehicles (produced in the period 1980�1994). �e 
current condition of the vehicle �eet in Montenegro, which had 235,385 registered vehicles 
in 2018, is unsatisfactory, with the average age of registered vehicles being around 16 years. 
Passenger and commercial vehicles make up the largest share in road tra�c.

National policy and institutional framework 
for climate change
�e National Climate Change Strategy (NCCS) to 2030 is the key policy instrument for the 
management of climate change in Montenegro and establishes the commitment of the Gov-
ernment to act against climate change in an integrated and multisector manner, complying 
with the international commitments assumed by the country before the UNFCCC. �e strat-
egy sets out a vision to 2030 to enable Montenegro to adapt to the adverse e�ects of climate 
change and promote low-carbon sustainable development. �e NCCS has a strong focus on 
harmonization with the EU climate change legislative framework. 

In order to lend continuity and legitimacy to the e�orts being developed within the frame-
work of the NCCS and to ensure long-term commitments, a binding framework must be put 
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in place through legislative instruments. For this purpose, Montenegro adopted the Law on 
Protection against Climate Change in December 2019. �e goal of the Law on Protection 
Against Adverse Impacts of Climate Change is to establish a National System for Monitoring, 
Reporting and Veri�cation of greenhouse gas emissions, as well as the Emissions Trading 
System and to provide sectorial e�orts sharing system for the emissions which are outside the 
Emissions Trading System. Also, this law will improve the use of ozone-depleting substances 
and �uorinated gases. 

�e Government of Montenegro issued the new Decree on Issued Activities for GHG Emis-
sions on 6 February 2020 which entered into force on 21 February 2020. �is has brought 
Montenegro even closer to the EU climate change acquis. Adoption of the regulation was 
also one of the preconditions for negotiations under Chapter 27: Environment and Climate 
Change in the EU accession process.

�e Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism (MSDT) is the main national enti-
ty responsible for national environmental and climate change policy and the National Focal 
Point to the UNFCCC. 

Montenegro has also established a high-level multi-institutional council, chaired by the Pres-
ident of Montenegro, which focuses on sustainable development. �e council was established 
by the government in 2008, marking a positive development in inter-institutional coordina-
tion and cooperation. �e council�s 2013 reform strengthened its mandate in the �eld of cli-
mate change, as a strategic priority of the government towards the creation of a low-carbon 
society. In 2016, this became the National Council for Sustainable Development, Climate 
Change and Coastal Area Management (NCSDCCCAM).

�e Environmental Protection Fund (Eco Fund) was established by the Decision of the Gov-
ernment of Montenegro (22 November 2018) on the basis of Article 76 of the Law on the 
Environment in order to provide funds for �nancing environmental protection and to respect 
the basic right of citizens to a clean and healthy environment.

Additionally, during the preparation of the Second Biennial Update Report (SBUR), a concept 
was developed to establish a National Monitoring, Reporting, and Veri�cation System (MRV).

Gender equality and climate change
In 2017, the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism, in collaboration with UNDP, 
began organizing activities to prepare the SBUR and the TNC. Within the SBUR develop-
ment process, a study entitled �Women and Climate Change in Montenegro� was prepared, 
presenting the existing gender-disaggregated statistics. In 2017, Montenegro was included in 
a regional programme to support gender mainstreaming in the MRV, implemented by the 
United Nations Global Programme for Support. In Montenegro, this programme raised the 
level of knowledge and understanding of the correlation between gender and climate change 
and fostered the development of closer cooperation between the Ministry of Human and Mi-
nority Rights (which coordinates gender equality policies) and the Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and Tourism, which resulted in the dra�ing of the Action Plan for the gender 
mainstreaming agenda.
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National GHG inventory
�e �gures below (total emissions and removal) shows the trends in GHG emissions and re-
movals for the period 1990�2017. �ese trends have been derived from Montenegro�s updated 
GHG emissions inventory that was prepared in 2019. Energy and industrial processes account 
for the largest shares of total CO2eq emissions. Production of electricity and heat for manu-
facturing processes (including the aluminium production plant) has had the most signi�cant 
impact on emissions. Transport emissions are increasing and are expected to continue to in-
crease as a result of Montenegro�s emerging tourist industry. PFCs in aluminium production, 
by-products of electrolysis, have been a major contributor to Montenegro�s industrial process 
emissions. 

�e net emission removals in the categories of agriculture and land use are a result of Monte-
negro�s forest land acting as a carbon sink. According to the latest data on logging and �res in 
the forest area, a recalculation of the entire time series (from the SBUR) with additional years 
for 2016 and 2017 has been carried out and the results indicate a much lower sink potential 
than was shown in previous calculations.
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GHG projections and mitigation measures
All sectors recognized by the IPCC methodology (energy, industrial processes and product 
use (IPPU), agriculture, forestry and other land use (AFOLU) and waste) were assessed in 
order to estimate the mitigation potential of certain measures and policies. �e GHG projec-
tions have been produced under low, medium and high economic growth scenarios for busi-
ness as usual (BAU) (without measures scenario � WOM), with existing measures (WEM) 
and with additional measure (WAM) scenarios.

A summary of the BAU scenario until 2030 shows the following results: 

� Emissions from the energy combustion sector across all years are dominated by those from 
the coal-�red electricity generation plant in Pljevlja and from road transport. 

� In the agriculture sector, emissions from manure management make up approximately 50% 
of the GHG emissions in 2030. 

� In the land-use sector, living biomass is an important sink of emissions. 
� In the waste sector, the largest contribution is from solid waste disposal, with an 88% share 

in 2030. 

Montenegro has committed to reduce by 30% GHG emissions by 2030 (compared to the refer-
ence year 1990) as part of its ambitious mitigation target through its NDC. Although Monte-
negro has already made considerable progress in reducing its GHG emissions, the country has 
dedicated itself to continuing its e�orts in mitigation climate change. �e forecast economic 
growth for 2017�2030 is based around clean energy (hydroelectric power plants (HPPs), wind, 
photovoltaic, biomass, and energy-e�ciency programmes in transportation (building the na-
tional highway and other projects), industry (especially the metal industry), tourism (tourist 
resorts and hotels), and agriculture. Montenegro remains determined to use the energy re-
sources trapped in the form of its coal deposits; hence plans for the modernization of its coal 
combustion plant to ensure the long-term stability of the power system and a reliable power 
supply from which to launch its low-carbon strategy. In the period 2017�2030, Montenegro 
aims to continue to reduce GHG emissions without jeopardizing economic growth through: 

� Energy sector: (i) Energy-e�ciency measures; (ii) Increase in the share of energy from re-
newables; (iii) Modernization of the energy generation and distribution sector; and (iv) En-
ergy labelling and eco-design.

� Industry sector: Improvement of industrial technologies and processes.
� Transport sector: Promotion of electric cars and public transport.
� Agriculture sector: (i) Support for organic agricultural production; and (ii) Organic manure.
� Land use, land use change, and forestry (LULUCF): (i) Limitation of harvest amounts in 

state and private forests; (ii) Reduction in the area annually a�ected by wild�res; and (iii) 
Further increases in the share of industrial roundwood used for long-term products.

� Waste sector: (i) Reduce the share of bio-waste in municipal waste and (ii) Reduce the share 
of bio-waste in municipal waste + additional diversion to recycling/‌composting.

Overall, as a result of the WEM scenario, GHG emissions in 2030 are expected to decline from 
3,321 Gg CO2eq under the WOM (BAU) scenario to 2,301 Gg CO2eq (including LULUCF). 
With LULUCF excluded emissions decline from 3,519 to 2,499 Gg CO2eq. �erefore, under 
this scenario, the NDC 2030 GHG target is expected to be met.
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Climate vulnerability and adaptation measures
�e results from the climate projections show an increase of 1.5°�C to 2°C in the mean an-
nual temperature by 2040 throughout the country. By 2070 the mean annual temperature 
will increase by up to 3°C and by 2100 the increase is projected to be with 5.5°C. �e mean 
annual rainfall is expected to decrease, especially during the summer months and to in-
crease in the winter months in some parts of the country. By 2070, the country is expected 
to experience a decrease of up to 20% of the mean annual rainfall throughout the territory. 
Signi�cant changes are expected in snowfall, which will decrease from �50% in the north to 
a change of more than �90% in central parts by 2070. At the same time, the number of days 
with snow is expected to decrease from �50% to over �70%.

Montenegro is particularly exposed and vulnerable to climate hazards, such as droughts, 
�oods, forest �res, and heatwaves. Climate projections show that these climate extremes 
will increase in frequency and magnitude in the future.

Droughts in Montenegro have been more frequent since 1990s. Four major droughts oc-
curred between 2003 and 2011. �e drought of 2011 evolved into a social and economic 
challenge that a�ected the whole country and led to an extreme hydrological de�cit in the 
Zeta-Bjelopavlići region, which includes the largest agricultural area in Montenegro. Addi-
tionally, heat waves will become more frequent and longer. In 2012, a strong heat wave hit 
Montenegro, a�ecting more than 4,500 people.

Montenegro has su�ered three major �oods (2007, 2009, and 2010). �e damage and losses 
caused by the 2010 �ood alone amounted to around �44 million (1.4% of gross domestic 
product). Flood risk reduction and management is not being adequately addressed in Mon-
tenegro so far, although the consequences are frequently signi�cant. 

Montenegro�s forests have been a�ected multiple times by climate-induced forest �res. In 
the period 2005�2015, there were around 800 large forest �res in Montenegro, and more 
than 18,000 ha of forests and over 800,000 m3 of wood mass were damaged or destroyed. 
Montenegro�s �re season was the worst in 2017 with 124 �res covering over 30 ha, a�ecting 
a total of 51,661 ha, six times the area a�ected in 2016.

Montenegro is particularly vulnerable to climate change and variability as well extreme cli-
mate events. �e sectors most at risk are the water sector, forestry, and agriculture sectors. 
In terms of geographical vulnerability, the coastal area is highly vulnerable to a rise in the 
sea level and a decrease in rainfall. Montenegro recognizes the urgent need to address the 
e�ects of climate change by promoting e�ective adaptation measures for the key vulnerable 
sectors. �e summary of the vulnerability analysis and proposed adaptation measures by 
sector includes:

� THE WATER SECTOR shows a reduction in the water balance in all river basins in Mon-
tenegro. �e decrease in rainfall and snowfall will drastically a�ect surface water availabil-
ity. By the end of the 21st century a reduction in average annual �ow of 27% is expected. 
Adaptation measures focus on applying an integrated approach to water resources and 
systems management, and a strengthening of cross-sector planning and activities. 
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� THE FORESTRY SECTOR is a�ected by climate change not only in the current develop-
mental processes and growth, but o�en results in cumulative e�ects that can last for the 
lifetime of the tree. �e greatest risk is to forests located in the coastal and central regions, 
where high air temperatures during the summer period and the typical vegetation create 
the necessary preconditions for forest �res to start. Adaptation measures for the forestry 
sector need to focus on promoting sustainable management of forests and strengthening 
information and monitoring systems.

� THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR is highly vulnerable to climate change due to its de-
pendence on speci�c temperature conditions and water availability, and it is also exposed 
to climate hazards such as droughts or �oods. A large part of the agricultural areas in 
Montenegro are located in lowlands, which makes them particularly prone to regular 
�oods. Possible adaptation measures in the agricultural sector include planning and ca-
pacity-building measures, while other measures require more technology- and informa-
tion-oriented responses.

� THE FISHING SECTOR is highly a�ected by an increase in the temperature of sea water 
which favours the distribution, spread, abundance, and impact of invasive species. �e ad-
aptation measures to be taken relate primarily to the controlled capture of certain species 
that are new to the Adriatic Sea or have drastically increased their abundance, and the pos-
sibility is being examined of exporting new species to areas where they are valued as food.

� Good PUBLIC HEALTH depends on safe drinking water, su�cient food, secure shelter, 
and good social conditions, which may all be a�ected by a changing climate � and are 
particularly important in the context of economies in transition, such as Montenegro�s. It 
is important to consider that climate change could a�ect the capacity of health services 
to deal with emergencies. Adaptation measures in the health sector should focus on the 
strengthening of existing institutional capacities, information dissemination, and mon-
itoring systems to better understand the impacts of climate change on human health in 
Montenegro.

Constraints and gaps: Climate �nance, 
technology transfer, and capacity-building needs
Montenegro has demonstrated progress in climate mitigation and adaptation, continuing such 
e�orts to move towards meeting its obligations under the UNFCCC, which entail additional 
investments, technology, and capacity. While these needs can be partially covered by national 
resources (public and private), for Montenegro, as a country in transition, contributions from 
international cooperation are essential. 

�e need to prioritize climate �nancing in Montenegro arises, to a greater extent, from the 
scarcity of public and/‌or private resources to develop and support speci�c projects needed to 
comply with adaptation and mitigation targets under the UNFCCC. 

To date, Montenegro has received support from the international community via di�erent 
�nancial mechanisms, but predominantly in the form of loans and grants. Financial support 
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from international organizations and knowledge transfer with other countries has enabled 
Montenegro to implement a series of climate change projects. Between 2014 and 2017, the 
state received O�cial Development Assistance (ODA) of more than �200 million from a 
number of partners for climate-change-related initiatives. Investments in mitigation actions 
are far higher than investment for adaptation actions.

Apart from climate �nance, Montenegro requires a strong focus on promoting and adopt-
ing innovative technologies via technology transfer mechanisms.  In 2012, the Republic of 
Montenegro submitted its Technical Needs Assessment (TNA) report.1 �is assessment was 
prepared by the Ministry of Economic A�airs, Agriculture, and Innovation of the Kingdom 
of Netherlands and the Montenegrin Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism. �e 
TNA analyses the required technologies for both the mitigation and adaptation sectors and 
the risks and barriers for their deployment.

Montenegro has been granted signi�cant capacity-building and technical assistance for a 
number of programmes, projects, and partnerships. 

In 2016, the Government of Montenegro adopted the National Strategy with Action Plan for 
Transposition, Implementation and Enforcement of the EU acquis on Environment and Cli-
mate Change 2016�2020.2 �e aim of this strategy is to strengthen the capacities of relevant 
institutions regarding climate change.  

Additionally, Montenegro is also currently part of the Regional Implementation of the Paris 
Agreement Project (RIPAP) which focuses on capacity building and support for participating 
countries for implementing the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement.

1 Ministry of Economic A�airs, Agriculture, and Innovation of the Kingdom of Netherlands and the Ministry of 
Sustainable Development and Tourism of Montenegro (2012).

2 http:/‌/‌www.mrt.gov.me/‌ResourceManager/‌FileDownload.aspx?rId=281718&rType=2.
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Montenegro rati�ed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNF-
CCC) by succession in 2006, and thus became a non-Annex-1 party to the Convention on 27 
January 2007. �e Kyoto Protocol was rati�ed on 27 March 2007, and Montenegro became a 
non-Annex-B party on 2 September 2007. By ratifying the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol, 
Montenegro joined countries that share the same concerns and that are taking an active role 
in international e�orts to address climate change (CC). 

On 11 October 2017, the Parliament of Montenegro enacted a law ratifying the Paris Agree-
ment. �us, Montenegro became a party which has also rati�ed the Paris Agreement and has 
undertaken to contribute to reductions in GHG emissions globally. Montenegro has com-
mitted itself to reducing GHG emissions by at least 1,572 kt, to the level of 3,667 kt or less. 
Montenegro�s contribution to international e�orts to address CC issues, expressed through 
the Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) to reductions in GHG emissions, 
is set at a minimum of 30% by 2030 compared to 1990 as the baseline year. 

With the presentation of the �ird National Communication (TNC), Montenegro is once 
again ful�lling its international obligations under the UNFCCC. �is report includes the re-
sults of new GHG inventories for 2016 and 2017, recalculation of previous time series from 
1990. onwards, as well as general description of measures formulated, adopted, and imple-
mented by Montenegro for the management and planning of GHG emission reductions. It 
also presents the climate pro�le of the country, highlighting the sectors and regions most vul-
nerable to climate change impacts, while providing an analysis of potential adaptation mea-
sures. �e report summarizes information on the processes related to capacity building at the 
national level and the promotion of investments and �nancing mechanisms in the country, 
among other relevant issues. �e information described in this TNC summarizes the e�orts 
made in the country related to climate change management, with an emphasis on the period 
following the presentation of the Second National Communication (SNC) in 2015.

�e compilation of the TNC was carried out with �nancial support from the Global Environ-
ment Facility (GEF) in the framework of the facilities for the elaboration of National Commu-
nications required by the UNFCCC; and under the leadership and coordination of the Min-
istry of Sustainable Development and Tourism as the national Focal Point for the Convention 
and the support of UNDP.

�e TNC has included studies in di�erent sectors to build information and capacities, pro-
moting the integration of climate change into the public policies for development, compet-
itiveness, and poverty alleviation. �rough the TNC project, the o�cial information of the 
GHG inventory has been updated; and detailed climate change projections were carried out 
as part of the evaluation of the vulnerability of key sectors to climate change. 
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�is report consists of six chapters, the �rst being the introductory chapter. �e structure 
and contents of Chapters 2�6 follow the UNFCCC guidelines for the preparation of National 
Communications. 

In this regard, Chapter 2 contains information on the country�s national circumstances, em-
phasizing its diversity and the geographical, climatic, environmental, social, economic, politi-
cal, and cultural wealth of Montenegro and describing the institutional and policy framework 
for climate change. 

Chapter 3 presents the results of the national inventory of anthropogenic emissions by sourc-
es and removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, 
using methodologies adopted by the Convention for the base year 1990.

Chapter 4 focuses on possible emission scenarios and mitigation strategies to reduce GHG 
emissions at the national level.

Chapter 5 provides an overview of the main �ndings regarding climate projections, vulnera-
bility to climate change and adaptation measures.

Chapter 6 summarizes the key gaps and constraints with regards to climate �nance, technol-
ogy transfer and capacity-building needs.
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2.1 General information

Montenegro is located in the south-eastern part of Europe and according to its latitude be-
longs to the southernmost part of Europe, the Mediterranean, one of the most beautiful parts 
of Europe and the world. It is located at the junction of two signi�cant geographical units � the 
Dinarides and the central Mediterranean.

�e area of Montenegro is very complex in terms of its landscape and has many natural con-
trasts, which together form a unique geographical whole. �e distance between the southern-
most and northernmost points of the mainland of Montenegro is 192 km, as the crow �ies, and 
the distance between the westernmost and the easternmost points is 163 km. �e surface area 
of Montenegro is 13,812 km2.

Montenegro has a parliamentary political system. Administratively, it is divided into 24 polit-
ical-territorial units � municipalities � which perform the function of local governance. �e 
capital of Montenegro is Podgorica, which is also the largest city (with 186,000 inhabitants), 
while the city of Nik�i� is the second-largest (with 72,450 inhabitants). 

2.2 Demographic and population trends

According to the 2011 census, the population of Montenegro was 620,029, which gives a pop-
ulation density of 44.9 inhabitants per square km. �e annual population growth is negative 
when compared to the 2003 population census; statistics show a negative growth rate of about 
0.02%. Of the total population, 306,236 are male and 313,793 are female. �e most recent statis-
tics show that in mid-2018 there were 622,227 inhabitants in Montenegro, composed of:

� Children (0�17 years) make up 21.9% (136,357) of the total population;

� People aged 15�64 make up 66.9% (416,557) of the total population;

� People aged 65 or over make up 6.5% (40,381 people) of the total population.

Life expectancy at birth in 2018 was 77 years.

�ere are about 1,256 settlements in the country, of which 40 settlements are of a city type, 
where about 62% of the population lives, while the rest of the population live in rural settle-
ments. Out of the total number of females, 65.5% live in urban areas, while for males this per-
centage is 63.2%. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































