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The Government of Colombia welcomes the initiative of the COP30 Presidency to develop a Roadmap on transitioning away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and equitable manner, as a contribution to advancing the implementation of paragraph 28(d) of the outcome of the first Global Stocktake.
Colombia is pleased to provide the following inputs in response to the guiding questions:

(a) Critical barriers
The transition away from fossil fuels is constrained by a combination of structural, economic, financial, technological, institutional, and social barriers, particularly acute in developing countries.
A primary challenge is the high economic dependence on fossil fuels, which in many countries represent a significant share of exports, fiscal revenues, and employment. This creates structural lock-ins that make rapid transition politically and socially complex, requiring deep transformations in productive systems and regional economies.
At the same time, fossil fuel subsidies and entrenched incentives continue to distort markets, artificially lowering costs and discouraging investment in clean alternatives. These distortions are compounded by regulatory and institutional frameworks that prioritize system reliability (“firmness”) from fossil-based generation, limiting the integration of renewable energy.
From a systems perspective, infrastructure constraints—including insufficient transmission networks, lack of storage capacity, and limited grid flexibility—pose major barriers to scaling renewable energy. These challenges are particularly relevant in contexts where energy systems must remain resilient under climate variability (e.g., hydrological stress).
Developing countries face additional constraints related to limited access to affordable finance, high capital costs, technology gaps, and capacity limitations, which restrict their ability to deploy clean energy solutions at scale. These barriers are further exacerbated by global financial asymmetries.
On the demand side, sectors such as transport, industry, and heavy logistics remain heavily dependent on fossil fuels. In transport, for example, structural barriers include outdated vehicle fleets, high upfront costs of clean technologies, lack of charging or refueling infrastructure, and sociocultural resistance to new technologies.
Finally, institutional and governance challenges, including fragmented planning, limited technical capacity, and insufficient coordination across sectors and levels of government, continue to hinder effective implementation of transition strategies.

(b) Key levers for accelerating implementation
Accelerating the transition requires a systemic and coordinated approach that addresses both supply and demand, while aligning economic, financial, and institutional frameworks. This implies advancing also structural transformations in production systems, consumption patterns, and development pathways. 
A critical lever is the progressive reform of fiscal and policy frameworks, including the phase-out of fossil fuel subsidies and the redirection of incentives toward renewable energy, energy efficiency, and and economic diversification processesclean technologies. This shift is essential to correct market distortions and mobilize investment.
On the supply side, scaling up renewable energy deployment—, including solar, wind, biomass, and small hydropower, —must be accompanied by investments in grid infrastructure, storage solutions, and system flexibility. Building diversified energy matrices, where different renewable sources complement each other, can ensure energy security while reducing reliance on fossil fuels.
On the demand side, accelerating electrification of transport and industry, alongside energy efficiency measures, is essential to reduce fossil fuel consumption. This must be supported by infrastructure development, regulatory frameworks, and targeted incentives, while also addressing the underlying drivers of fossil fuel demand..
Promoting distributed generation and energy democratization is another key lever. Expanding access to decentralized renewable energy solutions can empower communities, reduce energy poverty, and increase resilience, while lowering dependence on centralized fossil-based systems.
At the international level, Colombia highlights the importance of international platforms for dialogue and coordination, including the series of global conferences on transitioning away from fossil fuels, —such as the conference held in Santa Marta,—which serve as key spaces to advance the identification of enabling pathways, shared challenges, exchange best practices, support the implementation of and build consensus around practical and scalable solutions. These forums contribute to fostering collective ambition and enhancing cooperation.
Discussions on enabling pathways for the transition should prioritize the comprehensive reform of the international financial architecture, including expanding access to concessional finance on fair terms, reforming multilateral development banks, and reducing the cost of capital for developing countries. This should be complemented by the deployment of innovative instruments, such as debt-for-nature swaps, to unlock fiscal space for climate action. At the same time, strengthening technology transfer and capacity-building mechanisms remains essential to ensure that all countries can effectively implement low-emission development pathways.
Finally, inclusive governance and social dialogue are essential to build consensus, ensure policy continuity, and support the implementation of transition measures.

(c) Experiences, best practices, and lessons learned
Emerging experiences highlight the importance of integrating energy transition with broader economic diversification strategies, particularly in fossil fuel-dependent regions , taking into account territorial inequalities and differentiated impacts.. Investments in bioeconomy, sustainable tourism, renewable energy value chains, and nature-based solutions can generate alternative sources of income and employment.
Successful approaches also emphasize the role of long-term planning instruments, including nationally determined contributions (NDCs), sectoral roadmaps, and territorial planning frameworks, which provide clarity and predictability for investors and stakeholders while supporting long-term structural transformation..
Another key lesson is the importance of citizen participation and local ownership and community empowerment. Distributed energy systems and community-based initiatives have proven effective in increasing social acceptance, expanding access to energy, and generating local economic benefits.
Experiences also demonstrate that just transition policies, including workforce retraining, social protection, and targeted support for vulnerable regions, are essential to ensure political and social viability, , particularly in regions historically dependent on fossil fuel activities..
The country has advanced several strategic roadmaps that guide policy, investment and technological development, including:
· The Just Energy Transition Roadmap (TEJ), which provides a comprehensive framework integrating renewable energy, energy efficiency, electrification, hydrogen and industrial development.
· Economic diversification and territorial development strategies, aimed at supporting structural transformation in regions dependent on fossil fuel activities, including the promotion of bioeconomy, sustainable tourism, and alternative value chains.
· The Hydrogen Roadmap, aimed at developing a competitive hydrogen economy across key sectors such as transport, industry and exports.
· The Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF) Roadmap, which seeks to decarbonize the aviation sector through domestic production and market development.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bioenergy and Biofuels Roadmaps, supporting the development of biomass, biogas and advanced biofuels.
· The Offshore Wind Roadmap, which establishes the basis for harnessing Colombia’s significant offshore wind potential.
These experiences demonstrate the value of gradual and adaptive regulatory frameworks, long-term planning, and policy coherence.
Colombia also highlights recent efforts to reduce fiscal pressures associated with fossil fuel subsidies, including reforms to the Fuel Price Stabilization Fund (FEPC), as part of broader efforts to improve fiscal sustainability and align price signals.

(d) Ensuring a just, orderly, and equitable transition
Colombia emphasizes that a just transition must reflect the diverse realities of countries, including different levels of development, national circumstances,resource endowments and degrees of dependence on fossil fuels.
Flexible, nationally determined pathways are essential, allowing countries to balance climate ambition with development needs. For developing countries, access to finance, technology transfer and international cooperation is indispensable to accelerate the transition.
A just transition must also address social and territorial dimensions, ensuring the protection of employment, the creation of new economic opportunities, and the inclusion of vulnerable groups, including women, Indigenous Peoples, Peoples of African descent and local communities.
Colombia underscores the importance of territorial approaches, productive reconversion strategies and inclusive participation processes to ensure that no region or community is left behind.
Ensuring energy access is also central, as renewableclean energy serves as an enabler of broader human rights, including health, education and economic development.


Conclusion
Colombia reiterates that transitioning away from fossil fuels requires a comprehensive, systemic and inclusive approach, supported by robust policies, adequate means of implementation and strengthened international cooperation.
Colombia stands ready to continue engaging constructively in this process, in the spirit of urgency, solidarity and ambition required to address the climate crisis.

