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For mitigation
• Alignment of the activities with host country 

priorities, including its nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) 

• A methodological approach for the quantification of 
the mitigation results of the activity should be 
selected and used

• Quantification of mitigation impact should use 
consistent assumptions (e.g. emission factors) to 
those made in national GHG reporting

• Proposals should describe the establishment of a 
measurement, reporting, and verification system

GCF_B.33/12 ESTABLISHED HIGH-LEVEL PRINCIPLES FOR 
DEMONSTRATING THE IMPACT POTENTIAL OF GCF-SUPPORTED 
ACTIVITIES

• Identification: Adaptation proposals should show how 
the activity addresses current or future projected 
climate change risk or impact

• Response: Proposals should explain how the activity will 
reduce the exposure or vulnerability and lessen the risk

• Alignment: Proposals should confirm alignment of the 
proposed activity with the host country’s national plans 
and climate strategies (including NAPs, NAPAs, or long-
term climate strategies)

• Monitoring and evaluation: Projects with a well-designed 
theory of change are more likely to result in successful 
outcomes

For adaptation



• Does it address a climate change issue?

• Does the climate hazard lead to the risk/impact, or is it likely 
to in future, and is the causality clear?

• Will the activity address and reduce the risk/impact?

• Which leads to……………………….

• Quantifying and refining the impacts (tCO2, beneficiaries, 
etc.)
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Climate change basis/context is easy to show

Climate Impact Potential



• How does the proposal show convincingly how climate change has led, or will lead, to the specific risk/impact

that the proposed activity addresses?

• How does the proposal describe the observed and projected future changes of the climate hazard specific to

the climate risk/impact identified?

• How does the proposal describe the exposure and vulnerability of people, systems or ecosystems to the

specific climate hazard?

• How does the proposal consider the non-climate related drivers of any impact, and where applicable their

interaction with climate change drivers?

• How does the proposal show how the activity will enhance adaptive capacity, strengthen resilience and/or

reduce vulnerability to climate change?

• How has the proposal determined the expected number of beneficiaries, who those beneficiaries are and

precisely how they will benefit?

• How does the proposal provide information and analysis to show that the proposed activity will not lead to

maladaptation? (see IPCC AR6 WGII SPM.C4 and references therein)

• How will the proposed activity strengthen institutional capacity to improve climate-resilient practices and

drive policies that reduce climate risk?
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Selection and assessment could be guided by a checklist of 
guidance questions like these:



• For adaptation, defining the climate hazard, exposure, and vulnerability involves 
gathering and synthesizing a diverse range of information which will be unique 
for each proposal
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WHAT IS THE RELEVANT INFORMATION?

Distillation: The process of synthesizing information about climate change from multiple lines of evidence 
obtained from a variety of sources, taking into account user context and values. It leads to an increase in the 
usability, usefulness, and relevance of climate information, and enhances stakeholder trust (IPCC, AR6, TS)

Temperature/heat 
extremes 

Sea level/coastal 
flooding 

Water 
management 



• Vulnerability of ecosystems and people to 
climate change differs substantially among 
and within regions  driven by patterns of 
intersecting socio-economic development

• Demographics

• Human development

• Income

• Employment

• Housing type

• Gender

• Economic variables

EXPOSURE & VULNERABILITY ANALYSIS

Many vulnerability analyses exist, for 
many countries and for all sectors.

Ensuring ease of access to such 
analyses will help proposal developers
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Supporting the use of the “best available data”



8


