
Accelerating SDG implementation and 

Climate Action in ASEAN



IS ASEAN 

ON TRACK WITH THE SDGs?



Progress in ASEAN

Source: ESCAP SDG Gateway



Anticipated progress in 2030 - ASEAN

Source: ESCAP SDG Gateway

     

      
                                                                                                                                                                   

      
                                                                                                                                                                                                              

      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                      

      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

      
                                                                                                                             

      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                      

      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

       
                                                                                                                                                                                

       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                     

       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                

       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      



On track indicators

ASEAN



Reverse current track indicators
ASEAN



Accelerate 
current track 
indicators

ASEAN



Complementarities



Purpose and content of the Complementarities Initiative

Leverage synergy between the ASEAN Vision 
2025 and the 2030 Agenda

Framework Analysis Flagships

Study complementarities 
based on goals and 

objectives, values and 
principles, operational 

elements and 
implementation 

mechanisms

Select a number of cross-
cutting areas and then 

review the status of ASEAN 
in these areas and provide 

an overview of progress 
that needs to be made

Propose flagship initiatives 
to support ASEAN 

countries to 
simultaneously translate 

the two Agendas from 
political aspiration to 

practical implementation



5 priority areas for complementarity

Source: Complementarities between the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 and UN 2030 Agenda

Poverty eradication

Infrastructure and connectivity

Sustainable management of 
natural resources

Sustainable production and 
consumption

Resilience



Poverty eradication. Successful reduction of absolute poverty. Need to focus 
efforts to completely reduce undernourishment and ensure a sustainable  future 
for all in ASEAN. 

Infrastructure and connectivity. Major improvements will need to occur over the 
coming decades. The existing trend points in the right direction but even doubling 
current efforts could leave a gap.  

Sustainable management of natural resources. Natural resource use, waste and 
emissions growing rapidly partyl suporting industrialization and urbanization, 
rising incomes and a growing material standard of living.

Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP). Strong increase in all aspects of 
consumption. Opportunities on making resource productivity and decoupling of 
economic activity from environmental pressure an overall policy objective.

Resilience. Considerable gaps in four key capacities to improve resilience of a 
national economy and society, namely, adaptive, anticipatory, absorptive and 
transformative capacities. 

State and progress in priority areas
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Future scenarios in priority areas: 
Natural Resources



Future scenarios in priority areas: 
Sustainable Consumption and Production



HOW CAN ASEAN 

ACCELERATE PROGRESS 

ON CLIMATE ACTION?



Main messages on climate action in ASEAN

Even with a double effort on current pathway it is impossible to meet 
GHG reduction for Paris Agreement

Focus should be given to:

• Agriculture sector

• Manufacturing

• Cities, building/construction

Sustainable consumption and production is key to address all 
environment issues and particularly GHGs emissions

Climate Finance should focus on these sectors and use SCP as main 
instrument for acceleration



Acceleration window - five years

2030

2025
ASEAN Community 

Vision 2025

UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

2020 2025 2030



Barriers for climate finance

• Awareness on and evidenced-based typology of sustainable business practices; 
Coordinating enabling environment; capacity of commercial banks on climate finance

• Insufficient institutional arrangements unclear roles and accountability; little 
monitoring of impact of business loans and no attribution of cost and externalities

• Absence of regulatory policy mandating banks to embed environmental safeguards; no 
national financial products to support low carbon investments;  

• Lack of communications between and lack of institutional capacities of the main 
institutions involved in climate action. 

• No coordination between various levels of action (national, regional, local) and 
between private and public sector

• Need for “Integrated mechanisms” between entities like the Sustainable Development 
Councils/Committees, Climate Change Agencies, Central Banks, and in close 
collaboration with Ministries (Sustainable Development; Environment; Finance; 
Planning)



• Identify how different sectors relate to climate action and how funding can stimulate 
further economic development.

• Provide advice to decision makers and to support the communications of cross-sectoral 
coordination committees with Ministry of Finance.

• Technical advisory services for the development of concrete financial instruments.
• Priority list of sectors for low carbon investments to guide the national banks.
• Strengthening the monitoring and evaluation procedures, and overall financial governance 

and financial institutions through developing of a green banking law.
• Technical assistance for the development of a national sustainable/green financing 

roadmap and the supporting regulatory tools and mechanisms
• Training course/module on green banking/climate finance to train staff of the Central Bank 

and other banks
• Training for cities to become more climate action proactive

Needs for climate finance



Various capacities need to be strengthened including 
capacities to:

• Develop integrated national climate finance strategies (planning) that 
correspond to NDCs

• Match the best available financial instrument to the specific need 
(feasibility) and then access the instrument (bankability)

• Create or strengthen specific climate action instruments (innovation)

• Climate action at local level – (integration) between national/provincial 
government work

• Monitor and evaluate procedures, costs and benefits (environmental, 
economic, social) and overall climate governance

• Improve institutional governance tools for climate action 

Looking forward



Finance



Climate Sensitive Urban Plans for local level 

finance (CSUP)

Integrated Sectoral Plans (ISP) in priority areas 

for fast NDC implementation with multi-annual 

investment portfolios

Climate Sensitive Urban Plans for local level finance

Integrated Sectoral Plans in priority areas for fast NDC 
implementation with multi-annual investment portfolios

Information, monitoring and/or reporting systems for 
GHG-emission

Linking Cities to National MRV system for tracking NDCs 
and developing City GHG Tracking systems

Align with long term GHG emissions pathways adopted 
by the countries

Vertical integratin



Evidence-based 
planning

• Data and statistics

• Foresight and modeling 

• Science-Policy dialogue

• Knowledge Management

Regional voluntary 
reviews

• Peer Learning 

• Networks & Exchange

• South-South cooperation

• Community of Practice

Increase Climate Action 
Cooperation

Governance


