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Outline

• Refresher on the Review Handbook

a) History: LR conclusions over time

b) Approach: Purpose and objectives

c) Contents: Scope of the handbook

• Discussion

a) How has the Review Handbook been used?

b) How could it be used to facilitate your work? 



History of LR Discussion

Meeting of 
LRs

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008-
2011 2012 2013 2014-

2015 2016 2017 2018

LR1: Welcomed efforts to make 
Handbook more reflective of GPG 
and consistent across 
sectors…suggested to include 
relevant LR conclusions. 

Key LR 
conclusions 

LR9 (para. 21): Develop a 
stepwise approach to the 
review, providing clarity 
on what needs to be done 
and when.

LR13 (Para. 25): Welcomed 
updated Handbook as a 
useful resource to new and 
experienced reviewers.  
Strive to make document as 
concise as possible. 



Approach to Current Review Handbook

Latest 
Review 

Handbook 
(2018)

Annual process 
updates (e.g. reflect 

LR conclusions, 
process updates, 

etc.)

2017 Review Handbook

Reporting, 
accounting and 
review related 

to CP2
2016 Review Handbook

2007 
Review 

Handbook
Stepwise 

Guide
24/CP.19
13/CP.20



Objectives and Principles of the Handbook

Objective: Be a concise, user-friendly tool to help guide review 
experts, particularly new experts, through the review process 
(before, during and after the review week). 

Principles:

• Be relevant for all (a “refresher”), and particularly useful for 
new reviewers. 

• A “one-stop” shop. Combined relevant content of earlier 
Review Handbook + Stepwise Guide

• Be consistent with, but not replace, the relevant UNFCCC 
decisions and IPCC Guidelines
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Substantive Contents of Review Handbook

Sec. 
VI

Sec.

IV

Introduction

Annexes
Sec.

II

Sec.

V

Sec.

III

Section 
VII



Sec. III: Activities, timing and deliverables 
during the review process

Why should you care? 



Sec. VI: General Approach to Review of NIR/CRF Tables

Why should you care?  Guidance for all that does not exist elsewhere.

• How to use the Status and Assessment Reports ( Tables 6-1 and 6-2)

• Guidance to assess status of previous recommendations (Fig. 6-2)

• What is the appropriate notation key  (Table 6-3/ Fig. 6-3)

• Use of significance threshold in reporting & review (Fig. 6-4 + new)

• Guidance on reviewing Tier 3 models (Fig. 6-5)

• Other cross-cutting guidance applicable to all (Table 6-5)



Sec. VII. Sector-specific Guidance

Before asking why should you care, let’s really look what is here, as it comprises over 
half of the review handbook. 

Generalists Sector experts

- Tables with checks to review  mandatory 
and non-mandatory elements of national 
inventory arrangements/systems (e.g. 
Tables 7-1, 7-2).

- Compiles in one place mandatory 
elements of reviewing KCA, 
Uncertainties and QA/QC, along with 
suggestions for issues to examine 
(“should” elements).

- How to assess registry requirements 
(where to look in the SIAR), CPR and 
Article 3.14.

For each sector:
• Allocation for reporting, including 

interaction of the sector with other 
sectors – (e.g. Fig. 7-1) or a specific 
category and other categories in the 
sector (e.g. Figure 7-2).

• Mandatory gases for reporting (e.g. Table 
7-9).

• Category-level tables with specific 
questions the ERT can consider when 
reviewing a Party’s submission (e.g. 
Table 7-10). 



Sec. VII Sector-specific Guidance: Examples

Figure 7-9: Overview of interaction between IPPU with 
other inventory sectors

Table 7-4: Possible actions by the ERT … 

Synthesize 
information in 

multiple 
volumes of 
2006 GL

Highlights 
checks to help 
review TACCC 
for particular 
categories

Provide 
fundamental 

questions that 
reviewer /LR 

could consider



Sec. VII: Sector-specific Guidance: LULUCF

What is mandatory under Tier 1 and 
Tier 2? (Tables 7-55 and 7-56)

What is mandatory if Party claims to 
be following the Wetlands 
Supplement for a category (Table 7-
57)

- Cross-walk to where the relevant 
methods can be found when 
implementing a Tier 1 and Tier 2 (Tables 
7-59 to 7-65). Determine whether Party 
is using correct method?

-Determine when it is appropriate to 
assume carbon stocks are in 
equilibrium?



Sec. VII: Sector-specific Guidance: LULUCF
Table 7- 67: Land representation

Table 7-68

Consistency of land 
representation for 

different 
stratifications

Table 7-70

Checks for 
each CRF 
table for 
LULUCF

Tables 7-72 and 7-74

Checks to assess 
CSC

Table 7-71

Reviewing 
Tier 3 

approaches

Table 7-73

Specific checks for 
all sectoral and 

background tables 
of CRF 4.

Table 7-75

Issues related 
to TACCC, by 

pool

Table 7-77

Checks for 
common errors 

in allocation 
with agriculture



Sec. VII: Sector-specific Guidance: KP-LULUCF

• References include both the content of the paragraph, and further 
explanation where possible.

Tables to help understand decisions: 16/CMP.1, 2/CMP.6, 
2/CMP.7, 2/CMP.8 (Tables 7-87 through 7-90)

• There are specific checks here that a non-LULUCF expert could do if 
the team is struggling to review the sector.

Checks for consistency among KP-LULUCF tables (Table 7-91) 

• Points you to the KP Supplement, and how to check if a technical 
correction is needed. When should it not be applied?

• How to ensure methodological consistency between the FRML and 
current estimate.

Checks related to technical corrections to the FMRL (Table 7-92) 

• How to review the background level?  How to handle legacy 
emissions?

Checks related to natural disturbances (Table 7-93)



Summary: Using the Review Handbook Throughout

Before……              During…..and            After review week

• Guide reviewers on 
expectations and 
tasks

• How to use 
assessment report 
to draft questions.

• What to check?

• Help LRs check 
questions are well 
written.

• Refresher for all

• Focus here is team 
discussion, not reading 
handbook, but…

• Resource for struggling 
reviewers

• Use checks as a QC-
are  relevant questions 
considered? 

• May refer to    
the handbook for 
more targeted 
issues, including 
stemming from 
QA

• May be helpful in 
case of 
adjustments.



CONSIDERATION

YOUR TURN



Feedback of LRs in Preparation for 16th Annual Meeting 

• :  You 
asked….the 

Review 
Handbook 

seeks to deliver

Source: Consistency Paper prepared for the 16th Meeting of Lead Reviewers



For Discussion

1. Have you read/skimmed the Review Handbook : 
Yes / No?

2. Have you used the Review Handbook yourself: 
Yes / No?

3. As a LR, have you ever recommended the use of 
the Handbook to a reviewer: Yes/ No? 



For those who said “Yes”….

• Under which circumstances have you used the Handbook? 
Did it work? 

• What is your overall impression of the Review Handbook?

• Can you share any feedback received from your ERTs?



For those who said “No”….

• Why have you not used the Review Handbook?

• Based on the presentation of the contents of the Handbook today, can you 
share examples of specific circumstances you have faced where, looking 
back, the Review Handbook could have helped?

• As a group, brainstorm response to the following:  

The Top 3-5 ways I will use, or refer to, the Handbook in 2019 are….
1.
2.
3.
4. 
5.



Going Forward

• Refresh yourself: Read/skim the handbook
a) Know the overall contents
b) Know its overall potential to help you achieve your goals

• During the LR meeting, think about which conclusions, if any, may 
be helpful to include in the Handbook

• Communicate to your team the potential for the Review Handbook 
as a reference during the ERT’s kick-off call. 



Thanks!

For further suggestions, talk to us this week, or 

follow up with an email to 

GHGReviews@unfccc.int


