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NDCs: preparing, tracking, reporting progress

Preparation and 
communication

Tracking and 
accounting

Reporting on 
progress

Decision 4/CMA.1, Annex 1
Information to facilitate clarity, transparency 

and understanding

NDC
I. Quantifiable information on reference point

II.Time frames/periods for implementation

III.Scope and coverage

IV.Planning processes

V.Assumptions, methodologies

VI.Fair & ambitious

VII.Contribution towards Convention and 

Paris 

Agreement goals

Decision 4/CMA.1, Annex 2
Accounting guidance

NDC
I. Accounting methodologies and 

metrics

II.Ensuring methodological consistency

III.Scope and coverage

IV.Completeness (including all 

categories of emissions and 

removals)

V.Explanation on exclusion of 

categories

Decision 18/CMA.1 & Annex

Decision 5/CMA.3 & Annexes
MPGs 

Respective BTR chapter (+CTFs) 
A. National circumstances and institutional 

arrangements 

B. Description of NDC

C. Information necessary to track progress 

made in implementing and achieving NDC

D. Mitigation PAMs, including co-benefits 

E. Summary of GHG emissions and 

removals

F. Projections of GHG emissions and 

removals

G. Other information



Reporting information on progress of NDCs

Overview of steps for Parties to track progress of NDCs by indicators:

Identify the 
indicator(s) 

[relevant to NDC; 
qualitative or 
quantitative]

Step 1

Provide information on 
reference point(s), 
level(s), baseline(s), 
base year(s) for each 
indicator

Step 2

Provide most 
recent information 
for each indicator, 
for each reporting 
year, during the 
implementation 
period of NDC

Step 3

Compare steps 2 
and 3, to track 
progress made in 
implementing NDC

Step 4

➢ For the first BTR that contains information on the end year of NDC, provide assessment of whether 

target is achieved.



Some example indicators

Type of NDC goal Relevant indicators (and units)

Emission reduction or limitation 

target relative to a base year 

GHG emissions 

• As reported in the national GHG inventory adapted to the specific scope of the target (e.g., gases 

and sectors covered) (kt CO2 eq0)

• If applicable, including use of market-based mechanisms (ITMOs)

Emission reduction target below a 

projected BAU level

Relationship (e.g., difference in %) between 

• GHG emissions in the BAU target year (%)

• Sector specific GHG emissions (e.g., gases and sectors covered), including use of market-based 

mechanisms (%)

Peaking Target

GHG emissions in all years leading to the current year

• As reported in the national GHG inventory adapted to the specific scope of the target (e.g., gases 

and sectors covered) (kt CO2 eq)

• If applicable, including use of market-based mechanisms (ITMOs)

Renewable Energy 

• Percent of electricity generated by source (%)

• Total generation by source (Gwh)

• Installed capacity by source (MW)

Energy Efficiency  
• Total energy demand or consumption (GWh)

• Energy intensity of the economy (TJ/unit of GDP)

Forest cover

• Share of land covered by forest (%)

• Area covered by forest (ha) / Area restored or reforested (ha)

• Forest stock (m3)

• CO2 sequestered per year (t.CO2.eq)



Some points to consider

➢Parties with both unconditional and conditional targets in their NDC may revise the relevant 

tables to describe conditional targets.

➢ Information needs to match with NDC/ICTU, ensure consistency or explain changes/updates.

➢Each Party with an NDC that consists mitigation co-benefits from adaptation actions and 

economic diversification plans, shall provide information on domestic policies and measures 

implemented to address social and economic consequences of response measures.

➢Some of the information areas may not be relevant to your NDC or sometimes there are 

additional matters to consider. i.e. coverage of GHGs and sectors in your NDC, use or not 

use of ITMOs, etc. 

➢Where a flexibility is applied, information on capacity constraints and self-determined 

improvements need to be elaborated in the BTR.



ETF Architecture

Consideration

Facilitative, multilateral 

consideration of progress 
• Scope: To consider Party’s efforts 

under “Article 9” and “implementation 

and achievement of its NDC”

• Online Q&A

• In session presentation and Q&A 

(all shall)

Review

Technical Expert Review
I. Consistency of information reported

II. Consideration of progress with and 

achievement of NDC

III. Support provided (developed shall, 

and other Parties at their discretion)

IV. Climate change impacts and adaptation 

(VOLUNTARY)

V. Identification of improvements

VI. Identification of capacity building needs

Reporting 

Biennial Transparency Report
I. GHG inventory (all shall + FX)+CRTs

II. Progress in NDCs (all shall + FX)+CTFs

III. Adaptation (all should)

IV. Support provided & mobilized (developed 

shall)+CTFs

V. Support needed & received (developing 

should)+CTFs

✓ Modalities, procedures and guidelines (MPGs) for the ETF; decision 18/CMA.1 and its annex

✓ Common reporting tables and common tabular formats for reporting information under ETF; decision 5/CMA.3, annexes I-III 

✓ Reviews on a voluntary basis of the adaptation information; decision 9/CMA.4 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/CMA2018_03a02E.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/CMA2021_L10a2E.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/CMA2021_L10a2E.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/CMA2021_L10a2E.pdf
https://unfccc.int/documents/626570


Thank you.

Questions, reflections?
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