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Welcome to the RCC Dubai July 2021 Newsletter

We are delighted to bring you the latest newsletter from RCC Dubai!

Here you will find information on latest climate action updates from the region and from
around the world.

This edition also brings an exclusive interview with the UK government's COP26
Ambassador for the Middle East and Africa, H.E. Ambassador Janet Rogan, who shares
her perspective on the road to COP26.

This month there are a number of opportunities for our readers to get involved - register
for upcoming webinars and events, participate in consultations, take advantage of funding
opportunities, access the latest reports and resources on climate action, and much more.

Read on for more!

Your partner in climate action,
RCC Dubai

An Exclusive Interview with the
UK COP26 Regional Ambassador: Middle East
and Africa

In your view, what are the most
important elements that need to
come together to deliver a
successful COP267?

COP26 needs the world to unite to
address the challenges of climate
change, COVID19 and sustainable
development. Five years after the
Paris Agreement (plus one for
COVID) COP26 is a checkpoint to
look at progress so far and for each
country to increase its level of
ambition in terms of its national
contributions to reducing the factors

Ambassador Janet Rogan, the COP26 Regional

Ambassador: Middle East and Africa



https://www.gov.uk/government/people/janet-rogan

that are leading to climate change.

The impact of the global COVID19 pandemic has been severe but COP26 gives us the
opportunity to consider how to build back better and greener, bringing together global and
national agendas for sustainable socio-economic growth, climate resilience and in
particular the transition to renewable energy sources.

What are the priorities and challenges you perceive in MENA with regard to climate
action?

The MENA region is the most water-stressed region in the world, and is highly vulnerable
to climate change and environmental degradation. It is already locked into a degree of
warming which is showing impacts such as more frequent extreme weather events such
as droughts, floods and storms. Climate change disproportionately affects women and
girls and exacerbates gender inequalities so it is important to consider gender aspects in
policies.

There is an urgent global need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions which contribute to
global warming to keep the goal of no more than 1.5 degrees of warming above pre-
industrial levels alive. Although as a whole the region is responsible for only around 8% of
global emissions, there are some high emitters, and overall per capita emissions are high.
All countries, including leading hydrocarbon producers, need to adopt a Net Zero
approach via NDCs and Long Term Strategies that set out a pathway to Net Zero
emissions.

This global move to Net Zero is potentially a big challenge for MENA hydrocarbon
exporters as the world shifts away from oil and gas. However, the region is rich in potential
renewable energy resources so it is possible to see a viable transition away from
hydrocarbons to renewable energy sources. The cost of renewables and other low carbon
technology has fallen far more than anticipated and could create up to 2.1 million jobs in
MENA by 2050. Choosing the transition to renewable energy is choosing the most
economically viable and sustainable future for people in this region and there are already
signs of this happening: Saudi Arabia, UAE, Egypt and Morocco have all announced
increased clean energy generation targets, Morocco already has the world’s largest
concentrated solar plant and Egypt has recently developed one of the world’s largest
photovoltaic solar parks.

Pressures such as conflict and COVID19 increase the difficulties for governments and
people in MENA to address socio-economic growth and a green recovery. Bringing
together sustainable development plans with climate-resilient recovery plans involving
government, private sector, civil society and citizens can help build a better future for the
growing young and dynamic population of the region who will benefit from cleaner air,
healthier communities, greener jobs, sustainable economic growth, energy security and a
safer, more stable climate.

How can the various stakeholders in the region, both public and private, contribute
to the achievement of a successful COP26 outcome?

The UK's aim is to host a COP26 that will unite the world on a clear path to a zero carbon
economy as we all build back better from COVID-19, with a greener, more resilient, and
more inclusive global economy. Our Presidency aims to secure an outcome that reflects
the interests of all Parties. However, this outcome needs to accelerate action to reduce
emissions, strengthen adaptation and resilience to impacts, scale up support, protect and
restore nature, and empower inclusive action. Governments, public sector, private sector
and civil society in the region all have to come together to achieve this.

The four core goals for COP26 aim to accelerate progress towards achieving the aims of
the Paris Agreement through increased ambition in: Mitigation, Adaptation, Finance and
Collaboration. Every country needs to turn their Paris commitments into concrete actions
by submitting improved, more ambitious updated Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) to the overall global goals by 30 July 2021 so they can be included in the
UNFCCC’s synthesis report for COP26. These should contain clear and transparent
targets for action at the national and sub-national level, and reflect the best available
scientific evidence. For MENA , so far only Morocco, the UAE and Lebanon have



submitted their updated NDCs, and we strongly encourage their neighbours to submit their
NDCs as soon as possible.

In addition, countries must take an inclusive approach and on way to do that is to
strengthen women’s involvement in climate action and take gender fully into account in
climate policies. NDCs and National Adaptation Plans should fully mainstream gender
perspectives, and women should have equal space at the table to participate in policy- and
decision-making on climate issues.

We are also calling on countries to increase their use of nature-based solutions and
secure ambitious biodiversity targets while increasing the coverage of protected areas.
Collaboration from the private sector is essential to catalyse whole of economy
transformation. Businesses should consider joining the Race to Zero where they can share
experience and find new routes for climate investment. Civil society organisations, with
their links to on-the-ground communities and practitioners, are agents of change and their
knowledge and leadership is necessary to deliver effective local solutions. Grass root
groups, NGOs and faith groups can play an instrumental part in inspiring governments to
increase their ambition and we want to work with them to deliver a truly ‘all of society’ and
inclusive COP.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Save the Date for the Upcoming AGYLE Webinar

AGYLE Webinar Series

Green Economy and Green Jobs in
the context of post pandemic
recovery: how can young people
contribute and ensure full inclusion

17th August 2021
12:00 -13:30 (Gulf Standard Time) | 10:00 —11:30 (CEST)

The third webinar in the UNFCCC-WGEO RCC Dubai AGYLE Webinar Series will
stimulate a dialogue between high-level and youth participants to share information and
knowledge for a better understanding of the challenges in creating green jobs as well as
the identification of promising initiatives and examples of green jobs for youth
employment creation, with a focus on the Middle East and North Africa.

REGISTER

HERE



https://unfccc.int/about-us/regional-collaboration-centres/rcc-dubai/rcc-dubai-projects/academy-for-global-youth-leadership-empowerment-agyle
https://indico.un.org/event/1000166/

Join Leading Innovators in Fighting Climate
Change at CLIMATHON 2021
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CLIMATHON 2021

Join Leading Innovators in Fighting
Climate Change

The World Green Economy Organization (WGEO), in collaboration with UAE Ministry of
Climate Change and Environment and Ideanco, is hosting the prominent Climate Change
Challenge — CLIMATHON 2021 (October 2 — 12, 2021) across nine cities to transform
challenges into opportunities by creating the future and accelerating the formation of future
jobs.

Climathon 2021 is a hybrid global climate change challenge which will put forth the
challenges faced by cities across the globe with innovators who have the passion,
expertise, and capability to crack such great challenges with the presence and support of
experts, coaches, mentors, and consultants. The outcome will be real innovative solution
that will be beneficial for the communities locally, regionally, and above all, globally.

Innovators will be connected to resolve three core challenges around: Agribusiness, Air
Pollution, and Mobility. The chosen cohorts of innovators will tackle the set challenges in a
hybrid format for a full 72-hours in each city, before pitching their ideas in front of judges
and climate change experts.

These ideas will be developed into tangible sustainable solutions, projects and
potential startups that address climate challenges in all cities across the globe.

Are you an innovator ready to take on the challenge?

Register for CLIMATHON 2021

here

REPORTING FROM CONCLUDED EVENTS

110th Meeting of the CDM Executive Board
Outcome for CDM Stakeholder


https://ideanco.com/opportunities/climathon-2021/
https://files.constantcontact.com/e6079172401/a394892a-539b-4bab-a066-9ae9e2620079.pdf

The Executive Board (EB) of the Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM) held its 110th meeting from 17—19 May and
25-27 May 2021. The meeting was held virtually due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, standard practice since EB 106.

A key item on the agenda was in regard to the issuance of
certified emission reductions (CERSs) for emission reductions
(or removals) achieved from 1 January 2021 for the purposes
of voluntary cancellation. The Board also approved revisions to
one standard on sampling and surveys, six methodologies and
tools, among others.

For a complete overview of EB 110 outcomes, see the
webpage here and the press release here.

The global network of RCCs continues to provide support to CDM stakeholders, including
a virtual workshop series with Designated National Authorities (DNA) in Asia-Pacific and
MENA region in 2020/2021 by RCC Dubai and RCC Bangkok. Read more here

NDC UPDATES FROM THE REGION

NDCs submission update from the region
and upcoming deadline for final NDC Synthesis Report

Bhutan, Morocco and Sudan have recently submitted their
new, updated or interim NDCs.

Countries are encouraged to submit their new or updated NDCs by 30 July 2021.

The UN Climate Change secretariat is planning to publish the final version of the NDC
Synthesis Report based on the NDCs recorded in the interim NDC registry as of this
closing date.

The report will be prepared in advance of the pre-COP meeting scheduled for 30
September — 2 October 2021.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED

Discussion: Race to Zero Consultation Process
What is the Future of the Race to Zero

A year after launching the UN-backed Race to Zero campaign, we know where we’re
headed, and we increasingly know what it will take to get there. The question is how do



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an7QaADrUDpO_KuDW6QxiKdyRFs_gUZXhylTi62GXsEF7_IaGNZHyaUSb3Uzs9PUZZSEFXdCawcQn0wIMxuxn-n-wAHA5HKtSGtJVueRaxgPR-NXBe05B6-GO13oGsCJx9F7FTcgvZdYlqucd8-0OQHyscTV3C85PccAxm0dCx4=&c=gWBMaqktbWsXHdLJ_b9jUiKwFfU4dc0zMe20t4xqgkeX-EhYEakgfw==&ch=pA6OG0Ynec9DDEsi--6EgpJL0MIy6Hdq7Eb1CXU1UvGv15OvUaxlPg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iu7UygaQ-Z0Qi2olTR5f7SCPkkeSY_uCYqq8Yet0-CNR9PiY2deZutk_gjld0QVQUPkwEO3L9g3XlbRvXCL0bk8L8MmxSiWx8nwV1YSnlRCJXsB3rzHNaO3-rIwzzz8cRjT81Axj9_0vJuDo18CDDQuYOp3Ed5rdjnwI8U8pZN4=&c=V14SNr3mJFu374FvYwATIIAxlYsap6wds8XJxVOWNoi7h6wdhX9gig==&ch=GJf9_suxEZNtSUrwev7F3Ow9V8vFoBbK1-11rucPLqUz4fHz5_rnPA==&jrc=1
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iu7UygaQ-Z0Qi2olTR5f7SCPkkeSY_uCYqq8Yet0-CNR9PiY2deZuoqSzj6kCR_bQAmdSpyRmXsAVBa_XAGTNlCqXUYcd-9glLTXnsuJxg_E4KYL0_p_o7fqJr3WQuOYLIJbQzc6iaf9asFAYE1xbwno-ZFZ-0L8n4uhVU7Q9giEMgUKcb017S_hyK3JggYv247Y34NPJYHj4YjmJdxgZDEaZx10qD1L4QTZet2BGhc=&c=V14SNr3mJFu374FvYwATIIAxlYsap6wds8XJxVOWNoi7h6wdhX9gig==&ch=GJf9_suxEZNtSUrwev7F3Ow9V8vFoBbK1-11rucPLqUz4fHz5_rnPA==&jrc=1
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an7QaADrUDpO_KuDW6QxiKdyRFs_gUZXhylTi62GXsEF7_IaGNZHyeLUWvRcCtEmyJPwQhql1W8rYUho7F-VZrncf2tUeY8d9oBcDm_o3ksHPMrS_1WgIB6knxijgNHVrQVlxu7be0udc8L88WESARi9vi01HdSJeWwqnOjy8R5BNViNMzIt0XnCv66GAgymCkxbMu2GES7yORVKL92xonbi1mV8-9a6EZwv5-H2t2c=&c=gWBMaqktbWsXHdLJ_b9jUiKwFfU4dc0zMe20t4xqgkeX-EhYEakgfw==&ch=pA6OG0Ynec9DDEsi--6EgpJL0MIy6Hdq7Eb1CXU1UvGv15OvUaxlPg==
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NDCStaging/Pages/Party.aspx?party=BTN&prototype=1
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NDCStaging/Pages/Party.aspx?party=MAR&prototype=1
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NDCStaging/Pages/Party.aspx?party=SDN&prototype=1
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/ndcstaging/Pages/LatestSubmissions.aspx
https://ukcop26.org/pre-cop/pre-cop-milan/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MOgo6CwJnkChO51sju9-XqSsiU393jwOvz7oIgOhU9hsx8KFemAgIpN8ppYUtnbEcQ7MVKGN1tjKEnDbtnP-tEFTjHkiyNWYnm0CVLSdmQt5liF1zi14eb9J4sffBmJ1IJ6L2aZYbUisSlsamLjMYMCbb13gaZeraY1SUZRWYHg=&c=eJdseTKWYJBuzZS9yb8QvrT23KgJttSEKT_0OesyC72LrxUFkB4OZw==&ch=Po5Kk0kBsA-nrDhM6vKKMbTCRDjOUcJvMydWlJ4jeAx9EliQP5ziYg==

we keep members on track to ensure they progress towards implementation and

continually raise their commitments?

The High-Level Champions for Climate Action have launched a 10-week public
consultation from 23 June until 3 September, 21:00 Gulf Standard Time, in which we
encourage you to submit written responses via the provided link below.

The submissions will then be made public and open to discussion as we work together to

set out the future of the Race to Zero.

Submit your responses here

Find out more about the public consultation here.

Grants and Funding Opportunities Around the
Region

Application for the 2021
Global Ecosystem-based
Adaptation Fund is Now Open!

The Global EbA Fund is a newly launched
Fund to support scaling up Ecosystem-
based Adaptation (EbA) across the world.
Through its International Climate Initiative
(IKI), the Federal Environment Ministry of
Germany has committed 20 million euros
to the Fund.

It has positioned itself as a quickly
deployable mechanism for supporting
innovative approaches to EbA by
providing small grants up to USD 250,000
for activities, with a maximum period of
36 months.

The call for proposals is open until 31
August 2021. Interested non-
governmental and private  sector
organizations can find more
information here

Call for Proposal: CCAC
Action Programme
to Address the 1.5C Challenge

The Climate and Clean Air Coalition
(CCAC) Action Programme to Address
the 1.5°C goal has launched a Call for
Proposals for projects that support
national or regional actions to
reduce Short-Lived Climate Pollutants

(SLCPs).

Eligible projects, ready to start in the first
quarter of 2022, can apply for grants of up
to USD 100,000 by 31 August 2021.

Applications must be submitted by a
partnership of at least two entities actively
involved in the implementation of the
related projects.

Detailed guidance for submitting a project
proposal is available here.

Marrakech Partnership Global Climate Action Pathways


https://racetozero.unfccc.int/join-the-race/public-consultation/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8Z5ZKX3VrQAxUalJHkxJYsyjt6Wn_ebnHnrXSNJG5i2HXag/viewform
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/join-the-race/public-consultation/
https://globalebafund.org/about/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iu7UygaQ-Z0Qi2olTR5f7SCPkkeSY_uCYqq8Yet0-CNR9PiY2deZuoqSzj6kCR_bQbB4U5WQm1ZRRal01svXmhB3_IzgGzAbDkgV5czLvxuf0mVPCvHiDGCTj5M-Fj3OUZHo_DW3jwE9aVSq54DYgNsisqJJWy36P3bloe-0BLB_yfHjIHlKdOrAgfA-fHxxOV_c1mLXHllg7YtLxwv9aoV8MkdEPMoJ&c=V14SNr3mJFu374FvYwATIIAxlYsap6wds8XJxVOWNoi7h6wdhX9gig==&ch=GJf9_suxEZNtSUrwev7F3Ow9V8vFoBbK1-11rucPLqUz4fHz5_rnPA==&jrc=1
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iu7UygaQ-Z0Qi2olTR5f7SCPkkeSY_uCYqq8Yet0-CNR9PiY2deZuoqSzj6kCR_bXN7o4Xv-L0i2dNPvaJ_94z9oqaZpG7IGCQtKjO3zgm9U_WU7JoZP0evSuK4P4y9C1RBHwrNaEeVt5DmAVqgreqDkp5WgqlCsQbQpVIHrNnNbSJl9CpEcCs5jzG7U7-2e&c=V14SNr3mJFu374FvYwATIIAxlYsap6wds8XJxVOWNoi7h6wdhX9gig==&ch=GJf9_suxEZNtSUrwev7F3Ow9V8vFoBbK1-11rucPLqUz4fHz5_rnPA==&jrc=1
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an7QaADrUDpO_KuDW6QxiKdyRFs_gUZXhylTi62GXsEF7_IaGNZHyeLUWvRcCtEmP5ioUZYoFrc8dUS-_4nBKPFSFmhT-pShlySDA8-YKPzmwMPErHMEFdJj2Q3yRooStbu3mp97fXj0aUN_N9WMKMIy__1zxodZmk4flgH-vKICjwvK2JNWD4eBAS3PjJEBjna2rRRdKwI1k0OCIjPUKa464X9fDfPr&c=gWBMaqktbWsXHdLJ_b9jUiKwFfU4dc0zMe20t4xqgkeX-EhYEakgfw==&ch=pA6OG0Ynec9DDEsi--6EgpJL0MIy6Hdq7Eb1CXU1UvGv15OvUaxlPg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iu7UygaQ-Z0Qi2olTR5f7SCPkkeSY_uCYqq8Yet0-CNR9PiY2deZuoqSzj6kCR_bzLXLW9IMkoPoewtKlQqrqN3F5ys1T7AFcNVGR2gZ6tChu3q6kwD-mcJtp-pAzuRm78GwurdtXh3Ug86YdN_P3zKMSQCmIs_-UBa6l_i--2li5g9bRSNe1fmLJZwb6NJ9V28k9HJyKbnKJYlaDKKzRnsC-fkhf2dvCzcWJgOg2AEY7yD2qBtnTQ==&c=V14SNr3mJFu374FvYwATIIAxlYsap6wds8XJxVOWNoi7h6wdhX9gig==&ch=GJf9_suxEZNtSUrwev7F3Ow9V8vFoBbK1-11rucPLqUz4fHz5_rnPA==&jrc=1

The Climate Action Pathways set out sectoral visions for a 1.5°C, climate-resilient world

by latest 2050 and identify change levers and impact areas to transform various sectors of
the economy.

The Climate Action Pathways 2021 are being updated now!

The High-Level Champions and the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action have
specifically focused on strengthening cross-cutting aspects such as just transition, gender-
responsiveness, resilience and circular economy. This month also sees the launch of the
Finance Pathway, the latest tool to accelerate climate action with a focus on private
finance.

If you are keen to track the action, give the Global Climate Action Portal a visit, which
displays the actions cities, regions, companies, investors, and other organisations have
taken.
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2020 proved to be an immensely challenging year. As the COVID-19 pandemic continued
to unfold, all UNFCCC processes continued to move forward in 2020, albeit in virtual
mode. The secretariat continued to support Parties in developing their medium- and long-
term commitments to zero greenhouse gas emissions and in assessing the impact of
national climate responses.

Read more here.

In 2020 — one of the warmest years on record — the


https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-and-tracking/climate_action_pathways
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/actors/meet-the-champions
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership-for-global-climate-action
https://climateaction.unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/UNFCCC_Annual_Report_2020.pdf
https://unfccc.int/annualreport#eq-3

industrial baseline, according to the report by World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) on the State of the
Global Climate 2020, released in April. It highlighted the
acceleration in climate change indicators like rising sea
levels, melting sea ice, and extreme weather, as well as
worsening impacts on socio-economic development.

State®of the )/
Global Climate = Y

2020 ; @ Based onthe Global Annual to Decadal Climate
3 - Update, there is about a 40% chance of the annual
average global temperature temporarily reaching 1.5°C
in at least one of the next five years. There is a 90%
likelihood of at least one year between 2021-2025
becoming the warmest on record, which would dislodge
2016 from the top ranking.

X

Read Full Report Here

Find out more about our work to facilitate
climate action in the Middle East, North Africa
and South Asia at the RCC Dubai Webpage

Visit our website

STAY CONNECTED
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This newsletter may contain advice, opinions and statements of various information providers. The United Nations and the UNFCCC do not
represent or endorse the accuracy or reliability of any advice, opinion, statement or other information provided by any information provider or
other person or entity. Reliance upon any such advice, opinion, statement, or other information shall also be at the reader's own risk. This
newsletter may contain links and references to third-party web sites. The linked sites are not under the control of the United Nations or the
UNFCCC, and the United Nations and UNFCCC are not responsible for the content of any linked site or any link contained in a linked site.
The links are provided only as a convenience, and the inclusion of a link or reference does not imply the endorsement of the linked site by the
United Nations or the UNFCCC. Nothing herein shall constitute or be considered to be a limitation upon or a waiver of the privileges and
immunities of the United Nations or the UNFCCC, which are specifically reserved.
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an7QaADrUDpO_KuDW6QxiKdyRFs_gUZXhylTi62GXsEF7_IaGNZHyeLUWvRcCtEmxbN2j8JIhzDI7DWhm53HaAl1ZrF_dmiJkWm42kHFk1mAeDxLurZCU5FBggpxcCLHDP0HUTFyFBe36n33MPSsNA==&c=gWBMaqktbWsXHdLJ_b9jUiKwFfU4dc0zMe20t4xqgkeX-EhYEakgfw==&ch=pA6OG0Ynec9DDEsi--6EgpJL0MIy6Hdq7Eb1CXU1UvGv15OvUaxlPg==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001an7QaADrUDpO_KuDW6QxiKdyRFs_gUZXhylTi62GXsEF7_IaGNZHyeLUWvRcCtEmlYpPzeAZVkXbPjGGLTybvbb5V9ci-id0ESm372-P-6WtS3FmZoy3axrsxNeZE3h48c8jm7sEDBIdDMhWC0OyQ5oO4rXeCvCnZyzBrIpUqxs=&c=gWBMaqktbWsXHdLJ_b9jUiKwFfU4dc0zMe20t4xqgkeX-EhYEakgfw==&ch=pA6OG0Ynec9DDEsi--6EgpJL0MIy6Hdq7Eb1CXU1UvGv15OvUaxlPg==
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=21880#.YOWWM2gzaUm
https://unfccc.int/about-us/regional-collaboration-centres/rcc-dubai
https://www.facebook.com/UNclimatechange
https://twitter.com/unfccc
https://www.instagram.com/unclimatechange/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unfccc
https://www.youtube.com/user/climateconference/videos

