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China4C’s 2017 National Public Opinion Survey Report Climate Change in the 
Chinese Mind Released at COP23 

 
China Center for Climate Change Communication (China4C) release the English verstion of its latest 
national public opinion survey report Climate Change in the Chinese Mind 2017, at the official UNFCCC 
press conference zone at COP23.  
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“when speaking of climate change, the first word came to our respondents’ minds is ‘Hot’. 94.4% of 
the respondents think that climate change is happening, 75.2% believe they’ve already experienced 
impacts of climate change, and nearly 80% are worried about climate change,” said Dr. Binbin Wang, 
co-founder of China4C shared key findings from the 2017 national survey. “the Chinese public’s 
feelings are in line with the warming trend in the past 66 years in China, accroing to the historical tem-
perature archives recorded by China Meteorological Administration from 1951 to 2016.” 
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For the full English report: 
i.weather.com.cn/images/cn/in-
dex/dtpsc/2017/11/07/Cli-
mate_Change_in_the_Chi-
nese_Mind_2017_English_Version.pdf 
 
Or email: binbinwang@pku.edu.cn 
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With changing climate, respondents think the government, the media and environmental NGOs should 
player larger rols in addressing climate change. Dr. Binbin Wang emphasied that “Through the mutli-
stakeholder cooperation in the past several years, China has formed a pattern of joint participation by 
multiple stakeholders including the government, the media, enterprises, environmental NGOs and 
scientific research institutes in tackling climate change. This is a new phenomenon, indicating that 
China is constantly learning from its participation in global climate governance and making progress.” 
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Dr. Fuqiang, Steering Committee Expert of “Belt and Road Green Development Partnership” thinks 
that such new phenomenon in addressing climate change that is led by the government and participated 
by multi-stakeholders has already “spilt over” into the implementation of China’s “Belt and Road” Ini-
tiative. He said, “China attaches great importance to the issue of climate change and sustainable devel-
opment when carrying out the ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ and the multi-stakeholder governance model is 
the route we must take. “Belt and Road Green Development Partnership” was built on the strengths of 
more than a dozen environmental NGOs and research institutions in China. This platform mirrors 
China's green development. With the gradual implementation of the 'Belt and Road Initiative', China 
can contribute more to the process of global sustainability development." (For more information about 
“Belt and Road Green Development Partnership”, please visit www.chinagoinggreen.org) 
 
The China4C survey shows that 90% of  the respondents support the government’s climate mitigation 
and adpatation measures. Dr. Binbin Wang said, “In the survey, we listed the relevant mitigation and 
adaptation policies issued by the government over the past few years, and the level of respondents' 
support to each of these policies is quite high. This shows that with all parties' deep understanding of the 
issue of climate change, it has become a consensus that the mitigation and adaptation are of the same 
importance. Among them, the mitigation policies involve the promotion and application of energy-saving 
products, the development of clean energy and the control of fossil fuel consumption. It can be seen that 
the public are highly supportive of China's low-carbon transformation.” 
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Regarding China's participation in global climate governance, 94% of the respondents support the 
Chinese government in implementing the Paris Agreement, and 96.8% support China's efforts to 
promote international cooperation in addressing climate change. Professor Haibin Zhang from of the 
School of International Affairs of Peking University commented, "Although the global climate 
governance is Impacted by the US’s intended withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, we see that the 
U.S. state governments, entrepreneurs and non-governmental organizations all have come to Bonn to 
participate in this UN climate change conference. The international community can feel the 
tremendous support from the Chinese public as data from this national survey have showed. ‘The 
torch’ of global climate governance will not go out, as it will always be held by each of us. " 
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LIVE Webcast of the press release could be found at https://unfccc.cloud.streamworld.de/webcast/report-
release-the-climate-change-in-the-chinese-a 
 

About the Center for China Climate Change Communication (China4C)  

The China4C, established in April 2010, is the first think tank among all developing countries focusing 

on the research about the climate change communication theory and practice, as well as research on the 

strategic communication analysis in China’s climate change policy making and implementation. The 

members come from the Renmin University of China, Peking University and other related research in-

stitutes. China4C’s work is supported by many Chinese ministries, especially the National Development 

and Reform Commission.  

Follow us: 

Facbook @China4C; Twitter @China_4C 

Press release – New surveys show a majority of Americans and Chinese support the Paris Agreement 

and the transition to a low carbon future 

https://cop23.unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Press%20Release.pdf 

Email: binbinwang@pku.edu.cn 

 

 


