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When do we act
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Impacts of the climate crisis and how we address impacts
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How does IFRC crisis response 
funding work?
Disaster Response emergency fund (DREF)

▪ Types of allocations

▪ Grants to cover the costs of smaller-scale operations. 

• Start-up funding (loan) for response to large-scale disasters for which an 

emergency appeal has or will be launched

• Forecast based action: When an event that could lead to a disaster is imminent, 

which can be predicted in days or at the most in weeks, such as cyclones, 

evolving floods

• Speed: Available within 12-24 hours from receipt of request

• Amount:: up to 1 million CHF

• Duration – Short term, typically 3-9 month operation

Emergency appeal: 

• What is it: Plan developed for an emergency situation, where there are significant 

needs for which international assistance is required. 

• Scale of needs: Usually for medium to large scale disasters and crises of budget 

beyond DREF threshold

• Scope: Relief and recovery, also includes capacity development, preparedness and 

risk reduction

• Duration: usually 6 to 24 months – longer for larger scale.
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Where is the DREF responding?
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Anticipatory action: Triggers and early action

•FbF Practitioners Manual

•Set the trigger guidance

•Trigger database

•Early action database


