
Decoding UNFCCC 
Language



Ice Breaker - Pamela



Structure

Scan the QR 
code to join!



UNFCCC Language: 
Terms used in negotiations



Mitigation and 
Adaptation



Mitigation means avoiding and 
reducing emissions of greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere to 
prevent the planet from warming.

Definition taken from the WWF



Adaptation means altering our 
behavior, systems, and ways of life 
to protect our families, our 
economies, and the environment 
from the impacts of climate 
change.

Definition taken from the WWF



Loss and 
Damage



Loss and damage refers to the 
negative effects of climate change 
that occur despite mitigation and 
adaptation efforts. It is concerned 
with the unavoidable and 
irreversible impacts of the climate 
crisis. Definition taken from the UNEP



Just Transition



A just transition seeks to ensure 
that the substantial benefits of 
a green economy transition are 
shared widely, while also 
supporting those who stand to 
lose economically.

Definition taken from the EBRD



UNFCCC Language: 
Verbs used in agreements



Exercise
Scan the QR Code on the right to open 
the First Global Stocktake (final decision 
document of COP28).

Now find the following words:
• Recalling
• (Also / Further) Recognizes
• Decides
• Calls on / calls upon



Structure



Preamble vs Operative Part



There exists a spectrum of 
verbs that all have slightly 
different meanings.

Learn more here:



Case Study: 
Paris Agreement 

Article 4.4



Article 4.4

What do you think is the key word here? 
Discuss



Should vs. Shall





The last-minute crisis of the 
Paris Agreement







Case Study: 
Language on Fossils Fuels



COP26



Glasgow Climate Pact – 
Article 36

Can you imagine (or remember) which 
countries advocated for this phrasing at 
COP26?





COP28



Article 28 – Version of 5th 
December 2023



Article 28 – Version of 8th 
December 2023



Article 28 – Version of 11th 
December 2023



Article 28 – Version of 13th 
December 2023 - final





First Global Stocktake – 
Article 29

What are transitional fuels? Who might have 
advocated for their inclusion in the document? 
Discuss!





Intergenerational climate 
justice – Amy MF 



Thank you
Find out more about 

ActNowFilm



Find out more about 
ActNowFilm

Follow us on social media!

 
@actnowfilm

@climatewords

@climatalk

/groups/12550724/



Background: International 
Agreements in the US
During the negotiations for the PA, US Special 
Envoy for Climate Change, Todd Stern, stated 
the following:
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