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#1 A brief history of the UNFCCC:
Lessons from the past for a better future

United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

« Agreed in 1992 at Rio Summit, ratified in 1994 .

» Goal: stablisation of greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere at a level
that prevents dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.

The time frame allows people and planet to adapt their economies sustainably.

« Convention does not contain concrete targets to tackle climate change but is

rather framework for future agreements and policies.

« Annex | (developed states (OECD countries) and states in transition) and Annex
Il countries (developing) to follow principle of “common but differentiated

responsibilities” (CBDR) .
« COP = Conference of Parties is the supreme decision-making body.

» Climate COPs are held every year, location rotates based on regional divisions.
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COP Timeline: Key Milestones
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1. Berlin 3. Kyoto 13. Bali 15. Copenhagen 16. Cancun

Signatory countries agree to meet Kyoto Protocol adopted with ~ Timetable set for negotiations on Sets goal of keeping global Cancun Agreements, which
annually and warn of the need o commitment to reduce emissions  new international agreement to warming below 2°C and formalises commitments set out
reduce emissions of polluting of greenhouse gases in replace Kyoto Protocol and developed countries commit to in Copenhagen, drafted and
gases. industrialised countries. include all countries. long-term financing for developing Green Climate Fund established.

countries,
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23. Bonn 22. Marrakech 21. Paris 18. Doha
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Breakthrough in talks on Paris Roadmap for implementation of Paris Agreement unanimously  Agreed to extend Kyoto Protocol
Agreement rules (Paris Rulebook) Paris Agreement and Marrakech adopled. until 2020. Some countries did
and launch of ‘Talanoa Dialogue.” Partnership adopled. First not support extension.

meeting of CMA.
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24, Katowice 25. Madrid 26. Glasgow 27. Sharm el-Sheij 28. Dubai
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Agreed detailed rules for Multilateral discussions around Adoption of Glasgow Climate Agreement to establish a Loss Global Stocktake completed,
implementation of Paris 1.5°C scenario consolidated. Pact and agreement on Paris  and Damage fund. Nature-based Agreement o operalionalise Loss
Agreement and results of Fostered civil society and Rulebook. solutions included in political  and Damage Fund. Explicit call to
‘Talanoa Dialogue’ presented. government partnerships to decision for first time. move away from fossil fuels.
mobilise climate action,

Resources

« Report on the history of COP (Harvard Kennedy School)

« Climate dictionary (UNDP)
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https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/mrcbg/publications/awp/awp219
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/mrcbg/publications/awp/awp219

