
 

  

  

Dear Stakeholders, 
 
We are delighted to bring to you the October news edition. We hope you enjoyed our last newsletter. 
In this edition we bring you more exciting updates ranging from latest developments to news of past 
and future. 
 
Happy reading! 
 
RCC Kampala team. 

  

Update on Paris Agreement ratification 
 

Status of Ratification   

  

 
As of 13 October 2017, 168 Parties have ratified the Paris 
Climate Change Agreement, of the 197 Parties to the 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. On 5 October 
2016, the threshold for entry into force of the Paris 
Agreement was achieved. 

Read more.  

 

Events and News 
 

 

 

  

 

http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9444.php
http://unfccc.int/


UNFCCC: Momentum for Change Climate Action 2017 Winners 
Announced 

  
Nineteen ground-breaking initiatives from around the world were chosen as winners for the 2017 
United Nations Momentum for Change Climate Solutions Award. Representatives from the following 
three winning activities spoke about their innovative solutions at a special event with the UNFCCC 
Executive Secretary in Berlin this morning:  

• A women-led, eco-fashion business that addresses climate change by recycling fabric waste 
to produce clothing collections, while providing jobs for disadvantaged female workers. 

• A partnership between TerraCycle, SUEZ, and Procter & Gamble that removes plastic from 
beaches and uses it to create shampoo bottles made with 25% of the reclaimed beach 
plastic. 

• The leading British retailer Marks & Spencer, who implemented a sustainable strategy that 
allowed them to achieve carbon neutrality for worldwide operations in 2014. 

Other winners include a financial corporation in South Africa that leveraged private-sector capital to 
develop and construct the world's first large-scale concentrated solar power plant; a credit card 
company in South Korea where users are rewarded with points when they act sustainably; and, an 
easy-to-use ICT tool to help farmers make climate-smart decisions in Colombia and Honduras. 
  
Further winners include the first winery in California to operate on 100% renewable energy, and a 
company that brings solar energy to remote medical centers in Africa, which in turn helps save lives 
during childbirth. 
Read more on the initiatives.  
  
Source: UNFCCC Newsroom  

  

 

Climate Action Leadership Network Launch in New York: 
Partnership of Marrakesh Partnership for Global Action 

 
The High-Level Climate Champions, Ms. Hakima El Haite, Special Envoy for Climate Change from 
the Kingdom of Morocco, and Mr. Inia B. Seruiratu, Fijian Minister of Agriculture have launched the 
Climate Action Leadership Network at Climate Week in New York. 
The vision is to bring together a high-level network of leaders to drive urgent climate action ahead 
of 2020, when national governments will submit a new round of nationally determined contributions 
(NDCs) as part of the Paris Climate Change Agreement. Read more  
  
Source: UNFCCC Newsroom  

http://newsroom.unfccc.int/climate-action/winners-of-2017-un-climate-solutions-awards-announced/
http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/climate-action-leadership-network-launched-in-new-york/


 Outcomes of the 18th Global 
Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM) Designated 
National Authorities Forum 

(DNA) in Bonn 19-20 
September 2017 

 
The forum was attended by DNA focal points 
and representatives from across the world. 

Representatives were from Africa (Anglophone 
and Francophone), Latin America and 

Caribbean, Western Europe, Eastern Europe and Asia Pacific. In addition, international 
organizations working on climate change topics attended the event. These included World Bank, 
UNFCCC, GIZ, DOEs, representatives from the five United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change Regional Collaboration Centers (RCC) and climate change consultants. 
  

The forum included different sessions on Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) transition from 
Kyoto to the Paris Agreement (PA) and its relevance for Nationally Determined Contributions 
implementation highlighting how the adoption of the Paris agreement can generate into a new 

strong impetus for climate action and how CDM projects could directly contribute to the 
implementation of NDCs of the project host countries.  

  
The second session focused on Opportunities and Barriers for CDM projects becoming part of 
NDCs, in this session participants discussed issues regarding the opportunities, barriers and 

enabling measures for helping CDM projects become part of the NDC implementation strategies.  
  

The third session focused on Support required from DNAs in the transition from Kyoto climate 
regime to the Paris Agreement, in this session the forum highlighted the kind of support that DNAs 

could provide especially under Article 6 of the PA,. The proposals for support by DNAs included 
setting up a carbon tax fund to finance the non-conditional part of the NDC, administrative support 

for national registry, national accountability with the GHG inventories among others.  
  

The forth session discussions highlighted support that could be offered through RCCs and 
collaborating partners like the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH 

(GIZ). The support highlighted for partners included capacity strengthening on Article 6 of the PA 
such as Internationally Transferred Mitigation Outcomes (ITMOs), development and establishment 

of standardized baselines to achieve mitigation targets under the NDCs. 
 

The forum concluded with presentations from the five RCC representatives from the RCC Lome, 
RCC Kampala, Bangkok, Panama and St. George where they shared their experiences on the 
regional needs of DNAs and support provided in the context of CDM among others. Please see 

the report for more information. 
 

Go to event report for more information 
  

Read more about the forum on UNFCCC newsroom  
   

Source: RCC Kampala  

 

 

http://files.constantcontact.com/e6079172401/ca3119b8-4bea-448e-8c0b-9154e75f11a4.pdf
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/forum-calls-for-clarity-on-future-of-clean-development-mechanism-under-paris-agreement/


 

 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) Technology Mechanism: Accelerating Climate 

Technology Implementation 
 
The Technology Mechanism works to enhance the development and transfer of climate 
technologies to developing countries. The Technology Executive Committee, the 
mechanism's policy arm, recently identified policy recommendations for accelerating climate 
tech action. It is currently exploring how countries can link their technology needs 
assessments with their nationally determined contributions. Furthermore, it is exploring how 
to track the implementation of technology action plans. The Technology Mechanism's other 
arm, the Climate Technology Center and Network, supports developing countries with 
technology implementation. Recently, its Advisory Board explored how to enhance its 
services of technical assistance, capacity-building and information-sharing. The Center is 
working with the Green Climate Fund to support countries in building capacity for sending 
proposals to the fund. 
  Read more     
  
source:TT:CLEAR                        

 

 

 Adaptation Committee  
  
The   

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) Adaptation Committee (AC) was 
established to promote the implementation of 
enhanced action on adaptation in a coherent manner. 
It acts as an interface between the intergovernmental 
process and expertise and action outside the 
Convention and provides technical guidance and 
support on coherent adaptation action and on 
adaptation finance, technology and capacity building.  
At its 12th meeting, the AC, together with the Least 

Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG) and others, successfully concluded its work on 
technically and politically complex matters arising from the Paris Agreement, for which 
background research was conducted over the past two years. The recommendations on 
these matters are contained in the report of the AC to COP 23 and a joint Addendum to the 
reports of the AC and the LEG.   
In addition, the AC, with support from NWP partner organizations and the Climate Technology 
Center and Network, compiled an extensive overview of platforms providing technical 

 

 

12th meeting of the Adaptation committee. 
 

http://www.unfccc.int/ttclear
http://unfccc.int/documentation/documents/advanced_search/items/3594.php?rec=j&priref=600009785
http://unfccc.int/documentation/documents/advanced_search/items/3594.php?rec=j&priref=600009787
http://unfccc.int/documentation/documents/advanced_search/items/3594.php?rec=j&priref=600009787
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/adaptation_committee/application/vnd.openxmlformats-officedocument.spreadsheetml.sheet/ac12_7c_landscape_annex2_platforms.xlsx


assistance to Parties. The AC discussed an analysis of the information contained in this 
overview and will make it available on the secretariat's Adaptation Knowledge Portal. Other 
existing platforms that may fit the criteria will be invited to contact the secretariat to be 
included in the existing list.  
Regarding adaptation funding from the Green Climate Fund (GCF), the AC prepared an 
information paper on experiences of countries in accessing the GCF readiness programme, 
based on surveys and interviews conducted with countries, delivery partners and inputs from 
the GCF secretariat. The information will help in shaping a workshop planned to take place 
in April 2018, in conjunction with NAP Expo, that will aim to advance the understanding and 
overcome challenges relating to the establishment of national entities for direct access, and 
to accessing the GCF readiness programme for adaptation. The AC further noted the positive 
responses received on the first issue of its Adaptation Finance Bulletin and agreed to produce 
the second issue soon after COP 23. 
  
See unfccc.int/10375 for more details on background papers and agreed outcomes of the 
meeting. 

 

 

  

Global climate action initiatives 
 

Join the National Adaptation Plan 
Global Network 

 

 
Through National Adaptation Plan (NAP) processes, developing countries are building their 

http://www4.unfccc.int/sites/nwp/Pages/Home.aspx
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/adaptation_committee/application/pdf/ac12_8ai_readiness.pdf
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/cancun_adaptation_framework/adaptation_committee/application/pdf/adaptation_finance_bulletin_no._1_august_2017.pdf
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/groups_committees/adaptation_committee/items/10375.php


resilience to climate change impacts and integrating adaptation considerations into all 
relevant policies and strategies. 
  
The NAP Global Network connects peers working on NAP processes and publishes 
analysis, communications and knowledge products to highlight lessons emerging about the 
NAP process. 
  
The NAP Global Network focuses on several key themes, including financing NAP 
processes. Significant financing is needed throughout the entire NAP process, but especially 
within its implementation phase. The following resources explore a range of potential sources 
of finance - private and public, international and domestic - to meet this need. 
  
 Financing NAP Processes: Contributing to the achievement of nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) adaptation goals 
This guidance note aims to assist countries with determining how to secure the financing for 
their NAP processes to enable its potential to be reached. The NAP process has strong 
potential to act as a vehicle for implementing the adaptation ambitions countries have laid out 
in their nationally determined contributions (NDCs). 
  
sNAPshot | Domestic Public Finance for Implementation of NAPs 
This sNAPshot policy brief introduces the topic of using domestic public finance for the 
implementation of NAP processes. In many of the countries that are most vulnerable to 
climate change, there are no strong revenue streams to draw from to finance needed 
adaptation actions. In spite of this, we know developing countries are already investing in 
actions that will help them adapt to climate change, although they are not necessarily labelled 
as such. 
  
Webinar | Domestic Finance for the NAP process, with lessons from Colombia 
Watch a recording and read presentations from a recent NAP Global Network webinar that 
explored how countries mobilize domestic public finance to help develop and implement their 
NAP processes.   
For more resources on on the NAP process, please visit: www.napglobalnetwork.org 
 
Source:  International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) 
Secretariat for the NAP Global Network 

 

 

Publications 
 

  

http://napglobalnetwork.org/themes/
http://napglobalnetwork.org/resource/financing-national-adaptation-plan-nap-processes-contributing-achievement-nationally-determined-contribution-ndc-adaptation-goals/
http://napglobalnetwork.org/resource/financing-national-adaptation-plan-nap-processes-contributing-achievement-nationally-determined-contribution-ndc-adaptation-goals/
http://napglobalnetwork.org/resource/snapshot-domestic-public-finance-implementation-naps/
http://napglobalnetwork.org/resource/webinar-domestic-finance-nap-process/
http://www.napglobalnetwork.org/


Short Movie ''A Brief History of 
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) 

Emissions" 
 

The Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research 
(PIK)  and the Urban Complexity Lab of the 
University of Applied Sciences Potsdam (FHP) 
developed an animated short movie that visualizes 

the CO2 emissions of the past and possible future.The educational movie entitled "A brief 
history of CO2 emissions: And what difference we can make for tomorrow's climate" explains 
the 2 degree goal, the Paris Agreement, and the European and German climate policy goals 
for 2020. Read more about the project.  
  
Youtube PIK: German & English 
 
 Vimeo FHP (Download available:) German & English  
                                       
 Source: Urban Complexity Lab and Potsdam institute for climate impact Research(PIK) 

 

 

 

 

 Climate Reporting 
 
The project Information Matters  is pleased to announce the publication of two updated 
knowledge products supporting countries in their efforts to report their climate activities: 
    

1) The Biennial Update Report Template is intended to guide 
non-Annex I Parties in their preparation of Biennial Update 
Reports (BURs), thereby enabling Parties to submit transparent 
as well as ambitious BURs. 
  
  
  
  

2) The Stock Taking Tool has 
been developed based on 'lessons learned' from the 
Information Matters project. It is an analytical tool countries 
can apply for the identification of prioritized 
actions for national Monitoring Reporting and 
Verification (MRV) systems including mitigation pledge(s) 
in the context of nationally determined contributions 
(NDCs), nationally appropriate mitigation actions (NAMAs) and low emission development 
strategies (LEDS). 
The German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear 
Safety (BMUB) - International Climate Initiative (IKI) project Information Matters aims to 
strengthen capacities in sustainable climate change-related reporting in selected partner 
countries. It provides tailored capacity building through technical support and workshops in 
each country based on previously identified needs.  

 

 

 

 

https://uclab.fh-potsdam.de/projects/co2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAfIe6Pqaec&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQ7S0D1iucY&feature=youtu.be
https://vimeo.com/232538339
https://vimeo.com/232557105
https://www.transparency-partnership.net/giz-2017-biennial-update-report-template
https://www.transparency-partnership.net/giz-2017-stock-taking-tool


For more information on other knowledge products for supporting climate reporting go to 
the  information matters project website. 
                                                         
 Source: Information matters project 

 

 

Guide For Peer Review of National 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventories  

 
The objective of the guidance document is to serve as a manual 
for experts to assess the GHG inventory and inventory 
development process.  
It will describe how to perform a review of national GHG inventory 
management systems and national GHG inventories for non-
Annex I Parties, taking into consideration and ensuring 
consistency with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) guidelines for national GHG inventories, and the 
Consultative Group of Experts on National Communications from 
Parties not included in Annex I to the Convention (CGE) and 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) training materials, workbooks, 
templates on developing sustainable national GHG inventory systems.  
The guidance document can also be used as a  Quality Assurance (QA)/ Quality Control (QC) 
tool for local experts or the inventory compilation team members to review its own GHG 
inventory and assess its quality in regards to the IPCC principles. This internal review can 
produce the foundation for the Party to develop its improvement plan for future inventory 
preparation cycles. Access the guide here. 
                                       
 Source: UNFCCC 

 

 

 

 

  

  Catalyzing the Implementation of Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) in the 

Context of the 2030 Agenda through South-
South Cooperation 

 
This report is a discussion of how South-South and triangular cooperation, 
which are growing fields in the areas of sustainable development and 
climate change, can contribute to the objectives of the Paris Agreement on 
climate change and create co-benefits in achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). The report further elaborates on the ways in which developing 
countries' NDC implementation can mutually support their national efforts to achieve the SDGs, 
while highlighting the synergies between integrated national development agendas. Go to 
the report  
 
Source: NDC Partnership 

 

 

https://www.transparency-partnership.net/information-matters-capacity-building-ambitious-reporting-and-facilitation-international-mutual-lear
http://unfccc.int/files/national_reports/non-annex_i_natcom/application/pdf/final_guide_for_peer_review_report_final_webupload.pdf
https://unfccc.int/files/resource_materials/application/pdf/ssc_ndc_report.pdf


 The charcoal transition: value chain to mitigate climate 
change and improve local livelihoods       

 
The overall objective of the publication is to provide data and 
information to allow for informed decision-making on the 
contribution sustainable charcoal production and consumption 
can make to climate change mitigation. More specifically, the 
publication aims to answer the following questions: - What are 
the climate change impacts of the current practices on charcoal 
production and consumption worldwide and across regions? - 
What is the potential of sustainable charcoal production in 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emission reductions and how can such 
potential can be achieved? - What are the key barriers to 
sustainable charcoal production and what actions are required to 
develop a climate-smart charcoal sector? 
To access the report click here. 

 
Source: FAO 

 

 

 

 

Update   

Update on Climate Finance 
 

Climate Finance 
  

 Using credit lines to foster green lending: 
opportunities and challenges  

 
The study identifies the opportunities and the challenges related to the 
deployment of credit lines to support the low-carbon climate-resilient 
transition in developing countries. The first part of the report summarizes 
the market barriers that inhibit green lending in developing countries. 
Second, diverse characteristics and types of green credit lines are 
described and their current uses by major public institutions are presented. 
Third, the conceptual advantages of this instrument and its potential to 
address the barriers to green lending are explored. The final section of the 
report looks at the limitations and challenges to the deployment of green 

credit lines and introduces questions for future research. The full report can be downloaded here. 
  
Source: Institute For Climate Economics 

 

 

New climate project to support 3 million Malawians 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6935e.pdf
https://www.i4ce.org/wp-core/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/0908-I4CE2672-Green-Credit-Lines-Web.pdf


 
4 October 2017, Lilongwe - The Government of Malawi, through the Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs (DoDMA) and with support from the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), has officially launched a new project to scale up the use of modernized 
early warning systems and climate information across 21 of the country's 28 districts. 
The project called Saving Lives and Protecting Agriculture-based Livelihoods in Malawi: 
Scaling Up the Use of Modernized Climate Information and Early Warning Systems (M-
CLIMES), is co-financed by the Green Climate Fund (GCF), a global fund created to support 
efforts of developing countries to respond to the challenge of climate change. 
The M-CLIMES project will reach an estimated three million people in the country with 
lifesaving early warnings, and improve the monitoring, packaging and distribution of valuable 
climate information that can save lives, protect livelihoods, and inform decision-making on 
development plans. Read more  
  
 Source: Nordic Development Fund 

 

 

Clarification 
 

Please note reference to GIZ Uganda in our previous newsletter shall be read as 'GIZ Uganda on behalf of the German Federal 

Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB)' 
  

This newsletter may contain advice, opinions and statements of various information providers. The United Nations and the UNFCCC do not represent or endorse the accuracy or 

reliability of any advice, opinion, statement or other information provided by any information provider or other person or entity. Reliance upon any such advice, opinion, statement, 

or other information shall also be at the reader's own risk. This newsletter may contain links and references to third-party web sites. The linked sites are not under the control of the 

United Nations or the UNFCCC, and the United Nations and UNFCCC are not responsible for the content of any linked site or any link contained in a linked site. The links are 

provided only as a convenience, and the inclusion of a link or reference does not imply the endorsement of the linked site by the United Nations or the UNFCCC. Nothing herein shall 

constitute or be considered to be a limitation upon or a waiver of the privileges and immunities of the United Nations or the UNFCCC, which are specifically reserved. 
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