
Overview of 

the Nairobi work programme (NWP) 

under the Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC)



Slide 3: The objective of the NWP

Slide 4: The evolution of the adaptation landscape

under the UNFCCC (1992-2015)

Slide 5-6: The operating context and evolving role of

the NWP

Slide 7: NWP mandates & modalities for knowledge

support on adaptation

Outline

2



To assist all Parties, in particular developing countries, including 

the least developed countries and small island developing States:

▪ to improve their understanding and assessment of impacts, 

vulnerability and adaptation 

▪ to make informed decisions on practical adaptation actions and 

measures to respond to climate change on a sound, scientific, 

technical and socio-economic basis for current and future climate 

change and variability

For additional information on expected outcomes, the scope of 

work, and the modalities of the NWP, click here.
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The objective of the NWP

http://unfccc.int/adaptation/workstreams/nairobi_work_programme/items/5137.php
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Click on the Conference of Parties (COP) logos above to learn more about these conferences.

View the UNFCCC’s interactive 20 year timeline “20 Years of Effort and Achievement” by clicking here.

The evolution of the adaptation landscape under the UNFCCC

To download the narrative on the evolution of 

the adaptation landscape, click here.

http://unfccc.int/meetings/cancun_nov_2010/meeting/6266.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/bali_dec_2007/meeting/6319.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/montreal_nov_2005/meeting/6329.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/marrakech_oct_2001/meeting/6353.php
http://unfccc.int/cop5/resource/cop2.html
http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/en
http://unfccc.int/timeline/
http://unfccc.int/meetings/warsaw_nov_2013/meeting/7649.php
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/audio/x-mpeg/nwp_audio_evolution.mp3


Renaming the 5-year work 

programme to “Nairobi Work 

Programme on Impacts, 

Vulnerability and Adaptation to 

Climate Change

Establishing the NWP as a 

mechanism to facilitate and 

catalyze the development and 

dissemination of information 

and knowledge to inform and 

support adaptation policies 

and practices.

Establishing a 5-year  

programme of work on 

Impacts, Vulnerability and 

Adaptation structured around 

9 thematic areas

For more details see

Decision 2/CP.11

(pgs. 5-9

COP 11 COP 17 COP 19

2005 2006 2007 2010 2011 2013

COP 12

The operating context and evolving role of the NWP
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Continuing the NWP to 

respond to the knowledge 

needs arising from the CAF.

Focus on water, ecosystems, 

human settlements and human 

health

For more details see Decision 

17/CP.19

(pgs. 4-5)

Establishing the NWP as the 

adaptation knowledge hub to 

respond to knowledge needs 

identified by Parties and arising 

from the implementation of the 

Cancun Adaptation Framework 

(CAF) and other relevant 

workstreams and bodies under 

the Convention

Recognizing the need for the 

NWP to support technical and 

scientific work under the CAF

For more details see

Decision 6/CP.17

(pgs. 3-4)

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2005/cop11/eng/05a01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/meetings/montreal_nov_2005/meeting/6329.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/warsaw_nov_2013/meeting/7649.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/poznan_dec_2008/meeting/6314.php
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2013/cop19/eng/10a02r01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2011/cop17/eng/09a02.pdf


Continuing and 

enhancing the NWP as a 

knowledge-for-action 

hub for adaptation and 

resilience.

Focus on enhancing 

coherence of efforts and 

engaging partners to 

produce needs-based, 

usable knowledge products 

that close adaptation 

knowledge gaps

Continuation and 

expansion of NWP 

thematic areas including 14 

areas related to emerging 

issues. 

Endorsing the Lima 

Adaptation Knowledge 

Initiative (LAKI) for 

prioritizing and catalysing

responses to sub-region 

and theme-specific 

adaptation knowledge 

gaps

Integrating the 

consideration of 

vulnerable communities 

in addition to gender 

issues, traditional 

knowledge, knowledge 

of indigenous people 

and local knowledge 

systems. 

Recognizing the role of the 

NWP in contributing to 

closing adaptation 

knowledge gaps that are 

barriers to adaptation 

action and providing 

support in adaptation 

knowledge and stakeholder 

engagement to other 

workstreams.

Welcoming the launch of 

the Adaptation Knowledge 

Portal (AKP) and 

recognizing its role in 

enhancing the 

dissemination of knowledge 

associated with climate 

change impacts

Calling for enhanced 

collaboration with global 

and regional centres and 

networks under the 

NWP

SBSTA 40 COP 21 SBSTA 44

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

COP 20 SBSTA 48

The operating context and evolving role of the NWP
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http://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWP/News/Pages/LAKI-methodology.aspx
http://www4.unfccc.int/sites/nwp/Pages/Home.aspx
http://unfccc.int/meetings/montreal_nov_2005/meeting/6329.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/warsaw_nov_2013/meeting/7649.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/poznan_dec_2008/meeting/6314.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/lima_dec_2014/meeting/8141.php


NWP mandates and modalities for knowledge support on adaptation

• The NWP is established as a knowledge hub on 

adaptation under the Convention to facilitate and 

catalyze the development and dissemination of 

information and knowledge to inform and support 

adaptation policies and practices at the regional, 

national and subnational levels through a diverse 

range of modalities.

• Implementation of the work programme is under 

the guidance of the Chair of the SBSTA and with 

assistance from the secretariat, and with 

contributions from Parties and other adaptation 

stakeholders.

• Operating under the overall guidance of the SBSTA 

Chair, the NWP contributes to advancing 

adaptation implementation by providing knowledge 

support through four key functions:

• Engaging stakeholders

• Synthesizing knowledge

• Disseminating knowledge 

• Fostering collaboration
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To download a larger version image of the infographic, 

click here.

To download the 3 minute narrative 

explaining the infographic, click here

https://unfccc.int/files/inc/graphics/image/png/nwp_infograph_final_1280.png
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/audio/x-mpeg/nwp_audio_infograph.mp3

