Ⅰ Natural Environment and Economytc "Ⅰ Natural Environment and Economy"
1. Land Usetc " Land Use"
1.1. Geographytc " Geography"
The Republic of Korea (ROK) occupies the southern half of the Korean Peninsula, which is split by the Demilitarized Zone, and is located in Far East Asia between China and Japan. The national boundary is defined by four points in terms of longitude and latitude. The eastern-most point is Tok-to at east longitude 131o 52`; the western-most point is Sohuksan-to at east longitude 125o 04'; the northern-most point is Songhyunjin at north latitude 38o 27`; and the southern-most point is Mara-to at north latitude 36o 06`. The land area of the ROK encompasses 99,313 km2 as of  1996. 

1.2. Land Usetc " Land Use"
The ROK has a rugged and mountainous terrain, of which forested areas account for 65,396 km2 as of 1996, 65.9% of total land area.


1992
1993
1994
1995
1996

Total Area
99,314(100)
99,392(100)
99,394(100)
99,268(100)
99,313(100)

  Agricultural Area

  Forest Area

Other Area
22,185(22.4)

66,689(66.1)

11,440(11.5)
22,129(22.3)

65,711(66.1)

11,552(11.6)
22,025(22.1)

65,665(66.1)

11,704(11.8)
21,971(22.0)

65,506(65.8)

11,791(12.2)
21,925(22.1)

65,396(65.9)

11,992(12.0)

< Table 1-1 >  Land Use Categories

                                                                  (Unit : ㎢, %)

     Note: Agricultural areas include cultivated land and pastures.

     Source: Land Registration Statistical Yearbook, 1997, Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Agricultural land consists of 21,925 km2, 22.1% of the total area.  However, as  economic development intensifies, the amount of land for agriculture and forests is diminishing and is expected to continue to fall with further development.  Meanwhile, the land for residential and commercial use, such as for homes, roads, factories and parks, is anticipated to expand. 

1.3. Agriculturetc " Agriculture"
1.3.1. Land Use for Agriculture and Fertilizer Consumptiontc " Land Use for Agriculture and Fertilizer Consumption"
The area of agricultural land has decreased 29.1 thousand ha. on an annual average for the past five years as land development, including the construction of public facilities and buildings, is facilitated and, at the same time, the area of unused arable land has become larger. As of 1996, the total agricultural area was 1,945 thousand ha., 40 thousand ha. less than in 1995. Of the agricultural land area, the size of rice fields was reduced to 1,176 thousand ha., down 30 thousand ha., and uplands to 769 thousand ha., down 10 thousand ha., from the previous year.  

Total agricultural area utilized in 1996 was 1,945 thousand ha., 55 thousand ha. less than in previous year.  The utilization ratio of agricultural land  fell to 107.9% in 1996 from 108.1% in the previous year. The primary reason for this was that the areas used for food crops was reduced by 6,000 ha. and the areas for vegetables and fruits by 49 thousand ha. The unutilized arable land area was 34.3 thousand ha. in 1996, a decline of 30.3 thousand ha. from the 1995 total as an outcome of intensive efforts to make full use of arable land. 


Total
Rice fields
Uplands



%

%

%

1990

1992

1994

1995

1996
2,109

2,070

2,033

1,985

1,945
100

100

100

100

100
1,345

1,314

1,267

1,205

1,176
63.8

63.5

62.3

60.7

60.5
763

755

765

779

769
36.2

36.5

37.7

39.3

39.5

< Table 1-2 >  Agricultural Land Use

                                                              (Unit: thousand ㏊.)

      Source: Statistical Yearbook of Agriculture and Forestry, 1997, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 

The area of rice fields has decreased gradually from 1,345 thousand ha. in 1990 to 1,176 thousand ha. in 1996. Nitrogen fertilizer used in rice farming is a major source of N2O emission. As the area of rice fields fell, the associated nitrogen fertilizer  consumption also fell. Nitrogen fertilizer comprises about 50% of total fertilizer consumption. 
    
Total
Nitrogen
Phosphorous
Potash

1990

1992

1994

1995

1996
998

822

820

811

788
523

428

424

419

412
223

184

185

183

175
252

210

211

209

201

< Table 1-3 >  Fertilizer Consumption

                                                             (Unit: thousand tons)

             Source: Statistical Yearbook of Agriculture and Forestry, 1997, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
1.3.2. Livestocktc " Livestock"
Methane (CH4) is produced by fermentation in animal intestines and microbial decay of animal excrement. The number of livestock and poultry has increased significantly since meat has become increasingly popular as a daily foodstuff. The number of livestock increased from 9,473 thousand in 1991 to 12,568 thousand in 1996.  The trend is expected to continue as meat consumption grows.


1991
1994
1995
1996

Ruminants
Native Beef Cattle
1,772
2,392
2,594
2,843


Dairy Cattle
495
552
553
551

Others
Chickens
74,855
80,569
85,799
82,829


Pigs
5,046
5,955
6,461
6,515

 Total
82,168
89,468
95,407
92,738

< Table 1-4 >  Number of Livestock

                                                                 (Unit: thousand)

       Source: Statistical Yearbook of Agriculture and Forestry, each year, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

1.3.3. Forestrytc " Forestry"
Forests in Korea had been devastated as a result of Korean war and firewood consumption for fuel use in the 1960s, but have recovered to a significant degree with the Forestry Plans creating afforestation and forestry resources improvement from 1973.  The first and second plans covering the 1973-1987 period were successfully implemented. The third plan for 1988-1997 focused on quality improvement of new forests and on the establishment of a sustainable management system. These plans have helped the average forest-growing stock per hectare to reach 50.21㎥ as of the end of 1996. 


Land Area (thousand ha.)
Stock (thousand ㎥) 
Stock per ha. (㎥)

1970

1975

1980

1985

1990

1996
6,611

6,635

6,568

6,531

6,476

6,448
66,750

105,352

145,694

179,381

248,426

323,780
10.07

15.88

22.18

27.47

38.36

50.21

< Table 1-5 >  Variations in Land Area and Forest-Growing Stock

      Source: Statistical Yearbook of Agriculture and Forestry, 1997, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

By forest type, about half the forest area consists of coniferous trees and the remaining half, nonconiferous and mixed. 

The areas of coniferous trees are decreasing in size, while those of nonconiferous species are increasing. 


Total
Conifers
Nonconifers
Mixed
Bamboo Stands

1990
6,286

(100)
3,078

(49.0)
1,389

(22.1)
1,809

(28.8)
8

(0.1)

1994
6,274

(100)
2,882

(45.9)
1,668

(26.7)
1,714

(27.3)
8

(0.1)

1995
6,263

(100)
2,877

(45.9)
1,668

(26.7)
1,710

(27.3)
8

(0.1)

1996
6,255

(100)
2,846

(45.5)
1,674

(26.8)
1,727

(27.6)
8

(0.1)

< Table 1-6 >  Forest Land Area by Forest Type

                                                              (Unit: thousand ha.)

     Source: Statistical Yearbook of Agriculture and Forestry, 1997, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

1.4 Coastal Areastc "1.4 Coastal Areas"
Except for Korea's northern border, the country is surrounded by coastal areas. To the west sits the Yellow Sea, bounded by China and the Korean Peninsula.  The Yellow Sea is about 1,000 km long and about 700 km wide.  Excluding Balhai, it covers about 404,000 km2.  The South Sea is the northern section of the East China Sea.  The East Sea, 1,600 km long and 1,000 km wide, covers 1,007 thousand km2. 

2. Climatetc " Climate"
2.1. Temperaturetc " Temperature"
Since Korea is located in the middle latitudes, its climate is temperate with four distinct seasons .  Influenced by the Asian continent and surrounding oceans, it is hot and humid in summer while cold and dry in winter.

Annual average temperatures ranged from 10.6oC to 15.9oC for the past 30 years, but in recent years (1990-1996) the average temperatures ranged from 12.2 to 13.5oC.  The coldest month is January and the warmest month is August.  In August, the monthly average temperature is between 20oC and 26oC. The monthly average temperature in January is between  -5oC and 5oC.

2.2. Cooling/Heating Degree Daystc " Cooling/Heating Degree Days"
Cooling/Heating Degree Days are major indicators reflecting energy consumption.  Cooling/Heating Degree Days are directly related to temperature.

On average, heating degree days in Korea are between 2,500 and 3,000 and cooling degree days are 600-700.  In recent years, the greatest cooling degree days were 909 in 1994 and the least were 451 in 1980.  The greatest heating degree days were 3,069 in 1984, while of those in 1989, 2,475, were the least. 


Average Temperature (℃)
Heating Degree-Days
Cooling Degree-Days

1980

1984

1989

1994

1995

1996
10.8

11.6

13.0

13.5

12.2

12.2
3,081.0

3,069.0

2,475.0

2,511.0

2,738.9

2,843.9
451.0

721.0

661.0

909.0

646.3

742.3

< Table 1-7 >  Cooling/Heating Degree Days (in Seoul)

              Source: Yearbook of Energy Statistics, Korea Energy Economics Institute.


City
Temperature



Highest
Lowest
Yearly Average

Korea

Japan 

U.S.A.

France

United Kingdom

Australia
Seoul 

Tokyo 

Washington

Paris 

London

Canberra
25.2

27.1

26.3

18.4

16.5

20.4
-3.3

5.2

1.4

3.5

3.8

5.4
11.7

15.6

14.3

10.6

9.7

13.0

< Table 1-8 >  Temperatures (℃) of World Major Cities

      Source: International Statistical Yearbook, 1997, National Statistical Office.

3. Populationtc "3. Population"
3.1 Trends of Population Growthtc "3.1 Trends of Population Growth"
The Republic of Korea's population in 1996 was 45.545 million.  The population growth rate in the same year was recorded at 1.0%.  The population growth rate, 3.0% in 1960 and 2% in 1970, has decreased to less than 1% since 1985 due to improved socio-economic conditions, changes in public attitude towards the population problem and the government's family planning policy. 

Recently, the population growth rate in Korea has been around 1%, slightly  higher than the 0.5% average growth rate in developed countries, but significantly lower than developing countries' 2.1%.  Population density in Korea in 1996 was 459 persons per km2, the third highest in the world excluding small island nations or city-states.


1960
1970
1980
1985
1990
1994
1995
1996

Total Population (thousand)

Population Growth Rate (%)

Population Density (persons/㎢)
25,012

3.00

254
32,241

2.21

328
38,124

1.57

385
40,806

0.99

412
42,869

0.99

432
44,642

1.01

449
45,093

1.01

454
45,545

1.00

459

< Table 1-9 >  Population Size and Density

        Source: Korea's Major Economic Indicators, 1997, National Statistical Office.

3.2 Projected Population Growthtc "3.2 Projected Population Growth"
The Republic of Korea's population will reach 46.8 million by 2000 and 49.7 million by 2010. The population growth rate is expected to slow gradually to 0.83% between 1996-2000 and to 0.60% between 2001-2010.

    
Population (million)
Yearly Average Growth Rate (%)



Period 
Growth Rate

2000
46.8
1996-2000
0.83

2010
49.7
2006-2010
0.60

< Table 1-10 >  Projected Population Growth

      Source: Korea Statistical Yearbook, 1996, National Statistical Office.

4. Economytc "4. Economy"
4.1 Gross Domestic Product (GDP)tc "4.1 Gross Domestic Product (GDP)"
In terms of 1990 constant prices, ROK's GDP increased 7.6 times to 275.8 trillion Won in 1996 from 36.3 trillion Won in 1970. As a result, per capita GDP increased 5.2 times from 1.155 million Won in 1970 to 6.056 million Won in 1996. The ROK's GDP was US$457 billion and per capita GDP was US$10,124 in 1995.  


Year 
1970
1975
1980
1985
1990
1994
1995
 1996

 GDP
Trillion Won
36.306
53.670
75.466
111.330
179.539
236.375
257.536
275.850

Per Capita GDP
Thousand Won / person
1,155
1,521
1,980
2,728
4,188
5,249
5,710
6,056

< Table 1-11 >  Major Economic Indicators (1990 constant Won)

      Source: Economic Statistics Yearbook, each year, Bank of Korea.


1986
1990
1993
1994
1995


 GDP
Per capita

GDP
 GDP
Per capita

GDP
 GDP
Per capita

GDP
 GDP
Per capita

GDP
 GDP
Per capita

GDP

Japan
1,986
16,344
2,932
23,734
4,190
33,612
4,591
36,739
5,111
40,819

Germany
888
14,522
1,504
23,780
1,726
23,503
1,835
25,133
2,414
29,569

U.S.A. 
4,269
17,736
5,522
22,097
6,553
25,385
6,936
26,608
7,254
27,578

France
732
13,176
1,195
21,072
1,250
21,677
1,331
22,988
1,539
26,518

Canada 
364
14,356
574
21,588
553
19,094
547
18,707
566
19,103

United Kingdom
564
9,923
979
17,001
946
16,260
1,024
17,500
1,106
18,977

Australia
167
10,104
295
16,457
284
15,555
324
17,594
349
18,605

Korea
109
2,635
254
5,916
333
7,530
381
8,528
457
10,124

< Table 1-12 >  GDP of Major Countries 

                                (Unit: billion US$ for GDP, US$ for per capita GDP)

     Note: Current price basis  

     Source: International Statistical Yearbook, 1997, National Statistical Office. 

4.2 Economic Growth Ratetc "4.2 Economic Growth Rate"
Since the 1960s when the Korean government launched a series of Economic Development Plans, high economic growth rates have been recorded. In particular, for the period 1986-1995, Korea achieved a marked economic growth of 8.8% per annum, while the developed countries showed moderate growth rates of 2-3%.


1986
1990
1993
1994
1995

Korea 
11.6
9.5
5.8
8.6
8.9

Australia
1.8
1.4
4.0
4.9
3.2

United Kingdom
4.3
0.4
2.1
3.8
2.5

Canada
3.3
-0.2
2.2
4.1
2.3

France 
2.5
2.5
-1.3
2.8
2.2

USA
2.9
0.8
2.2
3.5
2.0

Germany 
2.3
5.8
-1.2
2.9
1.9

Japan
2.6
4.8
0.1
0.5
0.9

< Table 1-13 >  Economic Growth Rates of Major Countries (Based on 1990 constant price) 

                                                                      (Unit : %)

  Source: International Statistical Yearbook, 1997, National Statistical Office.

4.3 Current Account Balance and Foreign Debttc "4.3 Current Account Balance and Foreign Debt"
Even though Korea has achieved remarkable economic growth since 1970, its current account deficit has expanded. The trade deficit is growing due to high production costs, and the non trade deficit is growing due to the rapid increase in overseas travel. Except in 1993 when Korea had a current account surplus, the deficit was growing and recorded at US$4.5 billion in 1994 and US$8.9 billion in 1995.  


1986
1990
1993
1994
1995

Korea
4.6
-2.2
0.4
-4.5
-8.9

China
85.8
35.9
132.0
130.6
111.3

India
-10.4
-22.6
-23.4
-17.3
-8.7

Indonesia 
-150.5
-94.3
-99.7
-147.7
-148.2

Thailand
2.4
-9.9
9.0
7.0
16.4

Turkey 
40.9
48.1
-13.4
-20.3
-20.8

Argentina 
-1.3
-32.5
-16.2
-3.5
-6.2

Brazil 
-9.9
-16.1
-10.5
-17.3
-19.2

< Table 1-14 >  Current Account Balances of Major Countries
                                                               (Unit: billion US$)

     Source: International Statistical Yearbook, 1997, National Statistical Office.

Accordingly, foreign debt was also growing rapidly.  Foreign loans to Korea, which stood at US$27.2 billion in 1980, grew to US$56.9 billion in 1994.


1980
1990
1992
1993
1994

Korea
272
317
428
439
569

China
45
528
598
842
1,005

India
206
820
898
921
990

Indonesia 
209
700
883
895
965

Thailand
83
282
396
458
610

Turkey 
191
492
565
688
663

Argentina 
272
622
654
706
774

Brazil 
729
1,215
1,305
1,454
1,511

< Table 1-15 >  Foreign Debts of Major Countries

                                                               (Unit: billion US$)

      Note:  Current prices.

      Source: National Account, 1996, Bank of Korea.

4.4 Industrial Structuretc "4.4 Industrial Structure"
The Republic of Korea has experienced rapid economic growth as well as dynamic change in its industry structure. The most remarkable changes have been declines in agriculture, forestry, fishing and mining industries, stable growth in manufacturing and the emergence of service industries. As productivities of agriculture, forestry and fishing industries stagnated during 1990-1995, their share of GDP decreased from 8.7% in 1990 to  6.6% in 1995. 

The manufacturing sector maintained stable annual growth of 8.0% on average between 1990-1995, while its share in GDP remained below 30%. Growth of the manufacturing sector relied on the expansion of heavy and chemical industries, which accounted for 74% of total value-added of the manufacturing sector in 1995. On the other hand, the share of light industry was 26% of the total manufacturing sector in 1995 and has been decreasing continuously. The service sector achieved an annual average growth rate of 9.0% during 1990-1995, the highest growth rate in the private sector, and its share of GDP has remained around 50% since 1990.  


Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing
Mining and Manufacturing
Service Sector
Manufacturing Structure



Mining
Manufacturing
Construct-

ion, Electricity, Gas, and Water

Light Industry
Heavy and Chemical Industry

1970
26.6
1.5
21.0
6.6
44.2
60.8
39.2

1975
24.9
1.6
25.9
5.9
41.7
52.1
47.9

1980
14.7
1.5
28.2
10.1
45.5
46.4
53.6

1985
12.5
1.2
29.3
10.6
46.5
41.5
58.5

1990
8.7
0.6
29.2
13.7
47.7
34.1
65.9

1992
7.4
0.4
27.8
15.9
49.7
30.6
69.4

1994
7.0
0.4
26.9
15.8
50.7
26.9
73.1

1995
6.6
0.3
26.9
16.3
50.3
26.1
73.9

< Table 1-16 >  Industry Structure

                                                          (Unit : %)

      Note:  Based on current price GDP.

      Source: National Account, 1996, Bank of Korea.

Regarding industry structure, the shares of agriculture, forestry and fishing industries and manufacturing are higher than those of most other advanced countries, while the share of the service sector is lower.


Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Mining and Manufacturing
Service




Manufacturing


Korea(1995)
7
43
27
50

Japan(1993)
6
47
36
47

Canada(1993)
4
36
23
59

U.S.A.(1993)
2
23
18
76

France(1993)
2
30
N.A.
67

 Germany(1993)
1
34
25
65

Italy(1993)
3
32
N.A.
65

United Kingdom(1992)
2
33
22
65

Australia(1992)
3
29
15
67

< Table 1-17 >  Industry Structures of Major Countries

                                                                       (Unit :%)

      Source: International Statistics Yearbook, 1997, National Statistical Office.

4.5 Employment Structuretc "4.5 Employment Structure"
Korea's employment structure has changed with rapid industrialization. The total number of employees in agriculture, forestry and fishing has declined from 50.4% in 1970, reaching 12.5% of the total number of employees in all sectors in 1995. The share of employment in the manufacturing sector grew from 13.2% to 23.4% over the same period.  Those employed in social overhead capital and other service industries increased significantly, from 35.3% in 1970 to 64% in 1995. This rapid change is attributed to the shift in industry structure from primary industry to secondary and tertiary industries within a short period.


Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing
Mining and Manufacturing
Serviced and Others




Manufacturing


1970
50.4
14.3
13.2
35.3

1975
45.7
19.1
18.6
35.2

1980
34.0
22.5
21.6
43.5

1985
24.9
24.4
23.4
50.6

1990
17.9
27.6
27.2
54.5

1992
15.8
25.8
25.5
58.4

1994
13.6
23.9
23.7
62.5

1995
12.5
23.5
23.4
64.0

< Table 1-18 >  Employment Structure

                                                                      (Unit : %)

   Note: Construction, electricity, gas, and water included. 

      Source: Korea's Major Economic Indicators, 1996, National Statistical Office.

As far as industry employment structure is concerned, Korea had 12.5% of total employment devoted to agriculture, forestry and fishing in 1995, which was noticeably higher than in other developed countries. 


Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing
Mining and Manufacturing
Services and Others




Manufacturing


Korea(1995)
12.5
23.5
23.4
64.0

Japan(1995)
5.7
22.6
22.5
71.7

U.S.A. (1995)
2.9
16.9
16.4
80.2

Canada(1995)
4.1
16.5
15.3
79.4

Italy(1994)
7.9
24.2
22.7
67.9

Germany(1994)
3.3
27.5
26.7
69.2

France(1994)
4.7
19.2
18.8
76.1

Australia(1994)
5.0
15.0
14.0
80.0

< Table 1-19 >  Employment Structures of Major Countries

                                                                      (Unit : %)

Source: International Statistical Yearbook, 1997, National Statistical Office.
5. Transportationtc "5. Transportation"
5.1 Volume of Transportationtc "5.1 Volume of Transportation"
5.1.1 Passenger Transportationtc "5.1.1 Passenger Transportation"
Passenger transportation in the ROK can be characterized by large increases in subways and in civil aviation, moderate increases in railroad and road, and stagnation in maritime transportation. In particular, the sharp growth in civil aviation due to rising per capita income is noteworthy. The increase in the number of passengers using subways reflects that subways are becoming more popular in urban areas than buses as the main mode of transportation. Of total passenger transportation, the share of roads has decreased steadily while that of subways has increased, since bus transportation has been replaced by subway transportation. However, road transportation still carried the largest number of passengers among all modes of transportation. The share of roads in terms of passenger- kilometers is also the highest.  But the share of roads in terms of passenger-kilometers is relatively lower than that of the number of passengers transported because the travel distance on roads is shorter than that of railroads and civil aviation.


Passenger Total
Railway
Subway
Road
Shipping
Civil Aviation
Passenger Total
Railway
Subway
Road
Shipping
Civil Aviation


Passengers carried in millions
Passenger-km in millions

1975
4804
221
34
4543
6
1
52686
12926
343
38865
252
300

1980
8,545
404
65
8,039
9
1
87,626
21,640
926
64,131
401
528

1985
11,441
503
325
10,601
9
3
106,849
22,595
4,477
78,025
570
1,182

1990
14,487
645
1,102
12,722
8
11
135,336
29,864
11,229
89,712
520
4,011

1995
13,559
790
1,450
11,290
9
21
123,572
29,292
14,048
72,324
502
7,406

1996
13,803
820
1,471
11,480
9
24
124,145
29,580
72,871
72,871
547
8,288

< Table 1-20 >  Trends in Domestic Passenger Transportation

      Source: Construction and Transportation Statistical Yearbook, each year, Ministry of Construction and Transportation.
5.1.2 Freight Transportationtc "5.1.2 Freight Transportation"
The trend in freight transportation can be characterized by sharp increases in maritime shipping, moderate increases in road transportation and stagnation in railroad transportation.  The tonnage carried by vessels  increased to 141 million tons in 1996 from 12 million in 1975, a ten-fold increase.  

Maritime freight transportation has been facilitated by the easy access to sea waterways as the ROK is a peninsula surrounded by coastal areas. Maritime freight transportation is 46,452 million ton-kilometers, amounting to a 59% share.

The stagnation of railroad freight transportation resulted from the increase in road freight transportation. The share of railroads in freight transportation is declining as that of roads grows.   


Freight Total
Railway
Road
Shipping
Civil Aviation
Freight Total
Railway
Road
Shipping
Civil Aviation


Tonnage carried in millions
million ton-km

1975
139
43
85
12
-
17,872
9,293
3,845
4,732
2.5

1980
173
49
105
19
-
23,186
10,798
4,920
7,463
5.1

1985
238
55
149
34
-
31,029
12,296
7,068
11,639
26

1990
337
58
215
64
-
44,187
13,663
9,325
21,127
72

1995
595
57
408
129
-
76,110
13,838
18,213
43,936
123

1996
621
54
426
141
-
78,647
12,947
19,114
46,452
134

< Table 1-21 >  Trends in Domestic Freight Transportation

     Source: Construction and Transportation Statistical Yearbook, each year, Ministry of Construction 

            and Transportation.
5.2 Means of Transportationtc "5.2 Means of Transportation"
The high level of both economic and income growth was followed by the increase in  transportation demand. The number of passenger cars has soared by 75 fold, from 127,000 in 1970 to 9.553 million in 1996.  


Passenger Cars
Buses
Trucks
Special Cars
Total

1970
60
15
48
1
127

1975
84
21
82
5
194

1980
249
42
226
9
528

1985
556
128
412
16
1,113

1990
2,074
383
924
11
3,395

1992
3,461
483
1,261
25
5,231

1994
5,148
582
1,644
29
7,404

1995
6,006
612
1,816
33
8,469

1996
6,893
663
1,962
34
9,553

< Table 1-22 >  Number of Registered Motor Vehicles 

                                                                 (Unit: thousand)

 Source: Construction and Transportation Statistical Yearbook, each year, Ministry of Construction and Transportation.

Among passenger cars for private, government and commercial use, the number of private passenger cars has increased drastically.  The number has grown steadily from 29,000 in 1970 to 179,000 in 1980, and began to increase rapidly from 1985 to reach 6,653,000 in 1996.  The number of persons per private passenger car has  decreased from 1,069 in 1970 to 213 in 1980, to 23 in 1990 and to less than seven in 1996.  


Year
Cars per Thousand Persons

Korea
1994
165

Japan
1994
520

Canada
1994
629

Mexico
1992
131

USA
1993
748

France
1994
517

Italy
1991
541

United Kingdom
1993
403

Australia 
1993
574

< Table 1-23 >  Automobile Ownership in Major Countries

      Source: International Statistics Yearbook, 1997, National Statistical Office.


1970
1975
1980
1985
1990
1995
1996

Number of Private Passenger Cars (thousand)
29
50
179
449
1,902
5,778
6,653

Number of Persons per Car
1,095
704
213
91
23
7.8
6.7

< Table 1-24 >  Number of Private Passenger Cars and Persons per Car

Source: Construction and Transportation Statistical Yearbook, each year, Ministry of Construction and Transportation.

