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Ⅹ International Cooperationtc "Ⅹ International Cooperation"
1. Bilateral Cooperationtc " Bilateral Cooperation"
1.1. Energy Sectortc " Energy Sector"
Korea puts high priority on bilateral cooperation with several countries to promote energy related technology cooperation, as seen in Table 10-1.

Korea holds regular meetings with the United States, Japan, and Australia on a reciprocal basis concerning the promotion of the transfer of environmentally relevant technology. Energy technology cooperation projects with seven countries including Australia, Italy, and Russia are in progress.

    Countries
Cooperation area
Current status

USA
 - New and Renewable Sources of Energy

 - Energy Conservation
 -Exchange of Agreement Notes, Faculties, and 

Information

Russia
 - New and Renewable Sources of Energy

 - Energy Conservation
 - Joint Research and Technological Cooperation,

 - Working Group on Technological Cooperation 

Italy
 - New and Renewable Sources of Energy
 - Joint Workshops on New and Renewable Sources 
of Energy once a year

Canada
 - Energy Conservation
 -   Exchange of Agreement Notes

 - Joint Seminar once a year 

Australia
 - Clean Energy
 -  Joint Seminar on Clean Energy

 - Joint Research 

Japan
 - New and Renewable Sources of Energy
 -  Information Exchange  

China
 - New and Renewable Sources of Energy
 -  Working Group on New and Renewable Sources 
of Energy 

 - Joint Seminar once a year 

< Table 10-1 >  Bilateral Technology Cooperation in Energy Sector

1.2. Environmental Sectortc " Environmental Sector"
Korea is encouraging international cooperation on exchanges of environmental information and data. The Korean-Japanese Environmental Committee, established in 1994, is conducting 31  projects including studies on the effects of industrial materials on humans and the protection of seasonal (migratory) birds. In 1987, the Ministry of the Environment of Korea and its U.S. counterpart exchanged a memorandum of understanding on environmental cooperation to conduct activities such as support of a clean water treatment team. A Korean-Chinese environmental cooperation agreement was reached in 1993 to promote 16 projects including monitoring of acid rain and joint research on the Yellow Sea environment. Korea has also signed environmental cooperation agreements with France and Canada to introduce advanced environmental technology and environment management techniques by exchanging environmental technology, data, and experts. 

1.3. Meteorological Sectortc " Meteorological Sector"
After the Korean-Chinese Meteorological Cooperation Agreement in 1994, technological cooperation with China on telecommunications systems and Global Air Watch (GAW) began. The Korean-Japanese Science and Technology Cooperation Committee has yearly meetings, and the development of a weather forecast system on the Korean Peninsula is in progress in collaboration with Japan. Korea also is collaborating with Australia with the exchange of a memorandum of understanding on meteorological cooperation. 

2. Multilateral Cooperationtc " Multilateral Cooperation"
Korea actively participates in a wide range of multilateral cooperation. It plays an active part in the activities of UNFCCC's greenhouse abatement program and also contributes funds, technology and manpower to UNEP. 

2.1. UNFCCCtc " UNFCCC"
As a member of UNFCCC, Korea has participated in COP Ⅰ and COP Ⅱ, and subsidiary bodies, and is implementing a broad range of policies and measures to reduce greenhouse gases. In accordance with UNFCCC, the preparation of a cost-effective Korean Action Plan began in 1997.

In addition, the Asia Least Cost Greenhouse Gas Abatement (ALGAS) project is underway in collaboration with the Asian Development Bank. Twelve countries, including Korea, India, China, and Thailand, are also participating in the ALGAS project. The Korea Energy Economics Institute (KEEI) plays a key role in ALGAS research on greenhouse gas emission statistics, ways to achieve greenhouse gas abatement, and cost-effective emission abatement strategies. 

Korea contributed US$5.6 million to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in 1996-1997 to protect the global environment and will actively participate in the second GEF.    

2.2. IPCCtc " IPCC"
Korea is participating in the activities of IPCC. The 9th IPCC general meeting in 1992 formed Working Group Ⅲ to evaluate socio-economic effects of and countermeasures for climate change. As a Co-chair of IPCC Working Group Ⅲ with Canada, Korea has made efforts to complete the Second Assessment and contributed to the  assessment as a Lead Author. This committee is believed to be the first group to  have economists and sociologists collaborate on climate change issues. 

2.3. UNEP and UNDPtc " UNEP and UNDP"
Korea has participated in several programs conducted by UNEP and plays an active role in the Global Environmental Monitoring System (GEMS) managed jointly by UNEP and WHO, and other cooperation programs managed by UNEP/ESCAP and PACE-E.

Korea is also participating in the Tumen River Development Project, which is one of the high priority projects in Northeast Asia cooperation.

2.4. OECD and IEAtc " OECD and IEA"
After participation in the Environmental Policy Committee of OECD as an observer country in 1993, Korea conducted research and analysis on the applicability of environment-related laws and rules. 

Korea joined the OECD in December 1996. The OECD Environmental Policy Evaluation Committee reviewed Korea's environmental policies and advised the future direction for improvement.

 Korea, currently a non-voting member of the IEA, dispatches experts to IEA and participates in eight of 44 IEA programs. Korea is making efforts to join IEA as a full member country.

2.5. APECtc " APEC"
Korean energy experts are participating in six energy cooperation projects with APEC's Energy Working Group. Korea's cooperation with APEC includes standardization of energy efficiency, an environmental pollution monitoring system and drafting regulations on pollution emitting industries and hazardous wastes. In the second APEC Industrial Meeting, Korea proposed adoption of a minimum energy efficiency standard system among APEC member countries. This proposal gained the  support from most of the member countries and was reflected in the Ministerial Declaration. 

2.6. WHOtc " WHO"
Korea contributed US$1.27 million to WHO's environmental projects. In a joint project with WHO, the Seoul International Environment Symposium was held in September 1992. Korea also provided financial assistance to the North-East Asia Conference on Environmental Cooperation (NEAC) and to workshops on assesment of environment polluting materials.. 

2.7. Convention to Combat Decertification (CCD)tc " Convention to Combat Decertification (CCD)"
Korea made recommendations to the CCD Secretariat for the efficient use of budgets at the Sixth CCD inter-governmental negotiation committee and contributed US$50,000 to support developing countries' participation. In the future,  the Korean Government will make further financial contributions within its fiscal capability.

Korea, which has been very successful in afforestation, will offer its experience and technology through bilateral and multilateral cooperation. Cooperation with WEC/IEC, PECC/MEF is in progress. 

2.8. ITTOtc " ITTO"
ITTO is currently establishing strategies for sustainable timber production in tropical countries, which will conserve carbon reservoirs in tropical forests. Korea supported ITTO with contribution of US$214,000 in 1995 and US$249,000 in 1996. 

In addition to its contributions to ITTO, Korea also provided US$10,000 for a forest protection project in timber producing countries and gave additional financial support of US$100,000 to those countries in 1997.

2.9. World Commission on Forest and Sustainable Development              (WCFSD)tc " World Commission on Forest and Sustainable Development              (WCFSD)"
Korea, a WFC member, has contributed US$30,000 to the organization and is actively participating in WFC activities.

2.10. World Meteorological Organization (WMO)tc " World Meteorological Organization (WMO)"
Korea dispatches meteorologists to the World Weather Watch Program, the World Climate Program, and other research projects of WMO. Korea will continue to participate in WMO's activities to find the causes of and to establish countermeasures for global warming, destruction of the ozone layer, and acid rain.

2.11. Regional Environmental Cooperationtc " Regional Environmental Cooperation"
Korea maintains a close cooperative relationship with its Northeast Asian neighbors  including Japan and China. It has entered environmental cooperation agreements with Japan and China to conduct joint projects with these countries. Korea hosted the second and fourth annual Northeast Asia Conference in September 1993 and September 1995. In the Northeast Asian Regional Environment Program (NEAREP), an inter-governmental negotiation meeting held by the Economic and Social Commission on Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), cooperation projects among the Northeast Asian countries were established in the field of energy, air pollution, ecosystem management, and capacity building. The first Northwest Pacific Action meeting under UNEP was held in Seoul in September 1994. Northwest Pacific Action supports detailed ocean conservation programs. 
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