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In this National Communication, Korea has provided information on its natural environment and economic circumstances, energy consumption patterns, and inventories of greenhouse gas emissions/reservoirs. It has also forecast CO2 emissions to 2010.

Information was given about current and future policies and measures to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions in all sectors including energy, agriculture, waste and transportation. Policies to enhance carbon dioxide gas emission uptake in the forestry sector were also discussed.

Korea reviewed its efforts concerning integrating environmental and economic policies, promoting climate change research and observation, and raising public awareness, all of which are being pursued by the Government to support the various above-mentioned policies and measures.

In recognizing the global nature of climate change, Korea is pursuing bilateral cooperation with the United States and Japan and other countries, and is also actively participating in international organizations such as UNFCCC, IEA, APEC and WMO.

To limit CO2 emissions more effectively in the future, the Government will continue to emphasize policies that encourage voluntary participation of industry and the private sector, instead of existing policies that are regulation- and subsidy-oriented.  

 To this end, the Government will expand tax and financial support on the one hand, and will develop and implement measures to reduce CO2 emissions through voluntary agreement between government and industry as in developed countries. The Government will, if necessary, take further action to enact laws promoting more effective mitigation.

The Government will also make greater efforts to enhance the awareness of industry and the general public regarding UNFCCC. The importance and impact of UNFCCC on Korea will be publicized through public forums, publication of pamphlets and guidebooks, and through the mass media.

To encourage rational energy use, education opportunities for industry and the general public will be expanded. Early education projects regarding energy use will be strengthened to enhance awareness among primary, middle and high school students, who are the future leaders of the nation.

The Government will also encourage the industrial sector to develop plans that take into account CO2 emission limitations in accordance with UNFCCC.

The Government will make efforts to obtain concrete outcomes from the newly introduced policies. It will also require energy suppliers to develop and carry out plans to enhance efficiency so that demand management investment can be expanded. At the same time, they will, accordingly, be encouraged to develop and implement means to minimize costs and losses incurred from those investments.

The activities of central and local governments will be coordinated so that regional energy plans can be established according to each region's unique circumstances. Support for regional energy projects will be continually expanded, and local governments will be encouraged to enhance awareness and capabilities regarding greenhouse gas issues.

Korea will take active efforts to refine and expand the scope of the next National Communication. First of all, consideration will be given to minimizing the uncertainty of the CO2 emissions forecast and to including inventories and projections for emissions of greenhouse gases other than CO2. In addition, mitigation policies for each greenhouse gas and by each industry will be presented, and an analysis of how each policy can contribute to abatement will also be included. Policies responding to climate change will be investigated as well.

Korea will make its best effort to mitigate and prevent climate change within its economic and social capabilities, and will strengthen bilateral and multilateral international cooperation so that these efforts can be pursued most effectively.
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