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The Convention

Article 4
Commitments

1. All Parties, taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and their
specific national and regional development priorities, objectives and circumstances, shall:

[..]

(g) Promote and cooperate in scientific, technological, technical, socio-economic and
other research, systematic observation and development of data archives related to the climate
system and intended to further the understanding and to reduce or eliminate the remaining
uncertainties regarding the causes, effects, magnitude and timing of climate change and the
economic and social consequences of various response strategies;

[...]

Article 5
Research and Systematic Observation

1. Incarrying out their commitments under Article 4, paragraph 1(g), the Parties shall:

(@  Supportand further develop, as appropriate, international and intergovernmental
programmes and networks or organizations aimed at defining, conducting, assessing and
financing research, data collection and systematic observation, taking into account the need to
minimize duplication of effort;

(b)  Support international and intergovernmental efforts to strengthen systematic
observation and national scientific and technical research capacities and capabilities,
particularly in developing countries, and to promote access to, and the exchange of, data and
analyses thereof obtained from areas beyond national jurisdiction; and

(c)  Take into account the particular concerns and needs of developing countries and
cooperate in improving their endogenous capacities and capabilities to participate in the efforts
referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (b) above.

For full text of the Convention see http://unfccc.int/6036


http://unfccc.int/6036

The Paris Agreement
1/CP.21, 2015
Adoption of the Paris Agreement

FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1

For full text of the Paris Agreement and the decision adopting the Paris Agreement
see http://unfccc.int/9485
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Decisions of the COP

Decision 9/CP.11, 2005
Research needs relating to the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling Article 5 of the Convention,

Also recalling Articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention,

Recalling further its decisions 14/CP.4, 1/CP.7, 2/CP.7 and 1/CP.10,

Recognizing the importance of scientific research, including in the social and natural
sciences and the interaction between the two, in meeting the needs of the Convention,

Recognizing also the importance of the pre-eminent and independent role of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in conducting regular assessments of published
scientific information on climate change, and in communicating these assessments to the
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice,

Recognizing further the need for stronger links between national, regional and
international climate change research programmes, and the need to enhance the contribution
of developing countries to climate change research efforts, including by building the capacity
of these countries to contribute to and participate in climate change research,

Noting the endorsement of the 10-year Implementation Plan at the third Earth
Observation Summit in February 2005 which establishes the Global Earth Observation System
of Systems as an important development in systematic observation to contribute to the
enhancement of climate change research, as well as the continuing contribution of the Global
Climate Observing System to this process,

1. Requests Parties to identify research needs and priorities to support the implementation
of the Convention as well as national efforts to cope with climate change;

2. Urges Parties included in Annex | to the Convention to continue and further strengthen
the engagement of national and regional research institutions from developing countries in
cooperative climate change research activities;

3. Urges Parties to support and further develop regional and international programmes
that assist and coordinate climate change research;

4, Invites national, regional and international research programmes and organizations
engaged in climate change research to further promote a multidisciplinary approach to address
research on cross-cutting issues;

5. Requests the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice to regularly
consider research needs and systematic observation relating to the Convention in order to
inform Parties about ongoing and planned activities of regional and international climate
change research programmes, and to communicate Parties’ views on research needs and
priorities to the scientific community, as necessary;

6. Invites national, regional and international climate change research programmes and
organizations to consider research needs, as viewed by the Parties and communicated to the
scientific community by the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, and to
communicate to the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice how these
programmes and organizations are addressing the research needs of the Convention.
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Decision 16/CP.17, 2011
Research dialogue on developments in research activities relevant to the needs of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling Article 2, Article 4, paragraph 1(g) and (h), and Article 5 of the Convention,
Also recalling decisions 9/CP.11 and 14/CP.4,

Having considered the conclusions of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice on the research dialogue at its thirty-fourth! and thirty-fifth? sessions,

Recognizing the progress made in the implementation of decision 9/CP.11,

Also recognizing the success of the activities undertaken under the Subsidiary Body for
Scientific and Technological Advice research dialogue on developments in research activities
relevant to the needs of the Convention,

Further recognizing the continuing importance of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change in conducting regular assessments of published scientific information on climate
change, and in communicating these assessments to the Convention,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the regional and international research programmes and
organizations active in climate change research, as well as to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, for their participation in the research dialogue and for their continued
provision of information on developments in research activities relevant to the needs of the
Convention;

2. Decides that the research dialogue should continue;

3. Urges Parties, in particular developing country Parties, and invites regional and
international research programmes and organizations active in climate change research to
utilize the research dialogue as a forum for:

(@)  Discussing needs for climate change research and research-related capacity-building,
particularly those of developing countries, to support the work of the Convention;

(b)  Conveying research findings and lessons learned from activities undertaken by regional
and international research programmes and organizations of relevance to the Convention.

1 SBSTA/2011/2, paragraphs 42-56.
2 SBSTAJ/2011/5, paragraphs 34-49.
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Decision 19/CP.22, 2016
Implementation of the global observing system for climate

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling Article 4, paragraph 1(g) and (h), and Article 5 of the Convention,
Also recalling decisions 8/CP.3, 14/CP.4, 5/CP.5, 11/CP.9, 5/CP.10, 9/CP.15,
Further recalling Article 7 of the Paris Agreement,

Noting the important role of the Global Climate Observing System in meeting the
need for climate observation and climate services under the Convention,

Recognizing the importance of and continued need for capacity-building to support
systematic observation,

1. Welcomes the 2016 implementation plan of the Global Climate Observing System, The
Global Observing System for Climate: Implementation Needs (hereinafter referred to as the
implementation plan),! submitted by the secretariat of the Global Climate Observing System
and prepared under the guidance of the Global Climate Observing System Steering Committee;

2. Also welcomes the contributions by organizations and experts to the implementation
plan;
3. Notes that the Global Climate Observing System considered the outcomes of the

twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties when preparing the implementation plan;?

4, Notes with appreciation the assessment of climate-related observations that the
implementation plan provides for multiple uses;

5. Notes the introduction of new essential climate variables® and the plan’s wider
consideration of atmospheric, oceanic and terrestrial observation requirements and their
connection to mitigation and adaptation, particularly early warning systems, including the
relationship of the essential climate variables to the Earth’s water, carbon and energy cycles;

6. Encourages Parties to work towards the full implementation of the implementation plan
and to consider what actions they can take to contribute towards its implementation;

7. Invites United Nations agencies and international organizations to support the full
implementation of the implementation plan, as appropriate;

8. Emphasizes, with regard to the implementation plan, the need to maintain, strengthen
and build capacities for climate observations, monitoring and data management, including data
rescue, digitization, analysis, archiving and sharing;

9. Also emphasizes the need to build capacity in developing countries through existing
relevant mechanisms, including the Global Climate Observing System Cooperation
Mechanism.

9™ plenary meeting
17 November 2016

L Available at http://unfccc.int/files/science/workstreams/systematic_observation/application/pdf/
gcos_ip_100ct2016.pdf and http://gcos.wmo.int.

2 See document FCCC/SBSTA/2015/5, paragraph 28.

3 The new essential climate variables identified in the implementation plan are: lightning, ocean surface
stress, ocean surface heat flux, nitrous oxide, marine habitat properties, land surface temperature and
greenhouse gas fluxes. The full list of essential climate variables is contained in table 1 of the
implementation plan.
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Conclusions adopted by the COP
COP 18, 2012
(FCCCICP/2012/8)

Report of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice
(Agenda item 3(a))

48.  The COP had before it the report of the SBSTA on its thirty-sixth session, held in Bonn,
Germany, from 14 to 25 May 2012.%

49. At the 9" meeting the Chair of the SBSTA, Mr. Richard Muyungi (United Republic of
Tanzania), introduced the draft report of the SBSTA on its thirty-seventh session? and gave an
oral report on the results of its session. The SBSTA,? at its thirty-seventh session,
recommended two draft decisions to the COP for adoption.

50.  The Chair of the SBSTA also reported that the SBSTA had recommended at its thirty-
seventh session draft conclusions* on research and systematic observation for adoption by the
COP.

51.  The SBSTA Chair also informed the President that the SBSTAS had forwarded a draft
decision on agenda sub-item 11(a), “Work programme on a common tabular format for the
“UNFCCC biennial reporting guidelines for developed country Parties””, for further
consideration by the COP.

52.  The SBSTA Chair also informed the President that, regarding COP agenda sub-item
9(a), “Report of the Technology Executive Committee”, the SBSTAS had forwarded a draft
decision for further consideration by the COP.

53. At the same meeting, on a proposal by the President, the COP took note of the report
of the thirty-sixth session of the SBSTA, the draft report of the thirty-seventh session of the
SBSTA and the oral report of the Chair, and expressed its appreciation to Mr. Muyungi for his
diligence in guiding the work of the SBSTA.

54.  The COP, acting upon a recommendation by the SBSTA,” adopted decision 22/CP.18,
entitled “Activities implemented jointly under the pilot phase”.

55.  The COP, acting upon a recommendation by the SBSTA,? adopted, conclusions on
research and systematic observation, as follows, “The Conference of the Parties noted with
appreciation the outcome of the Extraordinary Session of the World Meteorological Congress,
held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 29 to 31 October 2012, regarding the further
implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services,® which aims to strengthen the
production, availability, delivery and application of science-based climate prediction and
services”.

56. At the resumed 9™ meeting, the President recalled that a draft decision® on the work
programme on a common tabular format for electronic reporting of information in accordance
with the “UNFCCC biennial reporting guidelines for developed country Parties” was
recommended by the SBSTA for further consideration by the COP (see para. 51 above). The
President informed the COP that he had requested the Chair of the SBSTA to continue
consultations and had also invited two ministers to conduct ministerial outreach on this issue.

FCCC/SBSTA/2012/2.

FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.20.

FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.27 and see paragraph 54 below. FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.22-FCCC/SBI/2012/L.33
and see paragraph 96 below.
FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.25/Add.1 and see paragraph 55 below.
FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.33 and see paragraph 56 below.
FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.32 and see paragraph 98 below.
FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.27.

FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.25/Add.1.

See http://www.wmo.int/pages/gfcs/index_en.php.
FCCC/SBSTA/2012/L.33.
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On a proposal by the President,® the COP adopted decision 19/CP.18, entitled “Common

9999

tabular format for “UNFCCC biennial reporting guidelines for developed country Parties™”.

SBSTA 58, 2023
FCCC/SBSTA/2023/4

42. The SBSTA had before its relevant submissions?. At its 1st meeting, the SBSTA agreed
to consider this matter in informal consultations co-facilitated by Elizabeth Bush (Canada)
and Ladislaus Chang’a (United Republic of Tanzania). At its 4th meeting, the SBSTA
considered and adopted the conclusions below.

Conclusions

43. The SBSTA noted the importance of discussion under this agenda item on scientific
advances and on research gaps and needs relevant to supporting work under the Convention
and the Paris Agreement.

46. The SBSTA welcomed the Synthesis Report® of the ARG It expressed its appreciation
and gratitude to the authors and the entire IPCC community for their work on the Synthesis
Report. It noted that the ARG is an important contribution to the best available science for
supporting decision-making on climate change.

47. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to its Chair, the Chair and secretariat of the IPCC
and the UNFCCC secretariat for organizing the SBSTA-IPCC special event on key findings
from the Synthesis Report of the ARG, held on 5 June 20235,

48. Reflecting on the special event, the SBSTA noted the significant advances in scientific
understanding of climate change since the AR5. Risks are increasing with every increment of
global warming and, for any given future warming level, many climate-related risks are higher
than assessed in the ARS5.

49. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to its Chair and the secretariat for organizing the
fifteenth meeting of the research dialogue, held on 8 June 2023, on transformational
adaptation, non-carbon dioxide greenhouse gases and carbon dioxide removal, including
negative-emission technologies®.

50. Reflecting on the event and meeting referred to in paragraphs 47 and 49 above respectively,
the SBSTA noted scientific advances, knowledge gaps and research needs related to scenario
development and use; high-resolution regional information; complex, cascading and
transboundary risks; risks and opportunities related to upscaling carbon dioxide removal; the
implications of different emission metric choices to climate change policies; enabling
environments, including technologies and support; synergies and trade-offs between
mitigation, adaptation and the Sustainable Development Goals; and the consideration of
equity.

51. scientific community to take action to address the gaps and needs referred to in paragraph
50 above, including by strengthening regional research capacity and research inclusivity. It
also encouraged the IPCC to continue its efforts to enhance inclusivity and regional
representation in its seventh assessment cycle.

52. The SBSTA invited its Chair to prepare, with the assistance of the secretariat, a summary
report on the meeting referred to in paragraph 49 above, to be made available in advance of
SBSTA 59.

53. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation and gratitude to IPCC experts and other experts for
their contributions to the event and meeting referred to in paragraphs 47 and 49 above

1 FCCC/CP/2012/L.12.
2 Available at https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx (in the search field, type “research

and systematic observation” and select “2023”)

3 IPCC. 2023. Climate Change 2023: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, 1l and I11 to the Sixth

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Core Writing Team, H Lee, and
J Romero (eds.). Geneva: IPCC. Available at https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/.

4 The ARG includes three IPCC Working Group reports, three IPCC Special Reports and the Synthesis Report.
5 See https://unfccc.int/event/shsta-ipcc-special-event-key-findings-of-the-sixth-assessment-synthesisreport.
6 See https://unfccc.int/event/research-dialogue-15.
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respectively and for their contributions to mandated and other events related to the AR6 held
during this session.

54. The SBSTA invited Parties and relevant organizations to submit via the submission portal*
by 15 March 2024 views on possible themes for the sixteenth meeting of the research dialogue,
to be held in conjunction with SBSTA 60.

55. The SBSTA recommended draft decisions on the ARG for consideration and adoption at
COP 28 and CMA 52

SBSTA 57, 2022
FCCC/SBSTA/2022/10

1. The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) recognized the
vital importance of robust Earth observation systems and related long-term data records for
enhanced understanding of the global climate system and its changes and for adaptation and
mitigation action.

2. The SBSTA noted with appreciation the information reported in the statements
delivered at the opening meeting of this session by representatives of the Global Climate
Observing System (GCOS), Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, the Joint Committee on Earth Observation Satellites/Coordination Group of
Meteorological Satellites Working Group on Climate, World Climate Research Programme
and World Meteorological Organization (WMO).2

3. The SBSTA took note of the WMO Provisional State of the Global Climate 2022
report* and the 2021 WMO Greenhouse Gas Bulletin® and welcomed the United Nations
Global Early Warning Initiative for the Implementation of Climate Adaptation.®

4, The SBSTA noted with utmost concern the state of the global climate system as
conveyed at Earth Information Day 2022.

5. The SBSTA took note of the informal summary report on Earth Information Day 2021.7
It expressed its appreciation to its Chair and the secretariat for organizing Earth Information
Day 20222 held at this session, thanked representatives of participating organizations and
programmes for their valuable contributions and invited its Chair, with the assistance of the
secretariat, to prepare an informal summary report on Earth Information Day 2022.

6. The SBSTA recognized the ongoing efforts of the systematic observation community,
as presented at Earth Information Day 2022, to provide updates on the state of the global
climate, information for mitigation, including estimates of greenhouse gas fluxes, climate
services for adaptation and early warning systems; to improve cooperation among observing
networks; and to better integrate observations from multiple sources.

7. The SBSTA welcomed the 2022 GCOS Implementation Plan® and the 2022 GCOS
essential climate variables requirements.'? It encouraged Parties and relevant organizations, as
appropriate, to work towards the implementation of the 2022 GCOS Implementation Plan, in
accordance with Article 5 of the Convention.

L https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx
2 For the text of the draft decisions, see document FCCC/SBSTA/2023/4/Add.1.

3

10

Auvailable at https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx (selected tag: 2022;
search: statement).

WMO. 2022. WMO Provisional State of the Global Climate 2022. Geneva: WMO. Available at
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11359.

WMO. 2022. WMO Greenhouse Gas Bulletin (GHG Bulletin) -No.18: The State of Greenhouse Gases
in the Atmosphere Based on Global Observations through 2021. Geneva: WMO. Available at
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvi=notice_display&id=22149#.Y216U3ZBw2w.

See https://public.wmo.int/en/earlywarningsforall.

Auvailable at
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/EarthinformationDay.2021.SummaryReport.pdf.

See https://unfccc.int/event/earth-information-day-2022.

See WMO. 2022. The 2022 GCOS Implementation Plan. Geneva: WMO. Available at
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11317.

See WMO. 2022. The 2022 GCOS ECVs Requirements. Geneva: WMO. Available at
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11318.
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8. The SBSTA noted with appreciation the progress in supporting systematic observation,
such as through the development of the Systematic Observation Financing Facility. It
encouraged the Facility to continue to prioritize the least developed countries and small island
developing States in its provision of support and to evaluate opportunities to support
developing countries. It also encouraged efforts to further strengthen support for sustained
systematic observations of the ocean, cryosphere, land, biosphere and atmosphere.

9. The SBSTA noted the need to maintain, strengthen and sustain capacity for long-term
data collection and data management, including data rescue, digitization, analysis, archiving
and availability. It encouraged Parties and relevant organizations to continue to establish and
support open data-sharing and to develop openly available, reliable, fit-for-purpose and
accessible data products, as appropriate.

10.  The SBSTA emphasized the need to address systematic observation gaps, particularly
in developing countries and for ocean, mountain, desert and polar regions and the cryosphere
in order to improve understanding of climate change, climate-related risks and tipping points,
and adaptation limits and to ensure enhanced delivery of climate services and early warning
systems.

11. The SBSTA noted with concern the existing gaps in the global climate observing
system. It recognized the need to enhance the coordination of activities by the systematic
observation community and improve its ability to provide useful and actionable climate
information for mitigation, adaptation and early warning systems, as well as information to
enable understanding of adaptation limits and of attribution of extreme events.

12.  The SBSTA invited Parties and relevant organizations to submit, via the submission
portal* by 31 August 2023, views on possible themes for and ways to organize Earth
Information Day 2023, to be held in conjunction with SBSTA 59 (November 2023).

13. The SBSTA recommended a draft decision on this matter for consideration and
adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its twenty-seventh session (for the text of the draft
decision, see document FCCC/SBSTA/2022/L.20/Add.1)

SBSTA 56, 2022
FCCC/SBSTA/2022/6

Proceedings

54, At its 1st meeting, the SBSTA agreed to consider this agenda sub-item in informal
consultations co-facilitated by Ladislaus Chang’a (United Republic of Tanzania) and
Christiane Textor (Germany). At its 3rd meeting, following interventions by five Parties,
including four on behalf of groups of Parties, namely the African Group, AILAC, the Alliance
of Small Island States and the European Union and its member States,? the SBSTA considered
and adopted the conclusions below.

Conclusions

55.  The SBSTA noted the importance of this agenda sub-item in providing a space for
identifying scientific findings and addressing knowledge gaps relevant to supporting work
under the Convention and the Paris Agreement.

56. The SBSTA welcomed the activities and information reported in the statements
delivered at the opening plenary of this session by the Global Climate Observing System, the
IPCC, the World Climate Research Programme and the World Meteorological Organization.®

L See https://www4.unfcce.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx.

2 The statements can be heard at https://unfccc.int/event/joint-plenary-meeting-of-shsta-and-shi (starting
at 04:03).

3 Available at https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx (selected tag: 2021;
search: statement).
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57. The SBSTA also welcomed the contributions of Working Groups I1* and I11? to the
ARG. It expressed its appreciation and gratitude to the IPCC and the scientific community for
those contributions. It also expressed its appreciation for the dedication of the IPCC experts in
continuing their work during the pandemic. It noted the importance of the contributions in
supporting decision-making on climate change.

58. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to the IPCC and SBSTA Chairs and to the
secretariats for organizing the SBSTA-IPCC special events on the contributions of Working
Groups 113 and I11* to the ARG, held on 6 and 8 June 2022, respectively.

59. The SBSTA also expressed its appreciation to its Chair and to the secretariat for
organizing the fourteenth meeting of the research dialogue and associated poster session, held
on 9 June 2022, on near-term climate projections and regional modelling, the ocean and
cryosphere, carbon dioxide removal, and integrated solutions for adaptation and resilience.> It
invited its Chair to prepare, with the assistance of the secretariat, a summary report on the
meeting, to be made available in advance of SBSTA 57 (November 2022).

60. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation and gratitude to IPCC experts for their
contributions to the events and meeting referred to in paragraphs 58-59 above as well as for
their support for other relevant events held during this session.® It also expressed its
appreciation to other experts from research programmes and organizations for their
contributions to the fourteenth meeting of the research dialogue, and welcomed the informal
exchanges between experts and Parties at the poster session.

61. The SBSTA reaffirmed the importance of research for improving modelling capacity,
accuracy and development; scenarios; data availability, analysis and integration; climate
projections; climate change attribution; and other relevant available scientific information,
including on adaptation and mitigation options as well as early warning and disaster risk
management.

62. The SBSTA encouraged Parties and relevant organizations to strengthen research and
research capacity and to address related research needs, as indicated at the fourteenth meeting
of the research dialogue, particularly in countries with limited research capacity such as certain
developing countries, especially the LDCs and small island developing States, and to share
scientific information globally, including in relation to understanding:

@ Near-term climate change and predicting it, providing regional climate
modelling projections and providing downscaled data at the regional, subregional and local
level;

(b)  Climate change impacts on and risks for the ocean and cryosphere, and related
ecosystems;

(c)  The evolution and dynamics of extreme events, and strengthened early warning
systems and climate services;

(d)  Climate change detection and attribution science, including at regional scale;

()  The potential opportunities, risks and costs of carbon dioxide removal
technologies and options;

-

N
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IPCC. 2022. Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working
Group Il to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. H Portner,
D Roberts, M Tignor, et al. (eds.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Available at
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/aré/wg2/.

IPCC. 2022. Climate Change 2022: Mitigation of Climate Change. Contribution of Working Group 111
to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. PR Shukla, J Skea,
R Slade, et al. (eds.). Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press. Available at
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg3/.

See https://unfccc.int/event/aréwgii-special-event.

See https://unfccc.int/event/aréwgiii-special-event.

See https://unfccc.int/event/fourteenth-meeting-of-the-research-dialogue.

Including the IPCC event under the Glasgow—Sharm el-Sheikh work programme on the global goal on
adaptation on the contribution of Working Group 11 to the ARG, the third meeting of SED2, and the
first meeting of the technical dialogue under the first global stocktake.
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(j)] The causes and consequences of the vulnerability of natural and human systems,
their interactions and associated tipping points, and strengthening of biosphere and human
resilience, particularly for the most vulnerable systems;

(90  Climate change impacts on and risks for vulnerable groups, such as indigenous
peoples and local communities, children and youth, people with disabilities and women.

63. The SBSTA invited Parties and relevant organizations to submit via the submission
portal by 28 February 2023 views on possible themes for the fifteenth meeting of the research
dialogue, to be held in conjunction with SBSTA 58 (June 2023).
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SBSTA 52-55, 2021
FCCC/SBSTA/2021/3

1.

Proceedings

64. The SBSTA considered this agenda sub-item at its 4th and 6th meetings. At its 4™
meeting, the SBSTA agreed to consider the matter in informal consultations co-facilitated by
Ladislaus Chang’a (United Republic of Tanzania) and Stefan Ruchti (Switzerland). At its 6™
meeting, the SBSTA considered and adopted the conclusions below.

Conclusions

65.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the statements delivered during the World Leaders
Summit stressing the importance of science in guiding climate policy and action.

66. The SBSTA welcomed the activities and information reported in the statements
delivered at the May—June 2021 sessions of the subsidiary bodies by representatives of GCOS
and WMO and at this session by representatives of the Committee on Earth Observation
Satellites and Coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites Working Group on Climate,
GCOS, I0C-UNESCO, the IPCC, WMO and the World Climate Research Programme,* and
the corresponding reports and submissions provided, namely the GCOS Status Report? and
WMO submissions,?including the State of the Global Climate 2021 report* and the 2020 WMO
Greenhouse Gas Bulletin.5 It noted the relevance of the reports to actions under the Convention
and the Paris Agreement.

67. The SBSTA welcomed the contribution of Working Group | to the AR6% and the
SBSTA-IPCC special event thereon held at this session. It expressed its appreciation and
gratitude to the IPCC and the scientific community for preparing this contribution and looks
forward to their continued work on the AR6. The SBSTA appreciated the dedication of the
IPCC experts in continuing their work during the coronavirus disease 2019 pandemic.

68.  The SBSTA noted with concern the state of the global climate system, as conveyed at
Earth Information Days 2020 and 2021 and in the contribution of Working Group | to the AR6.

69. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to participating research programmes and
organizations for their contributions to the twelfth” and thirteenth® meetings of the research
dialogue and Earth Information Days 2020° and 2021.1°

70.  The SBSTA welcomed the reports by its Chair on the events referred to in paragraph 66
above. It invited its Chair to prepare, with the assistance of the secretariat, a summary report
on Earth Information Day 2021.

10

Auvailable at https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx (selected tag: 2021;
search: statement).

GCOS. 2021. The Status of the Global Climate Observing System 2021: The GCOS Status Report.
Geneva: WMO. Available at https://gcos.wmo.int/en/gcos-status-report-2021.

Available at http://unfccc.int/node/28981.

WMO. 2021. State of the Global Climate 2021: WMO Provisional Report. Available at
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvi=notice_display&id=21982.

WMO. 2021. The State of Greenhouse Gases in the Atmosphere Based on Global Observations
through 2020. WMO Greenhouse Gas Bulletin. Geneva: WMO. Available at
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvi=notice_display&id=21975.

IPCC. 2021. Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group | to
the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. VV Masson-Delmotte,
P Zhai, A Pirani, et al. (eds.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Available at
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wgl/.

The agenda, presentations, summary report and related information are available at
https://unfccc.int/topics/science/events-meetings/research-dialogue/twelfth-meeting-of-the-research-
dialogue.

The agenda, presentations, summary report and related information are available at
https://unfccc.int/event/thirteenth-meeting-of-the-research-dialogue.

The agenda, presentations, informal summary report and related information are available at
https://unfccc.int/event/earth-information-day-2020.

The agenda, presentations and related information are available at
https://unfccc.int/event/earth-information-day-2021.
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71.  The SBSTA noted the significant progress in the work of the research and systematic
observation community aimed at strengthening the global response to the threat of climate
change, as discussed at the events, and the value of continuing the rich exchanges at future
events.

72.  The SBSTA also noted the importance of broadening representation at future mandated
events by increasing the participation of experts from a wide range of developing countries
and geographical regions as well as of representatives of youth and knowledge holders,
including local communities and indigenous peoples.

73.  The SBSTA encouraged Parties and relevant organizations to strengthen support for
sustained systematic observations of the climate system for monitoring changes in the
atmosphere, ocean and cryosphere, and on land, including by improving the density of
observations in areas of poor coverage, developing and providing long-term data sets and
facilitating free and open access to data.

74. The SBSTA welcomed the outcomes of the extraordinary session of the World
Meteorological Congress,* particularly resolution 1 on the WMO unified data policy,
resolution 2 on the Global Basic Observing Network and resolution 3 on the Systematic
Observations Financing Facility, and encouraged Parties and relevant organizations to support
the Facility in order to enhance and sustain implementation of the Global Basic Observing
Network in developing countries, including the LDCs and SIDS.

75. The SBSTA also encouraged Parties and relevant organizations to strengthen
systematic observation and research, and address related gaps and needs, including with regard
to:

@ Promoting exchange of usable and accessible scientific information and other
relevant knowledge and guidance at the science—policy interface, including in support of
implementation of the Convention and the Paris Agreement;

(b)  Connecting knowledge holders, innovators and technical experts with decision
makers in an equitable and participatory manner so as to increase understanding and use of
knowledge, products, tools and climate services that inform risk assessment and management;

(© Furthering the contribution of youth and local, indigenous and traditional
knowledge to understanding climate change and its consequences, and weaving such
knowledge into decision-making;

(d)  Understanding the opportunities for and challenges of implementing nature-
based solutions in land and ocean ecosystems for supporting adaptation and mitigation action;

(e) Improving the performance, development and application of regional and
subregional climate models and other downscaling methods in order to improve understanding
of local climate-related risks and inform regional, national and local decision-making,
including in developing countries with high mountain areas, particularly the LDCs and SIDS;

()] Recognizing and fostering education as a means to build capacity for climate
research in diverse communities, including in the LDCs and SIDS;

(9)  Addressing capacity-building requirements of developing countries;

()  Continuing to make advances in climate model simulations, analysis and
methods combining multiple lines of evidence on a wider range of climate variables to improve
parameterization of the physical climate system and understanding of scenarios;

(i) Addressing the sensitivities of climate simulations to scenarios and
parameterizations.

76.  The SBSTA noted the importance of building partnerships as a basis for strengthening
understanding and collaboration at the national and regional level, including to facilitate
cooperation on addressing key issues such as the ocean and cryosphere. In this regard, it
recognized the work of WMO regional climate centres, and work by the Group on Earth
Observations on developing relevant knowledge products, indicators, applications and
services, notably biosphere observations for ocean and land.

1 See https://public.wmo.int/en/events/constituent-bodies/cg-ext2021.
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77. The SBSTA encouraged Parties and relevant organizations to support and catalyse the
strengthening of data sets for national-level impact analyses and adaptation plans, particularly
for the LDCs and SIDS.

78.  The SBSTA noted the need for further understanding of gaps in knowledge, including
on both tipping points and incremental transformations in the climate system, including in the
cryosphere and ocean, as highlighted at Earth Information Day 2021.

79. The SBSTA invited Parties and relevant organizations to submit, via the submission
portal, views on possible themes for the fourteenth meeting of the research dialogue, to be held
in conjunction with SBSTA 56, by 28 February 2022, and for Earth Information Day 2022, to
be held in conjunction with SBSTA 57 (November 2022), by 31 August 2022.

SBSTA 50, 2019
FCCC/SBSTA/2019/2

Proceedings

54.  The SBSTA considered this agenda sub-item at its 15t and 3" meetings. It had before it
the submissions related to the sub-item. At its 1st meeting, the SBSTA agreed to consider the
matter in informal consultations co-facilitated by Richard Muyungi (United Republic of
Tanzania) and Christiane Textor (Germany). At its 3@ meeting, the SBSTA considered and
adopted the conclusions below.

Conclusions

55.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the activities and information reported in the
statements delivered at SBSTA 49! by representatives of EUMETSAT on behalf of CEOS and
CGMS, GCOS, the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research, the IPCC, WCRP
and WMO; and at this session? by representatives of EUMETSAT on behalf of CEOS and
CGMS, GCOS, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the IPCC, UN-Oceans, WCRP and WMO.

56. The SBSTA welcomed the submissions received at SBSTA 49 from CEOS and CGMS,
and WMO?3 and at this session from WMO.*

Research

80.  The SBSTA welcomed the provision of the summary report on RD 10 prepared by the
SBSTA Chair.®

81.  The SBSTA noted the views submitted by Parties on possible topics and considerations
for the eleventh and future meetings of the research dialogue.® It also noted the information
note on RD 11 prepared by the SBSTA Chair.”

82. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to the secretariat and the SBSTA Chair for
organizing RD 11, held on 20 June 2019, on the topic of science for transformation, and for its
aim to promote discussion at the science—policy interface.®

83. The SBSTA welcomed the four themes of RD 11:

(@  Transformation of energy and other sectoral systems to achieve the purpose and
long-term goals of the Paris Agreement;

©® N o U~ W

Available at https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx and
https://unfccc.int/node/820.

Available at https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx and
https://unfccc.int/node/17727.

As footnote 27 above.

As footnote 28 above.

Auvailable at https://unfccc.int/documents/183867.

Auvailable at https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissionsstaging/Pages/Home.aspx.
Auvailable at https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/RD11_InformationNote.pdf.
The information note, agenda, presentations and other information related to RD 11 are available at
https://unfccc.int/node/196130.
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(b)  Transformative adaptation and climate-resilient development;

(c)  Changing levels of risk and the attribution of extreme climate events and impacts
to climate change;

(d)  Role of the ocean in the climate system.

84. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to Parties and all participating research
programmes and organizations and their representatives for their contributions to RD 11.1

85.  The SBSTA welcomed the inclusion of breakout groups as a new format in the research
dialogue, and the diverse and informative set of posters and presentations. It recognized the
interesting exchanges of information and the value of the dialogue.

86.  The SBSTA emphasized the importance of hearing directly from representatives of the
IPCC and national, regional and international climate change research programmes and
organizations for the enhancement of knowledge exchange, and noted the value of hearing
directly from representatives of the communities and peoples most vulnerable to the current
and projected impacts of climate change. It encouraged the secretariat to continue to invite a
wide range of representatives, including from indigenous peoples and different scientific
disciplines, to future meetings of the research dialogue.

87.  The SBSTA noted the release of the 2019 Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for
National Greenhouse Gas Inventories? and the SBSTA-IPCC special event held on the
refinement at this session.

88.  The SBSTA acknowledged the ongoing efforts of the IPCC in its sixth assessment
cycle.®

89.  Noting the value of multiple knowledge systems, which include traditional knowledge,
and the importance of the co-production of knowledge for developing transformative solutions
for addressing climate change, the SBSTA encouraged Parties, academia, research institutions
and the wider scientific community, national and subnational institutions, local communities
and indigenous peoples, and other communities of practice to work together, as applicable, to
create such solutions for addressing climate change. The SBSTA noted that the co-production
of knowledge may strengthen research related to addressing and responding to climate change,
including through the possible engagement of the research community in the relevant activities
of the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform.*

90. The SBSTA encouraged Parties, research programmes and organizations to continue to
support research as identified under this and other agenda items® and as identified by
constituted bodies under the Convention.

91.  Noting the variety of local and sectoral research efforts presented during RD 11, the
SBSTA invited Parties and relevant organizations to consider those efforts in relation to their
response strategies to climate change.

92.  The SBSTA requested its Chair to prepare, with the assistance of the secretariat, a
summary report on RD 11, to be made available prior to SBSTA 51.

93.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit via the submission portal, by 31 January 2020,
their views on possible topics and considerations for the meetings of the research dialogue to
be held in conjunction with SBSTA 52 (June 2020) and beyond, taking into account previous
themes and presentations, the outcomes of previous research dialogue meetings, and the
themes suggested for future meetings

1

2

Including the panellists, representing Belize, Chile, Climate-KIC, the Indigenous Peoples of Africa Co-
ordinating Committee, the Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations, the IPCC,
Hokkaido University in Japan, the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, the SIKU team of
the Arctic Eider Society and Inuit Circumpolar Council, South Africa and WCRP.

Available at https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2019-refinement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-
greenhouse-gas-inventories.

Including on its Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, Special Report on
Climate Change and Land, and Sixth Assessment Report; see https://www.ipcc.ch/.

See https://unfccc.int/node/65106.

Such as under the NWP; see https://unfccc.int/nwp.
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SBSTA 48-1, 2018
(FCCC/SBSTA/2018/4)

39. The SBSTA noted with appreciation the activities and information reported in the
statements! delivered by the representatives of the Global Climate Observing System, IOC-
UNESCO, the IPCC, UN-Oceans, WCRP and WMO.

40. The SBSTA welcomed the summary report on the ninth meeting of the research
dialogue prepared by the SBSTA Chair.2

41.  The SBSTA noted the views and considerations submitted by Parties® on possible topics
for the tenth and future meetings of the research dialogue. It also noted the information note
on the tenth meeting of the research dialogue (RD 10) prepared by the SBSTA Chair.*

42.  The SBSTA welcomed RD 10, held on 3 May 2018, its aim to promote discussion at
the science—policy interface and its four themes:

(@  Science for understanding — update on research and modelling on human
settlements, oceans and land and their importance for the implementation of the Paris
Agreement;

(b)  Science for action — strengthening the link between the research community and
action to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement;

(c)  Renewable energy economics and co-benefits;

(d)  Global research on the carbon cycle and its observation requirements in support
of the Paris Agreement.

43. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to Parties and all participating research
programmes and organizations and their representatives for their contributions to RD 10. It
welcomed the diverse and informative set of posters and presentations at the meeting and the
value of the dialogue and the exchange of information.

44.  The SBSTA acknowledged the ongoing efforts of the IPCC in the sixth assessment
cycle® and recalled decision 1/CP.23.6

45.  The SBSTA noted the importance of the progress of the WCRP Coupled Model
Intercomparison Project Phase 6 for the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report” and the WCRP
Coordinated Regional Downscaling Experiment® for climate services.

46. The SBSTA also noted the important work of the scientific community, including at
the CitiesIPCC Cities and Climate Change Science Conference,® on understanding the
complex role played by cities in strengthening the global response to climate change.

47.  The SBSTA further noted the importance of the work of the scientific community and
the IPCC under the themes of RD 10 referred to in paragraph 42 above. It encouraged Parties
and relevant organizations to address gaps and needs with regard to:

€)] Increasing open access to climate-relevant data;

(b)  The wvulnerabilities of terrestrial, marine, coastal and urban ecosystems to
climate change and the value of ecosystem-based approaches, particularly synergies of
mitigation and adaptation action and related co-benefits;

5

© ® N o

As footnote 3 above.

Available at https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/researchdialogue_2017_2_summaryreport.pdf.

As footnote 7 above.

The information note, agenda, presentations and other information related to RD 10 are available at
https://unfccc.int/event/tenth-meeting-of-the-research-dialogue-rd-10.

Including on the special reports Oceans and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, Climate Change and
Land, and Global Warming of 1.5 °C (SR 1.5), the 2019 Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for
National Greenhouse Gas Inventories and the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report; see
http://www.ipcc.ch/activities/activities.shtml.

See references to the IPCC SR 1.5 in annex Il to that decision.

See https://www.wcrp-climate.org/wgem-cmip/wgem-cmipé.

See http://www.cordex.org/.

See http://citiesipcc.org/.
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()  The rapid changes in the renewable energy landscape and the implications for
the assessment of mitigation options and their co-benefits;

(d)  The role of the ocean in the global climate system, including for the global
energy balance and carbon cycle, and impacts related to, inter alia, ocean acidification, sea
level rise and ecosystem services, noting the proclamation by the United Nations of the United
Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030), which is to be
coordinated by IOC-UNESCO;*

()  The recent and ongoing rapid changes in the Arctic region;
(j)] The analysis of the global carbon cycle;?

(g) Research, as identified under other agenda items and by constituted bodies®
under the Convention.*

48.  The SBSTA noted the urgency for enhanced science communication.® It welcomed the
work of the scientific community on science communication, including some examples
reported at RD 10, to support action under the Paris Agreement.

49. The SBSTA noted the importance of regional institutions and networks and the
importance of providing and exchanging knowledge at the regional, national and local level.
The SBSTA also noted that regional initiatives on science communication would be valuable,
organized in close collaboration with regional research organizations and networks and other
relevant stakeholders, subject to the availability of financial resources. It urged Parties to
continue to engage with the scientific community.

50. The SBSTA encouraged Parties to support transdisciplinary research to enable
engagement of the scientific community with the policy community and other relevant
stakeholders and communities for informed actions under the Paris Agreement.

51.  The SBSTA noted the importance of indigenous and traditional knowledge® in relevant
aspects of scientific data and research and in communication at the science—policy interface.

52.  The SBSTA recognized the importance of continued and enhanced support for climate
change research, including enhancing research capacity, particularly in developing countries.

53.  The SBSTA requested its Chair to produce a summary report on RD 10 and to make it
available prior to SBSTA 50 (June 2019).

54.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit their views on possible topics and considerations
for the meetings of the research dialogue to be held in conjunction with SBSTA 50 and beyond
via the submission portal” by 15 January 2019. Submissions should take into account the
themes addressed and presentations made at previous research dialogue meetings and the
themes suggested for future meetings, which are listed in the annex to the information note
referred to in paragraph 41 above.

L See http://en.unesco.org/ocean-decade.
2 See the information from RD 10 (as footnote 26 above) and https://www.globalcarbonproject.org.
8 See https://unfccc.int/node/15859.
4 Including under the NWP (see https://unfccc.int/nwp) and LAKI
(see http://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWP/News/Pages/LAKI-methodology.aspx) and the
Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform (see https://unfccc.int/node/65106).
5 See the information from RD 10 on theme 2 (see https://unfccc.int/event/tenth-meeting-of-the-research-
dialogue-rd-10) and activities under Action for Climate Empowerment
(see https://unfccc.int/node/10596).
6 Including that identified under the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform; see
https://unfccc.int/node/65106.
7 https://unfcce.int/submissions_and_statements.
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SBSTA 46, 2017
(FCCC/SBSTA/2017/4)

42.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the statements from the representatives of the
Global Climate Observing System, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
the World Climate Research Programme and the World Meteorological Organization for the
opening meeting of the session.*

43.  The SBSTA welcomed the summary report on the eighth meeting of the research
dialogue prepared by the SBSTA Chair.?

44.  The SBSTA noted the views submitted by Parties® on possible topics for consideration
at the ninth meeting of the research dialogue (RD9),* held on 10 May 2017. It also noted the
information note on RD9 prepared by the SBSTA Chair.®

45.  The SBSTA welcomed RD9 and its two themes: regional climate research data and
information, and gaps; and scientific aspects relating to taking stock and assessing progress on
mitigation. It expressed its appreciation to Parties and all participating research programmes
and organizations and their representatives for their contributions. It noted the added value of
the opportunity for discussion during the poster session and after the presentations.

46.  The SBSTA also welcomed the work of the IPCC, including on the special reports on
“Global Warming of 1.5 °C”, “Oceans and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate” and “Climate
Change and Land”; and the “2019 Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National
Greenhouse Gas Inventories”.®

47.  The SBSTA noted the importance of the work of the scientific community and the IPCC
in support of strengthening the global response to climate change, including:

(@)  Considering the human dimension, and indigenous peoples’ and traditional
knowledge;

(b)  Sustained funding for climate research and climate-relevant data, and advancing
open access to climate-relevant public data, also noting the work of the Global Framework for
Climate Services and other relevant organizations, particularly on capacity-building;

(c)  Continued research on Earth system modelling in an effort to contribute to
reducing projection uncertainty in support of the Paris Agreement;

(d)  Communicating climate change science, which could be considered as a topic
at the research dialogue;

()  The outputs from downscaling techniques for global climate reanalysis and
models, which could be considered as a topic at the research dialogue.

48.  The SBSTA requested its Chair to produce, with the assistance of the secretariat, a
summary report on RD9, to be made available prior to SBSTA 48.

49.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit via the submission portal,” by 2 February 2018,
their views on possible topics and considerations for the research dialogue to be held in
conjunction with SBSTA 48 and beyond, taking into account the themes and presentations
already addressed at previous research dialogue meetings and the themes suggested for future

1

2

5

7

Available at
http://www4.unfccc.int/submissions/SitePages/sessions.aspx?focalBodies=SBSTA&years=2017.
http://unfccc.int/files/science/workstreams/research/application/pdf/researchdialogue_2016_2
_summaryreport.pdf.

Auvailable at
http://www4.unfccc.int/submissions/SitePages/sessions.aspx?focalBodies=SBSTA&years=2017&them
es=Science%20and%20Research.

The agenda, presentations and other relevant information on RD9 are available at
http://unfccc.int/10154.
http://unfccc.int/files/science/workstreams/research/application/pdf/researchdialogue.2017.1.
informationnote.pdf.

Available at http://www.ipcc.ch/activities/activities.shtml.

http://unfccc.int/5900.
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meetings,* as well as the topics referred to in paragraph 47(d) and (e) above. It also invited
Parties, in their submissions, to take into account the report back from the consultations of the
Presidencies of COP 22 and 23 on the preparations of the 2018 facilitative dialogue,? in
particular any aspects relating to scientific information.

SBSTA 44, 2016
(FCCC/SBSTA/2016/2)

31.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the statements delivered by the representatives of
GCOS, the IPCC and WCRP.

32.  The SBSTA took note of the information submitted by Parties® for the eighth meeting
of the research dialogue,* held on 19 May 2016, and on themes for a possible research
workshop in conjunction with SBSTA 46 (May 2017). It also noted the information note on
the eighth meeting of the research dialogue prepared by the SBSTA Chair® and the letter to the
SBSTA Chair from the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss
and Damage associated with Climate Change Impacts.®

33.  The SBSTA welcomed the information that the IPCC, in response to an invitation from
the Conference of the Parties,” will produce a special report in 2018 on the impacts of global
warming of 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas (GHG)
emission pathways. It also welcomed the decision of the IPCC to produce two other special
reports — one on climate change, desertification, land degradation, sustainable land
management, food security and GHG fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems and the other on climate
change and oceans and the cryosphere — and a methodology report on greenhouse gas
inventories.

34.  The SBSTA welcomed the eighth meeting of the research dialogue. It expressed its
appreciation to Parties, GCOS, the IPCC, WCRP, the World Meteorological Organization and
all participating research programmes and organizations for their contributions. It noted the
usefulness of a poster session and invited the SBSTA Chair to continue to use this modality.
It requested the SBSTA Chair to produce a summary report on the meeting, to be made
available before SBSTA 45 (November 2016).

35.  The SBSTA noted the importance of addressing regional climate research and data
needs. It encouraged relevant research programmes and organizations to present their efforts,
including activities they are undertaking such as regional workshops, to identify relevant
climate research and data information and gaps at the research dialogue meeting to be held at
SBSTA 46 (May 2017).

36.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit by 10 April 2017 their views on possible topics
for consideration at the research dialogue to be held at SBSTA 46 and beyond, taking into
account the themes and presentations already addressed at previous research dialogue meetings
and the themes suggested for future meetings, as identified in annex | to the information note
referred to in paragraph 31 above, as well as the encouragement referred to in paragraph 34
above.®

37.  The SBSTA took note of the estimated budgetary implications of the activities to be
undertaken by the secretariat referred to in paragraph 34 above. It requested that the actions of
the secretariat called for in these conclusions be undertaken subject to the availability of
financial resources.

1
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As identified in annex | to the information note on RD9 and the submissions from Parties referred to in
paragraph 41 above.

Decision 1/CP.22, paragraph 16.

Available at http://unfccc.int/5900.

Information on the research dialogue is available at http://unfccc.int/6793.

See http://unfccc.int/files/science/workstreams/research/application/pdf/researchdialogue.2016.1.
informationnote.pdf.

See http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/
application/pdf/excom_letter_to_sbsta_chair_on_researchdialogue.pdf.

Decision 1/CP.21, paragraph 21.

Parties should submit their views via the submissions portal at http://www.unfccc.int/5900.
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SBSTA 42, 2015
(FCCC/SBSTA/2015/2)

29.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the statements delivered by the representatives of
the IPCC, WMO and UN-Oceans. It noted the importance of the IPCC Fifth Assessment
Report (AR5) for the UNFCCC process and welcomed the outreach efforts made by the IPCC
to disseminate its findings.

30.  The SBSTA took note of the information submitted by Partiestand by the regional and
international research programmes and organizations active in climate change research
(hereinafter referred to as the research programmes and organizations)?for the seventh meeting
of the research dialogue,®held on 4 June 2015. The information note on that meeting prepared
by the Chair of the SBSTA was welcomed by Parties.*

31.  The SBSTA welcomed the research dialogue and expressed its appreciation to Parties
for sharing information and for their views on: addressing data and information gaps; and
lessons learned and good practices in relation to knowledge and research capacity-building, in
particular in developing countries. The SBSTA also expressed its appreciation to the IPCC and
to the research programmes and organizations for their contributions to the research dialogue.

32.  The SBSTA thanked the secretariat for the summary report,® requested at SBSTA 40,
on the progress made in further enhancing the availability and visibility of scientific
information relevant to the Convention on the UNFCCC website. The SBSTA requested the
secretariat to continue its efforts to enhance the availability and visibility of such scientific
information, including in order to disseminate the findings of the AR5, and to report on
progress made at a future session of the SBSTA, as appropriate.

33.  The SBSTA encouraged the scientific community to address information and research
gaps identified during the research dialogue, including scenarios that limit warming in 2100 to
below 1.5 °C relative to pre-industrial levels, and the range of impacts at the regional and local
levels associated with these scenarios.

34.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit their views on possible topics for consideration
at the research dialogue to be held at SBSTA 44 (May 2016) and beyond, taking into account
the information note referred to in paragraph 30 above, via the submission portal” by 9 March
2016.

35.  The SBSTA also invited Parties to submit their views on themes for a possible research
workshop to be held in conjunction with SBSTA 46 (May 2017) via the submission portal by
9 March 2016 for consideration at SBSTA 44.

SBSTA 40, 2014
(FCCC/SBSTA/2014/2)

56.  The SBSTA took note of the information submitted by Parties® and by the regional and
international research programmes and organizations active in climate change research
(hereinafter referred to as the research programmes and organizations)® for the research
dialogue® held at this session of the SBSTA.

The submissions from Parties to the SBSTA are available at http://unfccc.int/5900.php.

The submissions from observer organizations to the SBSTA are available at http://unfccc.int/7482.php.
The meeting agenda and presentations and other relevant information on the research dialogue are
available at http://unfccc.int/6793.php.

Available at http://unfccc.int/files/science/workstreams/research/application/pdf/rd7_infnote.pdf.
FCCC/SBSTA/2015/INF.1.

FCCC/SBSTA/2014/2, paragraph 67.

http://www.unfccc.int/5900.

Parties” submissions to SBSTA are available at http://unfccc.int/5901.php.

The submissions of observer organizations are available at http://unfccc.int/7482.php.

As footnote 3 above.
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57. The SBSTA welcomed the research dialogue referred to in paragraph 56 above, and
expressed its appreciation to Parties for sharing information and for their views on research
needs and priorities. The SBSTA also expressed its appreciation to the IPCC and to the
research programmes and organizations for their contributions to the research dialogue.

58.  The SBSTA invited Parties and the research programmes and organizations to provide
information, by 25 March 2015, on lessons learned and good practices for knowledge and
research capacity-building, in particular in developing countries, considering information
presented at past research dialogues and workshops, and the findings of the IPCC Fifth
Assessment Report (AR5).t The SBSTA requested the secretariat to make this information
available on the UNFCCC website. This information would be considered as a topic for the
next research dialogue also taking into account the submissions received in accordance with
paragraph 60 below. SBSTA 42 will consider the need for a workshop in regard to the themes
from the research dialogue.

59.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit to the secretariat, by 25 March 2015, their views
on possible topics for consideration as part of the research dialogue to be held during
SBSTA 42 and beyond, taking into account the findings of the AR5, and requested the
secretariat to make them available on the UNFCCC website.

60. The SBSTA noted with appreciation the release by the IPCC of the contributions of
Working Groups 112 and I11® to its AR5, and the statements delivered by the representatives of
the IPCC and the WMO at SBSTA 40. The SBSTA noted the importance of the AR5 for the
UNFCCC process.

61. The SBSTA noted that, as requested at SBSTA 37,* the secretariat organized a
workshop to consider information on the technical and scientific aspects of ecosystems with
high-carbon reservoirs not covered by other agenda items under the Convention, such as
coastal marine ecosystems, in the context of wider mitigation and adaptation efforts, in
October 2013.5 The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to the Governments of Spain and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for providing financial resources for
this workshop.

62.  The SBSTA took note of the report on the workshop® referred to in paragraph 61 above
and of the methodological report adopted by the IPCC in 2013 on Wetlands.”

63.  The SBSTA noted that the outcomes of the workshop referred to in paragraph 61 above
may be relevant to the work of Parties on both mitigation and adaptation within other processes
under the Convention, such as the Nairobi work programme on impacts, vulnerability and
adaptation to climate change, and the CTCN.

64. The SBSTA encouraged the research programmes and organizations to continue
sharing experiences, knowledge and views, inter alia, on ecosystems with high-carbon
reservoirs, including on capacity-building elements, as appropriate, in particular in developing
countries.

65. The SBSTA also encouraged efforts to pursue dialogue between Parties and the
research programmes and organizations, inter alia, in relation to paragraphs 61-64 above.

66.  The SBSTA invited the IPCC to take note of the work of the SBSTA on research and
systematic observation in matters related to ecosystems with high-carbon reservoirs in the
consideration, by the IPCC, of future work.

67. The SBSTA noted that, as requested at SBSTA 37,2 the secretariat prepared a summary
report on the enhanced availability and visibility of scientific information relevant to the

1
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Parties are encouraged to make a consolidated submission containing their views on information
referred to in paragraphs 58 and 59.

Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Available at http://ipcc-wg2.gov/ARS.
Climate Change 2014: Mitigation of Climate Change. Available at http://mitigation2014.org.
FCCC/SBSTA/2012/5, paragraph 50.

Information on the workshop, including submissions received and presentations made, is available at
http://unfccc.int/7797.php.

FCCC/SBSTA/2014/INF.1.

2013 Supplement to the 2006 Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories: Wetlands.
Available at http://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/public/wetlands/index.html.

FCCC/SBSTA/2013/3, paragraph 69.
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Convention on the UNFCCC website.! The SBSTA considered the information contained in
that report and requested the secretariat to further enhance the availability and visibility of
scientific information, including through social media, the UNFCCC E-Newsletter and the
climate-science calendar, and by integrating scientific information available on the Internet
from the IPCC and other relevant stakeholders. The SBSTA invited the secretariat to report on
progress made in that regard to SBSTA 42.

68. The SBSTA took note of the estimated budgetary implications of the activities to be
undertaken by the secretariat referred to in paragraph 67 above. It requested that the actions of
the secretariat called for in these conclusions be undertaken subject to the availability of
financial resources.

SBSTA 38, 2013
(FCCC/SBSTA/2013/3)

64.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the statement delivered by the representative of
the IPCC. It also took note of the information submitted by Parties? and by regional and
international research programmes and organizations active in climate change research?
(hereinafter referred to as research programmes and organizations) in preparation for the
research dialogue during SBSTA 38.

65. The SBSTA welcomed the research dialogue* referred to in paragraph 64 above, and
expressed its appreciation to the research programmes and organizations and to the IPCC for
their contributions to the research dialogue. The SBSTA also expressed its appreciation to
Parties for sharing information and for their views on research needs and priorities in the
context of the research dialogue.

66. The SBSTA noted the advances made in research presented by research programmes
and organizations and welcomed the progress made in broadening participation at the regional
level in these research activities. The SBSTA stressed the important role of capacity-building
activities in developing countries, and encouraged that increased efforts be made towards a
higher level of participation by scientists from developing countries in climate change research
and dissemination of climate science information. The SBSTA also took note of the need for
detailed climate data and information at the local and regional levels, in particular in
developing countries, in support of understanding climate change and of the practical
implementation of adaptation and mitigation efforts.

67.  The SBSTA noted that by SBSTA 40 the IPCC will have released the contributions of
Working Groups I, 1l and 11l to the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report and that these could
contribute relevant information to the research dialogue to be held during SBSTA 40.

68.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit to the secretariat, by 26 March 2014, their views
on possible topics for consideration as part of the research dialogue to be held during SBSTA
40, and requested the secretariat to make them available on the UNFCCC website.

69. The SBSTA recalled its conclusions from SBSTA 32, 34 and 35° and noted that the
availability and visibility of scientific information relevant to the Convention on the UNFCCC
website has been enhanced. The SBSTA requested the secretariat to provide a summary report
on this work and to make it available for consideration at SBSTA 40.

70.  The SBSTA recalled its conclusions from SBSTA 37 regarding the organization of a
workshop, subject to the availability of financial resources, to be held by SBSTA 39, to
consider information on the technical and scientific aspects of ecosystems with high-carbon
reservoirs not covered by other agenda items under the Convention, such as coastal marine
ecosystems, in the context of wider mitigation and adaptation efforts.® The SBSTA took note

5

6

FCCC/SBSTA/2014/INF.5.

FCCC/SBSTA/2013/MISC 4.

FCCC/SBSTA/2013/MISC.5 and Add.1.

The agenda, presentations and information on the research programmes and organizations that
contributed to the research dialogue are available at http://unfccc.int/7663.php.
FCCC/SBSTA/2010/6, paragraph 49(b), FCCC/SBSTA/2011/2, paragraph 55(b), and
FCCC/SBSTA/2011/5, paragraph 42.

FCCC/SBSTA/2012/5, paragraph 50.
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of the views of Parties on the content of the workshop! and requested the secretariat, in
organizing the workshop, under the guidance of the Chair of the SBSTA, to take these views
into account. It further requested the secretariat to prepare a report on the workshop, to be
made available before SBSTA 40.

SBSTA 36, 2012
(FCCC/SBSTA/2012/2)

38.  The SBSTA took note of the views of Parties and of the progress made in developing
draft conclusions under this agenda item.

39.  The SBSTA agreed to continue its consideration of this agenda item at its thirty-seventh
session on the basis of the draft text contained in annex Il.

Annex 11
Draft text on research and systematic observation

1. [The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) noted with
appreciation the statements delivered by representatives of the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) and the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

2. The SBSTA welcomed the plan of the GCOS Steering Committee and secretariat to
prepare, in broad consultation with relevant partners, by early 2015, a third report on the
adequacy of the global observing systems for climate? and, by 2016, a new implementation
plan for the global observing system for climate, which would, inter alia, support the
Convention.® The SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat to provide the final implementation
plan to the SBSTA in 2016 by its [45th] session, and the third adequacy report to the SBSTA
by 2015 at its [43rd] session. The SBSTA encouraged the GCOS to provide a draft of the
implementation plan to the SBSTA by its [43rd] session in 2015.

3. [The SBSTA noted that the GCOS secretariat would consider, inter alia, [emerging
observational needs for adaptation and for the provision of climate services, and] the findings
of the Fifth Assessment Report of the IPCC, in the development of the third adequacy report.]

4, The SBSTA welcomed the activities undertaken by the GCOS secretariat to support
efforts to address the needs for climate observations, including the preparation of an update of
the Satellite Supplement* to the 2010 updated GCOS implementation plan. The SBSTA invited
the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) to respond to this new supplement
when reporting to the thirty-seventh session of the SBSTA on progress made.5

5. The SBSTA further welcomed the regional initiatives of the GCOS secretariat® in
supporting the development of and improvements to climate observation capacities. The
SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat to further expand such initiatives” and encouraged
Parties, in a position to do so, to support these efforts.

1
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FCCC/SBSTA/2013/MISC.6 and Add.1 and 2.

A report on the adequacy of the climate observing systems was prepared in 1998, followed by a second
such report in 2003, both of which are available at
http://www.wmao.int/pages/prog/gcos/index.php?name=Publications.

For the summary of the GCOS Implementation Plan for the Global Observing System for Climate in
Support of the UNFCCC, prepared in 2004, see document FCCC/SBSTA/2004/MISC.16. For the
summary of the 2010 update of the plan see document FCCC/SBSTA/2010/MISC.9.

Full title of the Satellite Supplement: Systematic Observation Requirements for Satellite-based
Products for Climate. This report provides supplemental details to the satellite-based component of the
2010 update of the GCOS implementation plan. The full report is available at
http://www.wmao.int/pages/prog/gcos/Publications/gcos-154.pdf.

At its thirty-third session, the SBSTA invited CEOS to provide, by the thirty-seventh session of the
SBSTA, an updated report on progress made on major achievements in relevant areas
(FCCC/SBSTA/2010/13, para. 53).

Recent regional initiatives of the GCOS secretariat have focused on Africa and South America, as
indicated by the GCOS secretariat in its submission to the SBSTA (see FCCC/SBSTA/2012/MISC.4).
For example, to the Asia-Pacific region and the Caribbean.
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6. The SBSTA noted that the report on progress by the Global Terrestrial Observing
System (GTOS) secretariat was not submitted to the SBSTA by its thirty-sixth session,* and
encouraged the GTOS secretariat to submit that report to the SBSTA by its xxth session. The
SBSTA highlighted the importance of such reports for the work of the SBSTA.

7. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to the GCOS sponsors? for the support provided
to the GCOS programme for the past 20 years, and encouraged them to continue to provide
such support. The SBSTA also welcomed the initiative by the GCOS sponsors to undertake a
review of GCOS, and invited the GCOS sponsors, through WMO, to inform the SBSTA on
the outcome of this review.

8. The SBSTA noted with appreciation the information by WMO on progress made
towards implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), including on
the draft GFCS Implementation Plan. The SBSTA invited WMO to keep the SBSTA informed
on the developments of the GFCS.

9. The SBSTA noted the importance of systematic observation for vulnerability
assessments and adaptation, with specific emphasis on developing countries. The SBSTA
encouraged Parties to contribute to the identification of emerging needs for systematic
observation in the context of the Convention, in support of the activities mentioned in
paragraph 2 above.

10.  [The SBSTA noted the potential of systematic observation for carbon monitoring, such
as for monitoring carbon fluxes in ecosystems [, and invited GCOS to consider enhancing its
activities in this regard.]]

11.  [The SBSTA agreed to continue its consideration of systematic observation at its thirty-
seventh session, and then revert to its customary practice of focusing on research during the
first sessional period of a year and on systematic observation during the second sessional
period of a year.]

12.  [The SBSTA welcomed the continuation of the research dialogue held during the thirty-
sixth session of the SBSTA. It also conveyed its appreciation to the regional and international
programs and organizations [footnote on participants] engaged in climate change research, the
IPCC and scientific experts for their active participations and contribution to the research
dialogue. The SBSTA also expressed its appreciation to Parties for sharing their views on their
research needs and priorities.]

13.  [SBSTA agreed to focus the next Research Dialogue at SBSTA 38. The SBSTA invited
Parties to provide, by 31 January 2013, their views on the research dialogue, including on-
going activities, associated modalities and ways to enhance the dialogue. The SBSTA
requested the secretariat to compile these submissions to a miscellaneous document for
consideration by the SBSTA at its 38th session.]

14. [SBSTA agreed to focus the next research dialogue at SBSTA 38th session on socio-
economic and scientific aspects of climate change. SBSTA invited Parties to submit their
views on this theme by [date] with the view to organize a workshop before SBSTA 38 to allow
in-depth consideration of this theme.]]

SBSTA 37, 2012
(FCCC/SBSTA/2012/5)

36.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the statements delivered at its thirty-sixth session
by representatives of WMO, the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) and the

At its thirty-third session, the SBSTA invited the secretariat of the GTOS to report to the SBSTA at its
thirty-fifth session on progress made on a number of matters relating to climate-related terrestrial
observations (see FCCC/SBSTA/2010/13, paras. 47-50). At the thirty-fifth session of the SBSTA, the
GTOS secretariat provided a summary of progress (FCCC/SBSTA/2011/MISC. 14), indicating that the
report invited by the SBSTA at its thirty-third session would be submitted to the SBSTA at its thirty-
sixth session.

The sponsors of GCOS are the following: WMO, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United
Nations Environment Programme and the International Council for Science.
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and at its thirty-seventh session by
representatives of WMO and CEOS.

46.  The SBSTA recalled the conclusions of the SBI at its twenty-fourth session® and
concluded that it would continue to focus its consideration on research during the first sessional
period of a year and on systematic observation during the second sessional period of a year.

47.  The SBSTA welcomed the continuation of the research dialogue during SBSTA 36. It
expressed its appreciation to the representatives of regional and international research
programmes and organizations active in climate change research, and to the IPCC, for their
contributions to the dialogue.? It also expressed its appreciation to Parties for sharing their
views on their research needs and priorities in the context of the dialogue.®

48.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit to the secretariat, by 25 March 2013, their views
on possible items for consideration as part of the research dialogue during SBSTA 38 and
requested the secretariat to compile these submissions into a miscellaneous document.

49. The SBSTA noted the views submitted by Parties contained in document
FCCC/SBSTA/2012/MISC.2 and Add.1 and 2.

50.  The SBSTA requested the secretariat to organize a workshop, subject to the availability
of financial resources, to be held by SBSTA 39, to consider information on the technical and
scientific aspects of ecosystems with high-carbon reservoirs not covered by other agenda items
under the Convention, such as coastal marine ecosystems, in the context of wider mitigation
and adaptation efforts.

51.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit to the secretariat, by 25 March 2013, their views
on the content of that workshop and requested the secretariat to compile these submissions into
a miscellaneous document.

52.  The SBSTA invited Parties and regional and international research programmes and
organizations active in climate change research to provide information on the technical and
scientific aspects of emissions by sources, removals by sinks, and reservoirs of all greenhouse
gases (GHGs), including emissions and removals from terrestrial ecosystems such as steppe,
savannah, tundra and peatlands, with a view to identifying and quantifying the impact of
human activities. This information would be considered as a theme for the next research
dialogue, also taking into account the submissions received in accordance with paragraph 48
above.

53.  The SBSTA took note of the estimated budgetary implications of the activities to be
undertaken by the secretariat pursuant to the provisions contained in paragraph 50 above.

54.  The SBSTA requested that the actions of the secretariat called for in paragraph 50 above
be undertaken subject to the availability of financial resources.

SBSTA 34, 2011
(FCCC/SBSTA/2011/2)

44.  The SBSTA noted the information provided prior to its thirty-fourth session in
preparation for the meeting under the SBSTA dialogue on developments in research activities
relevant to the needs of the Convention being held in the context of decision 9/CP.11
(hereinafter referred to as the research dialogue) and for the related workshop
(FCCC/SBSTA/2010/MISC.12, FCCC/SBSTA/2011/MISC.1, FCCC/SBSTA/2011/
MISC.4 and FCCC/SBSTA/2011/INF.1) on recent climate change research findings and
uncertainty management, communicating climate change science and building capacity for
research in developing countries.

FCCC/SBI1/2006/11, paragraph 109(a).

This information was provided in the submissions contained in document FCCC/SBSTA/2012/MISC.3
and in the presentations given during the research dialogue. For information on research programmes
and organizations that contributed to the research dialogue, see http://unfccc.int/6896.php.

This information was provided in the submissions contained in document FCCC/SBSTA/2012/MISC.2
and Add.1 and 2 and in the presentations given during the research dialogue, see
http://unfccc.int/6896.php.
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45.  The SBSTA noted the progress made in the implementation of decision 9/CP.11
through the establishment and maintenance of the research dialogue under the SBSTA, as
initiated at its twenty-sixth session.*

46. The SBSTA welcomed the continuation of the research dialogue held during the thirty-
fourth session of the SBSTA and the related workshop on research referred to in paragraph 44
above, which was organized by the secretariat, under the guidance of the Chair of the SBSTA,
from 2 to 3 June 2011 in Bonn, Germany, and expressed its appreciation to the governments
that provided financial support for the workshop.

47.  The SBSTA conveyed its appreciation to the regional and international programmes
and organizations engaged in climate change research (hereinafter referred to as research
programmes and organizations), the IPCC, United Nations agencies and organizations, and
scientific experts for their active participation and contributions during the workshop and the
research dialogue,? and for sharing their knowledge and results emerging from their research
activities. The SBSTA also expressed its appreciation to Parties for sharing their views on their
research needs and priorities for policy-relevant scientific information, as well as on
communication and research-related capacity-building needs.

48.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the broadened participation of other organizations,
programmes and agencies active in climate change research. It also noted that the workshop
strengthened the research dialogue between Parties and research programmes and
organizations. It further noted with appreciation that both events, especially the workshop,
contributed to an enhanced communication between the science and policy communities, and
to an enhanced consideration and understanding by Parties of emerging scientific findings and
related issues on communication and research-related capacity-building in developing
countries and other issues addressed under the research dialogue.

49.  The SBSTA welcomed the report on the workshop,® which included information on
research findings, research needs and ongoing activities in international and regional climate
change research. The SBSTA noted that this information included significant emerging
research outcomes, since the publication of the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report, of relevance
to the UNFCCC, including on ocean acidification, changes to the cryosphere, sea level rise
and emissions scenarios.

50.  The SBSTA noted that the workshop report:

@ Included information from some Parties on policy-relevant research needs, including
for interdisciplinary research, as well as on the need for improved and sustained observations
to support further research, especially in areas where data are scarce, as well as for enhanced
and sustained ground-based observation networks for the validation of satellite data;

(b)  Considered good practices, challenges and needs, and lessons learned in
communicating climate change science, including linkages with local knowledge and the use
of local languages, to the user community, the general public, stakeholders, including the most
vulnerable groups, and policymakers;

(© Highlighted lessons learned and future needs in building capacity for research and
related activities in developing countries and the need to enhance developing country
participation in climate change research.

51. The SBSTA emphasized the need for improved communication and interaction
between the scientific community and users of climate information in order to support
adaptation and mitigation planning and activities.

52.  The SBSTA also emphasized the need to further enhance the relevance of the research
dialogue and linkages with other activities under the UNFCCC process. In this regard, the
SBSTA invited the research programmes and organizations to continue to provide information
on developments in research activities relevant to the needs of the Convention.*

1 FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, paragraph 44.

2

3

4

For the list of research programmes and organizations, and United Nations agencies and organizations
that participated in the workshop and in the research dialogue, see http://unfccc.int/3461.php.
FCCC/SBSTA/2011/INF.6. For further information on the workshop, including the presentations made,
see http://unfccc.int/6032.php.

FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, paragraph 47(a—f).
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53.  The SBSTA further emphasized the value of promoting the outputs of research through
activities undertaken under Article 6 of the Convention, particularly in developing countries.

54,  The SBSTA stressed the need to enhance the availability of research findings from
developing countries. It encouraged the research programmes and organizations to include
information on the participation of scientists from developing countries in climate change
research when reporting information in the context of the research dialogue.

55. The SBSTA requested the secretariat, subject to the availability of resources, to
continue to support the research dialogue, including:

(@  Organizing further workshops, as appropriate, in periodic consultation with the
research programmes and organizations, and to be agreed by the SBSTA,;

(b)  Enhancing the visibility of scientific information of relevance to the Convention on its
website, including the provision of a calendar of key science-policy meetings in collaboration
with research programmes and organizations and the IPCC.

56. The SBSTA invited Parties to provide, by 19 September 2011, their views on the
research dialogue, including ongoing activities, associated modalities and ways to enhance the
dialogue. The SBSTA requested the secretariat to compile these submissions into a
miscellaneous document for consideration by the SBSTA at its thirty-fifth session. The
SBSTA agreed to defer its consideration of matters related to systematic observation, including
issues related to the timing of the contributions of the Global Climate Observing System to the
SBSTA, to its thirty-sixth session.

SBSTA 35, 2011
(FCCC/SBSTA/2011/5)

36. The SBSTA considered the views submitted by Parties on the research dialogue,
including ongoing activities, associated modalities and possible ways to enhance the dialogue.*

37.  In the light of the progress made in the implementation of decision 9/CP.11, and the
success of the activities undertaken under the SBSTA research dialogue on developments in
research activities relevant to the needs of the Convention, including the related workshop held
in conjunction with the thirty-fourth session of the SBSTA, the SBSTA agreed that the
research dialogue should continue, on a regular basis, at SBSTA 36 and beyond.

38.  The SBSTA encouraged Parties, in particular developing country Parties, and invited
regional and international research programmes and organizations active in climate change
research to utilize the research dialogue as a forum for:

(@)  Discussing needs for climate change research and research-related capacity-
building, particularly those of developing countries, to support the work of the Convention;

(b)  Conveying research findings and lessons learned from activities undertaken by
regional and international research programmes and organizations of relevance to the
Convention.

39.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit, prior to a SBSTA session during which a research
dialogue would be held, their views on specific themes to be addressed at the research dialogue
meeting.? In this regard, the SBSTA invited Parties to submit, by 5 March 2012, their views
for the upcoming research dialogue to be held in conjunction with the thirty-sixth session of
the SBSTA.

40. The SBSTA invited relevant regional and international research programmes and
organizations active in climate change research to provide, in the context of the research
dialogue, submissions with information on developments in their research activities relevant

FCCC/SBSTA/2011/MISC.8 and Add.1.
In line with the timeline for submissions from Parties for inclusion into a miscellaneous document of
that respective session.
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to the Convention, including with respect to the long-term global goal referred to in decision
1/CP.16, paragraph 4, as appropriate.

41.  The SBSTA recalled its conclusions at its thirty-fourth session, at which the SBSTA
requested the secretariat, subject to the availability of resources, to continue to support the
research dialogue, including organizing further workshops, as appropriate, in periodic
consultation with the relevant research programmes and organizations and as agreed by the
SBSTA. The objective of such workshops is to facilitate the in-depth consideration of issues
considered under the research dialogue, with a view to providing information in support of the
UNFCCC process.

42. The SBSTA requested the secretariat, taking into consideration information from
relevant research programmes and organizations and the IPCC, to further enhance the
availability and visibility of scientific information relevant to the Convention on the UNFCCC
website, including through webcasts of the proceedings of any workshops under the research
dialogue.

43.  The SBSTA invited Parties and regional and international research programmes and
organizations active in climate change research, including marine research, to provide
information on the technical and scientific aspects of emissions by sources, removals by sinks,
and reservoirs of all greenhouse gases, including emissions and removals from coastal and
marine ecosystems such as mangroves, tidal salt marshes, wetlands and seagrass meadows,
with a view to identifying and quantifying the impact of human activities. This information
would be considered as a theme for the next research dialogue, also taking into account the
submissions received in accordance with paragraph 39 above. At its thirty-sixth session, the
SBSTA may consider the need for a workshop to give in-depth consideration to the themes
considered in the research dialogue. The SBSTA noted the views of Parties regarding the
importance of other ecosystems with high-carbon reservoirs, in particular terrestrial
ecosystems, for example steppe, tundra and peatlands.

44,  The SBSTA took note of the information provided by the secretariat of the Global
Terrestrial Observing System (GTOS)? and agreed to consider this information, in conjunction
with any updates received from GTOS on this matter, as well as matters related to the Global
Climate Observing System, at its thirty-sixth session when considering matters related to
systematic observation, in line with the conclusions of the SBSTA at its thirty-fourth session.?

45.  The SBSTA noted with appreciation the statement provided by WMO on the progress
towards the implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). The
SBSTA recognized that the GFCS is an important initiative to underpin science-based
adaptation and to support countries in meeting the challenges of climate variability and change.

46. The SBSTA invited WMO to provide, at the thirty-seventh session of the SBSTA,
information on the outcome of the Extraordinary Session of the WMO Congress in October
2012 with respect to GFCS implementation. The SBSTA also invited WMO to provide
information, when appropriate, on the progress in the implementation of the GFCS at future
sessions in order to inform the work under the Convention.

47.  The SBSTA welcomed the IPCC Special Report on Managing the Risks of Extreme
Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation, noting the importance of the
underlying research and systematic observations enabling the production of that report.

48.  The SBSTA took note of the estimated budgetary implications of implementing the
provisions contained in these conclusions, as provided by the secretariat. The SBSTA
requested that the actions of the secretariat called for in these conclusions be undertaken
subject to the availability of financial resources.

49. The SBSTA decided to recommend a draft decision® on the research dialogue for
adoption by the COP at its seventeenth session (for the text of the decision, see
FCCC/SBSTA/2011/L.27/Add.1).

1 FCCC/SBSTA/2011/MISC.14.
2 FCCC/SBSTA/2011/2, paragraph 56.
3 For the text as adopted, see decision 16/CP.17.

Page 31 of 46



SBSTA 32, 2010
(FCCC/SBSTA/2010/6)

45.  The SBSTA took note of the views submitted by Parties on topics for discussion at the
research dialogue meeting convened during SBSTA 32! and expressed its appreciation to
Parties for providing, during that dialogue meeting, their views on research needs and
priorities, in particular those related to reducing uncertainties and gaps in scientific knowledge
relevant to the needs of the Convention.

46.  The SBSTA welcomed the updated information on developments in research activities
and emerging scientific findings relevant to the needs of the Convention provided by the
regional and international climate change research programmes and organizations (hereinafter
referred to as research programmes and organizations), as well as the information provided by
the IPCC on its activities, in particular on the process leading to the IPCC Fifth Assessment
Report (AR5) and its Synthesis Report.?

47.  The SBSTA recalled the valuable role that the research dialogue is playing in informing
deliberations within the UNFCCC process, and agreed that it should be continued at SBSTA
34 and beyond. It encouraged research programmes and organizations to continue to provide,
for consideration under the research dialogue in the future, information on developments in
research activities outlined in document FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, paragraph 47 (a—f), taking into
account views expressed by Parties, priorities emerging within the UNFCCC process and
activities undertaken in support of the IPCC towards the preparation of the ARS5.

48.  The SBSTA noted the need to further enhance interaction between the science and
policy communities by strengthening the research dialogue. Possible ways to enhance the
effectiveness of the dialogue in the future may include:

(@)  Better identification and communication of research themes and topics of
interest to policymakers;

(b)  Greater opportunities for developing countries to present research results and
related capacity-building activities;

(c)  Further activities to share information;

(d) Identification of additional ways to communicate research outcomes and
findings to Parties.

49.  Inthisregard, the SBSTA requested the secretariat to:

(@  Organize aworkshop, in conjunction with its thirty-fourth session, subject to the
availability of resources and under the guidance of the Chair of the SBSTA, to allow further
in-depth consideration to be given to issues addressed in the research dialogue, and to prepare
a report on the workshop to be made available for consideration by the SBSTA at its thirty-
fourth session;

(b)  Consider ways to make available on its website information from the research
programmes and organizations.

50. The SBSTA invited Parties to provide to the secretariat, by 20 September 2010, their
views on the issues referred to in paragraphs 48 (a—d) and 49 (a) and (b) above, and requested
the secretariat to make these available as a miscellaneous document by SBSTA 33. It further
requested the secretariat to provide information to Parties prior to SBSTA 34 on the themes to

FCCC/SBSTA/2010/MISC 4.

This information was provided in submissions contained in document FCCC/SBSTA/2010/MISC.6, as
well as in the presentations given during the research dialogue meeting. The IPCC and the following
research programmes and organizations were represented at the meeting: the Earth System Science
Partnership, the World Climate Research Programme, the International Geosphere—Biosphere
Programme, the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change,
START (Global Change System for Analysis, Research and Training), the Asia-Pacific Network for
Global Change Research and the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Union and
associated countries. Presentations and further information are available at
http://unfccc.int/items/5609.php.
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be presented at the research dialogue meeting and at the workshop referred to in paragraph 49
(a) above.

51. The SBSTA invited research programmes and organizations to provide updated
information on emerging scientific findings and research outcomes at SBSTA 33.

52. The SBSTA noted the challenges of communicating research results, including
indication of level of confidence and uncertainty, effectively to end-users and to a wider
audience, including the media and the public. In this regard, the SBSTA welcomed the
progress made in the development of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS)
under WMO and its partner organizations. It invited WMO to report, under the research
dialogue, on progress made in the development of the GFCS.

53.  The SBSTA recognized the need to engage observation programmes in the research
dialogue.

54.  The SBSTA encouraged the enhancement of existing efforts by Parties and research
programmes and organizations to build research capacity in developing countries, including
by strengthening research at regional climate centres.

SBSTA 30, 2009
(FCCC/SBSTA/2009/3)

47.  The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to the regional and international climate change
research programmes and organizations (hereinafter referred to as research programmes and
organizations) and to the IPCC for the valuable updated information on developments in
research activities and on emerging scientific findings relevant to the Convention. This
information was provided during the meeting that took place during SBSTA 30 as part of the
research dialogue in the context of decision 9/CP.11! and in the submissions compiled in
document FCCC/SBSTA/2009/MISC.5. The SBSTA took note of a list prepared by the
secretariat of international and regional programmes and organizations active in areas of
research relevant to climate change.?

48. The SBSTA affirmed the valuable role of the research dialogue in providing new
scientific information that emerges from climate change research in between publication of the
IPCC Assessment Reports. It also noted the importance of such information for informing
deliberations within the UNFCCC process. The SBSTA invited the research programmes and
organizations to continue to provide, as part of the research dialogue, information on
developments in the research activities outlined in document FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4,
paragraph 47 (a—f). It requested the secretariat to make the presentations that are given as part
of the dialogue available on the UNFCCC website in such a way that they can be reached by
a wide audience.

49.  The SBSTA agreed that meetings under this dialogue should be continued, during the
thirty-second and subsequent sessions of the SBSTA, and organized in such a way that more
time is devoted both to in-depth consideration by Parties of new scientific findings and
developments in research activities and to presentations by Parties. The SBSTA requested the
secretariat to make arrangements accordingly when organizing meetings under the dialogue.

50. The SBSTA invited Parties to provide to the secretariat, by 22 March 2010, their views
on topics to be discussed at the dialogue meeting to take place during SBSTA 32, taking into
account developments in research activities outlined in document FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4,
paragraph 47 (a—f).

51.  The SBSTA welcomed the information from the IPCC regarding its plans for the Fifth
Assessment Report (AR5). It recalled its conclusions from its twenty-ninth session, which

1 Alongside the IPCC, the following research programmes and organizations were represented at the
meeting: the Earth System Science Partnership, the World Climate Research Programme, the
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme, the International Human Dimensions Programme on
Global Environmental Change, DIVERSITAS, the International Alliance of Research Universities,
START (Global Change System for Analysis, Research and Training), the Inter-American Institute for
Global Change Research, the Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research and the Seventh
Framework Programme of the European Community and associated countries. Further information and
presentations are available at http://unfccc.int/3461.php.

2 Available at http://unfccc.int/3461.php.
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noted that Parties may provide information on scientific and technical questions that they wish
to be considered in the AR5 process through their IPCC focal points.*

52.  The SBSTA encouraged the research programmes and organizations to continue to
undertake further studies to enhance the understanding of climate change and to address key
uncertainties identified in the Fourth Assessment Report of the IPCC, and to enhance their
efforts towards greater integration of climate-related research across all disciplines. It also
encouraged the research programmes and organizations to further enhance their activities
relating to developing countries.

53.  The SBSTA encouraged Parties and research programmes and organizations to enhance
their existing efforts to build capacity for research in developing countries, in particular those
aimed at supporting adaptation efforts such as those identified as part of the ongoing activities
of the Nairobi work programme.

54. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation for the report on progress with the
Implementation Plan for the Global Observing System for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC
(hereinafter referred to as the GCOS implementation plan) prepared by the secretariat of
GCOS under the guidance of the GCOS Steering Committee, and for the synthesis report on
national information on systematic observations for climate.? It noted the significant progress
made in the implementation of the various observing systems relevant to the Convention, but
also noted that limited progress has been made in filling gaps in in-situ observing systems in
developing countries and that the funding available for many important systems is small in
relation to what is needed. The SBSTA noted that according to the GCOS progress report,
priority should be given over the next five years to the following:

(@  The urgent need for funding support for implementation of the GCOS regional
action plans developed during 2001-2006;

(b)  Immediate attention to the design and implementation of the national and local-
scale networks needed for impact assessment and adaptation to climate change;

(c)  The appointment of GCOS national coordinators in many more than the present
14 countries that have well-established national coordination arrangements for climate
observations;

(d)  Much stronger and higher-level commitment of Parties to the GCOS
cooperation mechanism for supporting GCOS implementation in developing countries;

(e) Finding new mechanisms for ensuring sustained long-term operation of essential
in situ networks, especially for the oceanic and terrestrial domains, that are presently supported
by project-timescale research funding;

()] Strong support for the further development and promulgation of observational
standards for the full range of terrestrial climate variables;

()  Continued encouragement for the coordinated implementation and long-term
continuity of the cross-cutting space-based component of GCOS;

(h)  Strong support for the observational and research-based “Global Framework for
Climate Services” proposed for endorsement by World Climate Conference-3;

(i) Reaffirmation of the value of detailed national reports on systematic
observations under the UNFCCC as a mechanism for fostering, focusing and guiding GCOS
implementation at the national level.

55.  The SBSTA urged Parties and invited relevant United Nations agencies and
international organizations to take steps to address the priorities and gaps identified in the
GCOS progress report, in particular the implementation of the GCOS regional action plans,
and ensuring a sustained long-term operation of in situ networks, especially for the oceanic
and terrestrial domains.

56.  The SBSTA stressed that addressing these priorities would help countries to adapt to
climate change on a basis of sound data and information.

57.  The SBSTA noted that an updated GCOS implementation plan that takes into account
emerging priorities, such as the need for data for adaptation, may assist in continuing progress
with GCOS implementation. It therefore invited the GCOS secretariat to prepare, under the

1 FCCC/SBSTA/2008/13, paragraph 85.
2 FCCC/SBSTA/2009/MISC.7 and Add.1.

Page 34 of 46



guidance of the GCOS Steering Committee, an update of the GCOS implementation plan
before its thirty-third session.

58. The SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat to include, in this updated GCOS
implementation plan, a breakdown of costs involved. The costs should be broken down by
region, observing system and between developed and developing countries. The SBSTA
invited the GCOS secretariat to provide a provisional updated implementation plan in
conjunction with a provisional estimation of costs, before COP 15, and requested the
secretariat to make this information available as a miscellaneous document.

59.  The SBSTA welcomed the support given to the GCOS secretariat. The SBSTA noted
the overall expected increase in workload for the GCOS secretariat that would emerge from
addressing the priorities and gaps identified in the GCOS progress report. It therefore invited
all of the GCOS sponsoring agencies® to consider ways to provide adequate resources for
supporting this work.

60. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation for the updated progress report by the secretariat
of GTOS on progress made in assessing the status of the development of standards for each of
the essential climate variables (ECVSs) in the terrestrial domain and on the framework for the
preparation of guidance materials, standards and reporting guidelines for terrestrial observing
systems for climate? which was further developed following the guidance of the SBSTA at its
twenty-seventh session.?

61. The SBSTA welcomed the proposal contained in the updated progress report for a joint
terrestrial framework mechanism between relevant agencies of the United Nations and the
International Organization for Standardization, and encouraged the GTOS secretariat and the
GTOS sponsoring agencies to implement the framework. The SBSTA also invited the GTOS
secretariat and the GTOS sponsoring agencies to elaborate a work plan for developing
observational standards and protocols for the 13 terrestrial ECVs assessed. It invited the
GTOS secretariat to report on the results of the implementation of the framework and its
elaboration of the work plan at SBSTA 33.

62.  The SBSTA expressed its appreciation for the updated report provided by CEQOS, on
behalf of Parties that support space agencies involved in global observations, to the SBSTA at
its twenty-ninth session.* It welcomed the progress made by those agencies in responding to
the GCOS implementation plan and the support of CEOS to the space-based observations of
GCOS. The SBSTA further welcomed the commitment by CEOS member agencies to work
towards improved availability of current and future data for forest carbon monitoring, as
expressed in a statement delivered by a representative of CEOS.

63. The SBSTA encouraged coordinated implementation of the cross-cutting space-based
components of GCOS to continue over the long term, including the continued coordinated
response to the needs identified in the GCOS implementation plan through CEOS. It also
encouraged CEQOS and the Parties that support space agencies involved in global observations
to continue and if possible accelerate development of methodologies, and validation and inter-
comparison of satellite-based applications for the terrestrial domain. The SBSTA invited
CEOQS to report at its thirty-third session on progress made in its efforts to meet the relevant
needs of the Convention.

64. The SBSTA invited the participants of the forthcoming World Climate Conference-3,
to be held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 31 August to 4 September 2009, to take note of the
needs of the Convention, in particular with respect to research and systematic observation. It
invited WMO to provide information on the outcome of the conference to inform the work
under the Convention.

65. The SBSTA invited the AWG-LCA to note the importance of research and systematic
observation in underpinning the implementation of the Convention. The SBSTA also invited
the AWG-LCA to note that such research and systematic observation needs to be strengthened,
particularly in developing countries. The SBSTA emphasized that any enhanced action on
adaptation should take into account the need to strengthen adaptation-related research and

1

2

WMO, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme and the International
Council for Science.

FCCC/SBSTA/2009/MISC.8, which supersedes FCCC/SBSTA/2008/MISC.12.
FCCC/SBSTA/2007/16, paragraph 40.

FCCC/SBSTA/2008/MISC.11.
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systematic observation. The AWG-LCA is invited to take into account such needs in its
deliberations.

66. The SBSTA agreed to recommend a draft decision on this matter for adoption by the
CORP at its fifteenth session.*

SBSTA 28, 2008
(FCCC/SBSTA/2008/6)

100. The SBSTA noted with appreciation the information provided, in response to the
invitation by the SBSTA at its twenty-sixth session,? by regional and international climate
change research programmes and organizations (hereinafter referred to as research
programmes and organizations) on developments in research activities relevant to the needs of
the Convention.®

101. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation for the valuable information, in particular on
emerging scientific findings, provided by the representatives of research programmes and
organizations* and the IPCC during the informal discussion on developments in research
activities relevant to the needs of the Convention,> which took place as part of the dialogue
between Parties and research programmes and organizations in the context of decision
9/CP.11.

102. The SBSTA emphasized the usefulness of continuing and further enhancing this
dialogue, including through broadening the participation of relevant regional research
organizations. To this end, the SBSTA requested the secretariat to prepare, prior to SBSTA
30, a list of international and regional programmes and organizations active in areas of research
relevant to climate change, and to post this list on the UNFCCC website.

103. The SBSTA agreed that meetings under this dialogue during future sessions of the
SBSTA should allow further in-depth consideration to be given to developments in the
activities outlined in document FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, paragraph 47 (a—f), and invited the
research programmes and organizations to continue to provide information pertaining to these
activities at the thirtieth and subsequent sessions of the SBSTA. It also requested the
secretariat to inform Parties about the presentations of emerging scientific findings provided
by the research programmes and organizations during sessions of the SBSTA. The SBSTA
noted that these research programmes and organizations could further facilitate the dialogue
through additional informal discussions with Parties and make use of the opportunities
afforded by planned meetings outside the UNFCCC process. The SBSTA invited the research
programmes and organizations to notify the secretariat of any such additional informal
discussions and requested the secretariat to make such notifications available on the UNFCCC
website.

104. The SBSTA recognized the substantial challenges in the areas of research and related
observations emerging from the IPCC AR4, the UNFCCC workshops and expert meetings on
the AR4 and the Nairobi work programme, and the ongoing research dialogue in the context
of decision 9/CP.11. The SBSTA encouraged Parties and the research programmes and
organizations to further strengthen their efforts to address these challenges.

105. The SBSTA stressed the need to enhance research and related institutional capacity, in
particular in developing countries, through individual, bilateral and multilateral actions and/or
through the research programmes and organizations. The SBSTA emphasized the need to

AW N P

FCCC/SBSTA/2009/L.6/Add.1. For the final text see FCCC/SBSTA/2009/3/Add.1.
FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, paragraph 47.

FCCC/SBSTA/2008/MISC.8 and Add.1.

Earth System Science Partnership, World Climate Research Programme, International Geosphere—
Biosphere Programme, International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental
Change, DIVERSITAS, Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research and Asia-Pacific
Network for Global Change Research.

The informal discussion was held on 5 June 2008 and chaired by the Chair of the SBSTA. The agenda,
the presentations by the research programmes and organizations, and the summary by the Chair are
available at: http://unfccc.int/4422.php.
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enhance research activities aimed at supporting adaptation efforts, as identified by the ongoing
work under the Nairobi work programme (see paragraphs 10-74 above).

SBSTA 26, 2007
(FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4)

42.  The SBSTA took note of the views from Parties on how the SBSTA might facilitate a
more effective dialogue between Parties and regional and international climate change
research programmes in the context of decision 9/CP.11 (FCCC/SBSTA/2007/MISC.7). It
expressed its appreciation to the regional and international climate change research
programmes and organizations for their views on this subject (FCCC/SBSTA/2007/MISC.8)
and for the summary reports provided in response to the invitation of the SBSTA
(FCCC/SBSTA/2006/5, para. 41), drawing on the special side event on research needs relating
to the Convention that was held during the twenty-fourth session of the SBSTA
(FCCC/SBSTA/2006/MISC.15) and on the synthesis report on research needs and priorities,
which includes views by Parties on this matter (FCCC/SBSTA/2006/INF.2).

43.  The SBSTA welcomed the exchange of views among Parties, the representatives of
regional and international climate change research programmes and organizations® and the
IPCC during the informal meeting held on 8 May 2007 in Bonn, Germany, on how the SBSTA
might facilitate a more effective dialogue between Parties and regional and international
climate change research programmes and organizations (hereinafter referred to as research
programmes and organizations) in the context of decision 9/CP.11. The SBSTA re-emphasized
that the IPCC remains the primary provider of scientific, technical and socio-economic
information to the Convention through its full range of reports.

44,  The SBSTA agreed to develop and maintain the dialogue between Parties and research
programmes and organizations, in the context of decision 9/CP.11. The SBSTA would
welcome the continued participation by the Earth System Science Partnership and its member
programmes, and by regional climate change research programmes and organizations in this
dialogue.

45.  The SBSTA further agreed that its role in this context should be facilitative and not
prescriptive. In this regard, the SBSTA acknowledged the independence of research
programmes and organizations in setting their research priorities. It also agreed that various
approaches, within and outside the UNFCCC process (e.g. informal events, workshops, side
events), could be used to ensure the effectiveness and flexibility of this dialogue.

46. The SBSTA noted the importance of this dialogue also to identify research gaps and
research capacity constraints in developing countries and to consider possible opportunities to
address these gaps and capacity constraints in order to enable developing countries to play a
more active role in regional and international climate change research.

47.  The SBSTA invited relevant research programmes and organizations to regularly
inform the SBSTA of developments in research activities relevant to the needs of the
Convention, including:

(@  Emerging scientific findings;

(b)  Research planning activities, including those undertaken in response to key
uncertainties and research needs identified by the IPCC or raised by Parties;

(c)  Research priorities, and gaps in the implementation of these priorities;
(d)  Research capacity-building activities, particularly in developing countries;
()  Regional climate change research networks;

(f Relevant communication issues.

Earth System Science Partnership, World Climate Research Programme, International Geosphere—
Biosphere Programme, International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental
Change, START (Global Change System for Analysis, Research and Training), Inter-American
Institute for Global Change Research and Asia—Pacific Network for Global Change Research.
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The SBSTA requested the secretariat to invite these research programmes and organizations
to consider these issues in an informal discussion at the twenty-eighth session of the SBSTA
(June 2008).

48. The SBSTA again urged Parties to further strengthen the activities of research
programmes and organizations, and encouraged Parties to consider the research priorities as
identified by research programmes and organizations in developing their national programmes.

49.  The SBSTA noted the importance of research activities that contribute to the work of
the Convention, including activities undertaken as part of the Nairobi work programme, such
as the in-session workshop on climate modelling, scenarios and downscaling to be held at the
twenty-eighth session of the SBSTA.

50. The SBSTA welcomed the oral statement delivered on behalf of the GTOS secretariat
and the progress reports by the GTOS secretariat on the development of a framework for the
preparation of guidance materials, standards and reporting guidelines for terrestrial observing
systems for climate, and on the assessment of the status of development of standards for each
of the essential climate variables in the terrestrial domain (FCCC/SBSTA/2007/MISC.6). The
SBSTA agreed to consider these reports, as well as any updates received by the GTOS
secretariat, at its twenty-seventh session when it considers issues relating to systematic
observation.t

SBSTA 24, 2006
(FCCC/SBSTA/2006/5)

38.  The SBSTA took note of document FCCC/SBSTA/2006/MISC.3 and Add.1 containing
views from Parties on identified research needs and priorities relating to the Convention,
including information relating to the enhancement of the capacity of developing countries to
contribute to and participate in climate change research. It also took note of document
FCCC/SBSTA/2006/INF.2 containing a synthesis on research needs and priorities relating to
the Convention identified in the above-mentioned document, in documents
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/INF.17 and FCCC/SBSTA/2005/3, in national communications, and in
the Third Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

39. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation to the regional and international climate change
research programmes for the information provided during the special side event on research
needs relating to the Convention held during its twenty-fourth session.

40. The SBSTA noted the information provided? by these programmes on their current
activities to address the research needs of the Convention, including ongoing efforts to enhance
the capacity and participation of developing countries in climate change research.

41. In this regard, and as reflected in decision 9/CP.11, the SBSTA invited these
programmes to provide, together or separately, to the SBSTA, before its twenty-fifth session
(November 2006), a short summary report or reports drawing on the above-mentioned special
side event, including identification of any gaps in their research programmes with respect to
the research needs of the Convention, as viewed by Parties, for example in document
FCCC/SBSTA/2006/INF.2, and considering options for addressing these needs.

42.  Recognizing the important role that regional networks can play, and are playing, in the
Americas and the Asia—Pacific in strengthening engagement of developing countries in climate
change research, the SBSTA noted with appreciation the ongoing efforts to establish a regional
climate change research network for Africa, and encouraged Parties to support and further
develop these regional networks.

43. The SBSTA recognized the importance of improving the quality, availability and
exchange of data from systematic observation and their integration into data sets appropriate

In line with the recommendations by the Subsidiary Body for Implementation at its twenty-fourth
session (FCCC/SBI/2006/11, para. 109 (a)), the topics under the research and systematic observation
item are differentiated and considered by the SBSTA on an alternating basis.

The presentations provided by the regional and international research programmes can be found on the
UNFCCC website at:
http://unfccc.int/methods_and_science/research_and_systematic_observation/items/3461.php.
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for research activities. The SBSTA recalled the need for all Parties to continue supporting and
strengthening systematic observation.

44. The SBSTA noted the continued need to improve communication of scientific
information on climate change to policymakers and the general public.

45. The SBSTA also noted the need for enhancing two-way communication and
cooperation between the Parties and regional and international research programmes to meet
the research needs of the Convention.

46. The SBSTA agreed to explore how it might facilitate a more effective dialogue between
Parties and the regional and international climate change research programmes, in the context
of decision 9/CP.11. The SBSTA invited Parties and these programmes to submit to the
secretariat, by 23 February 2007, their views on this subject, for consideration by the SBSTA
at its twenty-sixth session (May 2007). To further facilitate the development of the dialogue,
the SBSTA asked the secretariat to organize a meeting for an informal discussion among
Parties at the twenty-sixth session of the SBSTA and to invite the representatives of these
programmes and the IPCC to participate. The SBSTA noted that consideration should be
given, inter alia, to holding a workshop by or during the twenty-eighth session of the SBSTA
(June 2008) to facilitate an in-depth exchange of views on the research needs of the
Convention.

SBSTA 22, 2005
(FCCC/SBSTA/2005/4)

74. The SBSTA took note of documents FCCC/SBSTA/2004/MISC.14 and
FCCC/SBSTA/2005/MISC.1 containing views on issues from the research event at the
twentieth session of the SBSTA, and document FCCC/SBSTA/2005/3 containing a synthesis
of these views.

75.  The SBSTA welcomed efforts of the national, regional and international global change
research programmes to further promote and coordinate research in response to the needs of
the Convention, and invited them to provide periodic updates on their scientific activities. In
this respect, the SBSTA also welcomed the establishment of the Earth System Science
Partnership by the International Geosphere—Biosphere Programme, the International Human
Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change, the World Climate Research
Programme and DIVERSITAS, and the efforts of these programmes and of regional
institutions and networks including, but not limited to, the Asia—Pacific Network for Global
Change Research and the Inter American Institute for Global Change Research.

76.  The SBSTA also welcomed the endorsement of the 10-year Implementation Plan at the
third Earth Observation Summit in February 2005 which established the Global Earth
Observation System of Systems as an important development in systematic observation to
contribute to the enhancement of climate change research, as well as the continuing
contribution of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) to this process.

77.  The SBSTA invited Parties to submit to the secretariat, by 15 January 2006, information
on identified research needs and priorities relating to the Convention, including information
relating to the enhancement of the capacity of developing countries to contribute to and
participate in climate change research.

78.  The SBSTA requested the secretariat to prepare a synthesis report of the research needs
and priorities relating to the Convention, identified in documents FCCC/SBSTA/2002/INF.17
and FCCC/SBSTA/2005/3, in submissions by Parties referred to in paragraph 77 above, in
national communications, and in the Third Assessment Report of the IPCC and to make this
synthesis report available to Parties and to relevant regional and international climate change
research programmes before the twenty-fourth session of the SBSTA (May 2006).

79.  The SBSTA agreed to consider the synthesis report referred to in paragraph 78 above
at its twenty-fourth session.

80. The SBSTA requested the secretariat to organize a special side event during its twenty-
fourth session with the objective of enhancing communication between climate change
research organizations and the SBSTA. It requested the secretariat to invite Parties and relevant
climate change research programmes and institutions to the special side event to inform
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participants on their activities relating to addressing the research needs of the Convention,
including activities to enhance the participation of developing countries in climate change
research.

81.  The SBSTA stressed the need to continue to work towards enhancing the research
capacity of developing countries and hence their contribution to national, regional and
international climate change research efforts. The SBSTA welcomed activities by
governments, including those undertaken on a bilateral basis, and by organizations, aimed at
enhancing the contributions by experts from developing countries to international climate
change research, and called for furthering such efforts.

82.  The SBSTA noted that improved scientific understanding of climate change can inform
the development of technologies for mitigation and adaptation being addressed by the SBSTA
as part of its consideration of matters relating to technology development and transfer and
elsewhere under the Convention.

83.  The SBSTA decided to recommend a draft decision® on research needs relating to the
Convention for adoption by the COP at its eleventh session (December 2005).

SBSTA 20, 2004

(FCCC/SBSTA/2004/6)

96. The SBSTA recognized with appreciation the progress made by the Global Climate
Observing System (GCOS) secretariat, under the guidance of the GCOS steering committee,
in the development of the 5- to 10-year implementation plan for the integrated global observing
systems for climate,? in particular the publication of the draft implementation plan for open
review.® It urged the GCOS secretariat, in finalizing this plan, to clearly identify priorities for
actions, taking into account the views expressed by Parties and relevant international
programmes and bodies.

97.  The SBSTA noted the progress made by the ad hoc Group on Earth Observations
(GEO) to develop a 10-year implementation plan for a global Earth observation system of
systems (GEOSS). It welcomed the collaboration between GCOS and GEO in developing
their respective implementation plans and urged both bodies to integrate them to the extent
possible. The SBSTA emphasized the need to treat global climate monitoring as a priority
within GEOSS.

98. The SBSTA welcomed the progress made in the regional workshop programme run by
the GCOS secretariat. It encouraged Parties to continue to pursue the implementation of
elements of the regional action plans developed under this programme.

99. The SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat to report on progress made in implementing
the regional action plans in relation to global observing systems for climate, including support
from the financial mechanism of the Convention and other bilateral and multilateral agencies
and mechanisms, for consideration by the SBSTA at its twenty-first session and subsequent
sessions as appropriate.

100. The SBSTA noted the ongoing development of the GCOS Cooperation Mechanism to
address priority needs for improvements in global observing systems for climate in developing
countries, in particular the plans to develop an inventory of donor activities relating to global
observing systems for climate.

101. The SBSTA noted the preliminary report on data exchange problems provided by the
GCOS secretariat.* Reinforcing its conclusions at its eighteenth session, the SBSTA invited

FCCC/SBSTA/2005/L.6/Add.1. For the final text see FCCC/SBSTA/2005/4/Add.1, pages 32—33.
See decision 11/CP.9.

The draft Implementation Plan for the Global Observing Systems for Climate is available
from the web site of the GCOS secretariat at http://www.wmo.ch/web/gcos/gcoshome.html.
The preliminary summary report Analysis of Data Exchange Problems in Global Atmospheric and
Hydrological Networks is available from the web site of the GCOS secretariat at
http://www.wmo.ch/web/gcos/gcoshome.html.
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the GCOS secretariat, in consultation with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO),
to provide the full report on this issue for consideration by the SBSTA at its twenty-second
session. The SBSTA particularly encouraged the inclusion of options to remedy existing data
exchange problems and advice on problems associated with the accessibility of data by and
from global data centres.

102. The SBSTA welcomed the exchange of views among representatives of government
research programmes and international programmes and bodies during the event requested by
the SBSTA,* and held at the twentieth session of the SBSTA, on research in response to the
recommendations of the Third Assessment Report of the IPCC. The following were noted as
requiring further consideration:

(@  The need to assess the adequacy of research activities and their international
coordination to meet the needs of the Convention

(b)  The importance of social as well as natural sciences, and the interaction between
the two, in responding to the research needs arising from the assessment reports of the IPCC

(c)  The enhancement of the capacity of developing countries to contribute to and
participate in global climate change research efforts, such as those coordinated by the World
Climate Research Programme (WCRP), the International Geosphere—Biosphere Programme
(IGBP), the International Human Dimensions Programme (IHDP) and DIVERSITAS.

103. The SBSTA requested Parties to submit to the secretariat, by 15 September 2004, their
views on how to adequately address the main issues arising from the event requested by the
SBSTA,? in particular those mentioned in paragraph 102 above, for consideration by the
SBSTA at its twenty-first session. The SBSTA requested Parties to submit to the secretariat
additional views on this subject by 24 January 2005 for consideration by the SBSTA at its
twenty-second session. It requested the secretariat to compile both sets of submissions into
miscellaneous documents and to prepare a synthesis of all the views of Parties for
consideration by the SBSTA at its twenty-second session.

SBSTA 18, 2003
(FCCC/SBSTA/2003/10)

39. At its 5" meeting, on 12 June, having considered a proposal by the Chair, the SBSTA
adopted the following conclusions:?

(@  The SBSTA welcomed the second adequacy report prepared under the guidance
of the GCOS steering committee, and acknowledged the work of those involved in its
preparation;

(b)  The SBSTA took note of document FCCC/SBSTA/2003/9 and welcomed the
oral report of the Chair of the SBSTA on the exchange of views and the presentations given at
the pre-sessional consultations organized by the secretariat;

(c)  The SBSTA noted that the second adequacy report provides an opportunity to
build momentum among governments to improve the global observing systems for climate,
but that work remains to be done to identify priorities for actions, to remedy deficiencies within
the domain-based networks, and to estimate the cost implications. It noted that approaches to
establishing these priorities should involve a wide range of user communities, and that the
GCOS provides the global-scale context for regional and national activities;

(d)  The SBSTA noted that the GCOS steering committee report* to the SBSTA at
its eighteenth session identified four overarching and equally high-priority recommendations
relating to observing standards and data exchange, integrated global climate-quality products,

N O N

See document FCCC/SBSTA/2003/15, paragraph 40 (c).

See document FCCC/SBSTA/2003/15, paragraph 40 (c).

Adopted as FCCC/SBSTA/2003/L.4.

Report to SBSTA 18 from the GCOS steering committee regarding the Second Report on the Adequacy
of the Global Observing Systems for Climate, available at
http://www.wmao.ch/web/gcos/gcoshome.html.
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capacity-building and systems improvements, and the issue of reporting by Parties, and agreed
to consider these recommendations in its further work;

() The SBSTA noted that there have been improvements and progress in
implementing global observing systems for climate, especially in the use of satellite
information and in the provision of some ocean observations. Many components of the global
terrestrial networks are, however, still not fully implemented, the global ocean networks lack
full coverage and commitment to sustained operation, and the global atmospheric networks
are not operating with the required global coverage and quality;

(j)] The SBSTA noted that the generation and exchange of high-quality data and
products are essential to meeting the needs of the Convention. It urged Parties to address, as
a high priority, the following two types of problem that affect the availability of data, as
identified in the second adequacy report:

1. Many data are not being collected or, if collected at the national level, are not
being received by global data centres;

2. Valuable historical data sets exist, but have not been digitized and quality-
controlled;

(g)  To better understand the barriers to improving the receipt, at global data centres,
of data from atmospheric and hydrological networks, the SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat
to prepare, in consultation with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), an analysis
of specific problems and of options to remedy them, for consideration by the SBSTA at its
twentieth session. The SBSTA further invited the GCOS secretariat to comment, in its report,
on the accessibility of data from global data centres;

(h)  The SBSTA also noted that the global observing systems for climate are not
designed to meet all of the needs of the community concerned with climate change impacts.
To address this and related issues, future planning activities by Parties and intergovernmental
organizations should examine the potential to enhance links with, or establish, specialized
networks in regions vulnerable to climate change;

1. The SBSTA requested Parties to submit to the secretariat, by 15 September
2003, views on the priorities for actions arising from the second adequacy report, with
particular reference to the above-mentioned GCOS steering committee report to the
SBSTA at its eighteenth session, as a further step towards the development by the
GCOS secretariat of an implementation plan for integrated global observations for
climate, and requested the secretariat to compile these submissions. The SBSTA also
requested the GCOS secretariat to prepare a synthesis of these submissions and to
forward this synthesis to the secretariat for consideration by the SBSTA at its nineteenth
session;

2. The SBSTA agreed to consider, at its nineteenth session, a draft decision,* with
the aim of forwarding it for adoption by the COP at its ninth session;

3. The SBSTA recalled its conclusions at its seventeenth session
(FCCC/SBSTA/2002/13, para. 45 (g) (iii)) to invite views from the scientific
community on activities relating to the research priorities identified in documents
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/INF.17 and FCCC/SBSTA/2002/MISC.15 and Add.l. It
requested the secretariat to contact relevant organizations and invite them to provide
the requested information to the SBSTA at its nineteenth session.?

SBSTA 19, 2003
(FCCC/SBSTA/2003/15)

40. At its 5" meeting, on 9 December, having considered a proposal by the Chair, the
SBSTA adopted the following conclusions:?

1 Adopted as FCCC/SBSTA/2003/L.4/Add.1 as amended orally at the 51" meeting. For final text see
FCCC/SBSTA/2003/10/Add.1.

2 During the closing plenary, upon a request by the Chair, this paragraph, which was forwarded by the
contact group under agenda item 3, was included in the conclusions of this item.

3 Adopted as FCCC/SBSTA/2003/L.17.
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(@  The SBSTA took note of document FCCC/SBSTA/2003/MISC.10 and Add.1,
containing submissions from Parties on priorities for actions arising from The Second Report
on the Adequacy of the Global Observing Systems for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC
(second adequacy report)! and the related GCOS steering committee report? to the SBSTA at
its eighteenth session;

(b)  The SBSTA also took note of the synthesis of the above-mentioned submissions
prepared by the GCOS secretariat and contained in document FCCC/SBSTA/2003/MISC.12;

(c)  The SBSTA requested the secretariat to organize, at the twentieth session of the
SBSTA, aside event, similar to that held at the seventeenth session of the SBSTA, on ongoing
and planned research initiatives to address the research recommendations of the Third
Assessment Report (TAR) of the IPCC. It requested the secretariat to invite active
participation of representatives of the IPCC and international research programmes and bodies,
such as the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), the International Geosphere—
Biosphere Programme (IGBP) and the International Human Dimensions Programme (IHDP);

(d)  Recalling the conclusions of its seventeenth session, the SBSTA invited the
Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI), in considering funding options, including its
guidance to the financial mechanism of the Convention, to give appropriate consideration to
addressing the priority needs identified in the regional action plans in relation to global
observing systems for climate;

() The SBSTA recommended a draft decision on this subject
(FCCC/SBSTA/2003/L.17/Add.1) for adoption by the COP at its ninth session.?

SBSTA 17. 2002
(FCCC/SBSTA/2002/13)

45. At its 6™ meeting, on 29 October, having considered a proposal by the Chair, the
SBSTA adopted the following conclusions:

(@ The SBSTA took note of the information provided in document
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/INF.17 and of submissions from Parties contained in document
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/MISC.15 and Add.1;

(b)  The SBSTA noted the statement made by the Global Climate Observing System
(GCOS) secretariat and the progress being made on activities relating to decision 5/CP.5;

(c)  The SBSTA welcomed the statements made by the representatives of the World
Climate Research Programme, the International Geosphere—Biosphere Programme and the
International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change, and by the
Chair of the IPCC, on the current activities of their organizations. The SBSTA also took note
with appreciation of the presentations made by the representatives of these organizations, the
International Group of Funding Agencies and the IEA, and by IPCC experts, at the special side
event;

(d)  The SBSTA welcomed the exchange of views during the special side event. The
following main issues were recognized as being important in the context of a dialogue among
the IPCC, the international research programmes represented at the meeting, and the SBSTA:

1. The independence of the IPCC and those international research programmes,
and their willingness to respond to the scientific challenges posed by the Convention
and the Third Assessment Report (TAR);

2. The role of the IPCC in conducting regular assessments of climate change
knowledge, and in providing the results of these to the SBSTA;

3. The increased collaboration among international research programmes;

1 Available as report no. GCOS-82 at http://www.wmo.ch/web/gcos/gcoshome.html.

2 Report to SBSTA-18 from the GCOS Steering Committee regarding the Second Report on the Adequacy
of the Global Observing Systems for Climate, available at
http://www.wmao.ch/web/gcos/gcoshome.html.

3 For the text as adopted, see document FCCC/CP/2003/6/Add.1, decision 11/CP.9.
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4, The needs for stronger links between international and regional research
programmes, and to enhance the contribution of developing country scientists to
research efforts;

5. The timeline for new research in the context of the Fourth Assessment Report
of the IPCC, notably the aim to make the report available in 2007;

()  The SBSTA noted that the special side event demonstrated that considerable
research was being undertaken by the international research community to address the research
recommendations of the IPCC TAR. However, the special side event highlighted that a more
coordinated andmultidisciplinary approach was needed to address research on cross-cutting
issues such as therelationship between climate change, sustainable development and equity,
stabilization of atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations, and uncertainty, noting that
Parties have raised other important research issues as reported in document
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/MISC.15 and  Add.l, and synthesized in  document
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/INF.17;

f The SBSTA noted the importance of an integrated international effort on
research and systematic observation and of assessments by the IPCC to provide information
for the ongoing work of the Convention. The SBSTA agreed on the need to engage developing
country scientists more actively in climate change research efforts. The SBSTA noted, and
decided to consider at future sessions, the need to support endogenous capacity-building for
research and systematic observation in developing countries. It invited the SBI to take note of,
and consider at future sessions, such needs, particularly in the context of decision 2/CP.7;

() The SBSTA decided to regularly consider issues related to research on climate
change at its future sessions in order:

1. To inform Parties about on-going and planned activities of the international and
intergovernmental research programmes through periodic briefings;

2. To provide a forum for consideration of research needs and priorities and ways
and means for addressing them;

3. To communicate these research needs and priorities to the scientific community.
As a first step, the SBSTA requested the secretariat to forward documents
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/INF.17, and FCCC/SBSTA/2002/MISC.15 and Add.1 to the
international, intergovernmental and regional research programmes and the IPCC for
their information and consideration, and to invite their views;

(h)  The SBSTA welcomed the first compilation and synthesis of the national reports
on global observing systems for climate from Annex | Parties, provided in document
FCCC/SBSTA/2002/INF.15. It encouraged Parties which have not done so to submit their
national reports as soon as possible;

(i) The SBSTA requested the secretariat to organize intersessional consultations,
immediately before SBSTA 18, on the second report on the adequacy of the global climate
observingsystems under preparation by the GCOS secretariat. These consultations should
facilitate the exchange of views on the use of this report, together with the national reports, for
identifying gaps and priorities foractions to improve global observing systems for climate. It
also requested the secretariat to report on the results of the consultations at its eighteenth
session. The SBSTA recalled its conclusions at its fifteenthsession to have substantive
consideration of the adequacy report at the ninth session of the COP;

()] The SBSTA noted that regional workshops organized by the GCOS secretariat
on the implementation of decision 5/CP.5 are leading to specific proposals to address the
deficiencies in globalobserving systems for climate in developing countries. It invited the SBI
to take note of the need to fund those aspects of the proposals relating to the global system and
to consider at future sessions possiblefinancial implications of such needs, including in its
guidance to the financial mechanism of theConvention;

(k)  The SBSTA took note of a proposal from Australia for a voluntary GCOS fund
to support high priority needs relating to global observing systems for climate. It noted that
many of these needs are in developing countries. The SBSTA encouraged the GCOS steering
committee to explore this proposal at its future sessions.
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SBSTA 14, 2001
(FCCC/SBSTA/2001/2)

Cooperation with scientific organizations

(i) The SBSTA took note of the completion of the IPCC Third Assessment Report
(TAR) and commended the IPCC on the high quality of its scientific work. It also expressed
its appreciation for the special presentations on the findings of the TAR made during the
resumed sixth session of the COP. It requested the secretariat to put the TAR and the IPCC
synthesis report on the agenda of the fifteenth session of the SBSTA,;

()] The SBSTA took note of the report made by the Director of the Global Climate
Observing System (GCOS) Secretariat, on behalf of the agencies participating in the Climate
Agenda, on activities relating to decision 5/CP.5.1 It noted that support is needed for GCOS
workshops that are planned for the Caribbean and Central America and Asia regions in 2002.
The SBSTA took note of the prospectus provided by the GCOS secretariat on a second
assessment of the adequacy of the global climate observing system;

SBSTA 12, 2000
(FCCC/SBSTA/2000/5)

59. At its 7th meeting, on 16 June, having considered a proposal by the Chairman, the
SBSTA adopted the following conclusions:

(a)  The SBSTA welcomed the statement made by the Chairman of the IPCC on the
status of preparation of the Third Assessment Report and key conclusions from the special
report on emission scenarios. It noted the progress made in the preparation of the Third
Assessment Report, and expressed appreciation to the IPCC for organizing a number of
informative side events and presentations of special reports, as well as for its valuable
contribution to the official SBSTA meetings;

(b)  The SBSTA urged Parties and organizations in a position to do so to continue
their financial support to the [IPCC, to enable it to complete the Third Assessment Report in a
timely manner. It also urged Parties to ensure the scientific integrity of the IPCC process;

(¢)  The SBSTA welcomed the report made by the Director of the GCOS secretariat,
on behalf of the agencies participating in the Climate Agenda, on progress in responding to
decision 5/CP.5 and on recent developments in the global observing systems;

(d)  The SBSTA noted the efforts already made by the GCOS secretariat to organize
regional workshops in the South Pacific and Africa to identify priority capacity-building needs
of developing countries related to their participation in systematic observation. The SBSTA
expressed appreciation to those Parties and organizations which provided support to the
workshops;

(¢)  The SBSTA welcomed the information provided by the GCOS secretariat in
response to the invitation contained in decision 5/CP.5, to consider the need for an
intergovernmental process for global observing systems. It noted the recommendation that no
new intergovernmental mechanism is needed at this time, but that the existing
intergovernmental mechanisms, including those available to GCOS and its partners, should be
used more efficiently;

® The SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat to report periodically on its activities
related to decision 5/CP.5, as well as on developments in the global observing systems for
climate at its further sessions. It noted the appeal for additional resources by the GCOS
secretariat. The SBSTA urged Parties to contribute financial support to the work of the GCOS
secretariat to enable it to continue its activities, in response to decision 5/CP.5;

L For the full text of the decision adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its fifth session see
document FCCC/CP/1999/6/Add.1.
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(g) The SBSTA welcomed the cooperation between the secretariat and United
Nations bodies and other conventions. It noted with appreciation the reports by representatives
of the WHO, the Ramsar Convention, and the UNDP;

(h)  The SBSTA requested the secretariat to continue to explore areas of cooperation
on substantive matters with these and other United Nations agencies and conventions, and to
inform it at subsequent sessions of progress achieved.
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