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Least Developed Countries (LDCs) Snapshot
• 44 countries and home to 1.1 bill ion people
• Despite special needs and circumstances, LDCs have 

submitted ambitious NDCs, with many volunteering 
information for comprehensive 1.5°C aligned plans.

NDC 3.0 : 
• 24 LDCs submitted 

NDC 3.0 with majority 
remaining planning to 
submit this year

• 27 LDCs have 
submitted NAPs 

• 15 BTRs; 8 LT-LEDs
• Many LDCs are now 

preparing NDC 
implementation plans



LDCs NDCs 3.0: Key Highlights

8
Submitted
economy-

wide 
targets

20
LDCs 

submitted a
2035 target

7
Enhanced 

2030 
mitigation 

target

20
Improved 

adaptation
component

19
Enhanced

information 
for clarity, 

transparency, 
understanding



Integrating GST outcomes

• All 24 NDCs reference GST1 outcome, 
but the level of information varies:
o References to GST1 outcome, 
o Aligning of targets with GST1 signals, 
o Specific information on how GST1 informed 

NDC process

• 17 countries provided quantitative 
information on costing NDC targets
o Many plan to complete costing after NDC 

submission 
o Costing focused on mitigation targets; only 

a few include adaptation costing, reflecting 
methodological challenges

o Capacity constraint cited as challenge to 
comprehensive NDC costing Example: Nepal NDC 3.0 Technical report – download  

with detailed explanation on GST1 outcome to NDC 3.0

https://giwmscdntwo.gov.np/media/pdf_upload/GoN_MoFE_NDC%203.0%20Technical%20Report_2026_web_jxmcfzi.pdf


Survey of LDCs: Approach to reflecting GST1 in NDCs  
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% of respondents providing 
information on the following in their 

new NDCs
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Tripling renewable energy capacity globally and doubling the
global average annual rate of energy efficiency improvements

by 2030

Accelerating zero- and low-emission technologies, including,
inter alia, renewables, nuclear, abatement and removal
technologies such as carbon capture and utilization and…

Transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy systems, in a
just, orderly and equitable manner, accelerating action in this
critical decade, so as to achieve net zero by 2050 in keeping…

Achieving progress in implementing NAPs, policies and
strategies and, as a result, have reduced the social and

economic impacts of the key climate hazards identified by…

Phasing out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that do not
address energy poverty or just transitions, as soon as

possible;

Achieving progress in implementing national adaptation plan,
policies and strategies and, as a result, have reduced the
social and economic impacts of the key climate hazards…

Conducting up-to-date assessments of climate hazards,
climate change impacts and exposure to risks and

vulnerabilities and have used the outcomes of these…

Establishing multi-hazard early warning systems, climate
information services for risk reduction and systematic
observation to support improved climate-related data,…

Designed, establishing and operationalizing a system for
monitoring, evaluation and learning for their national

adaptation efforts and have built the required institutional…

% of respondents providing information on 
specific GST targets 

Note: Information compiled from LDC survey responses.



Survey contd.: Barriers in NDC preparation & 
implementation 

Key challenges in implementing NDCs: 
• Finance is overwhelmingly the biggest obstacle: Almost 

every response mentions insufficient climate finance, 
especially lack of support for conditional targets.

• Capacity challenges: Limited capability to track and report 
targets; coordination challenges; lack of technical expertise
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Looking forward: Implementation must 
match LDC ambition

• Despite significant constraints, LDCs have made efforts to translate 
the outcomes of GST1 into NDCs, and contribute to the global effort 
to keep 1.5°C within reach.

• Many LDCs face capacity and resource constraints in: 

o Data, modelling, scenario development, and assessments

o Developing mitigation pathways, associated co-benefits, and 
pathways linked to development scenarios

o Costing NDC targets and translating them into bankable projects

o Resources for assessing, and quantifying loss and damage

o Climate rational for adaptation projects, NAP implementation

LDCs ready to lead by actions, actively engage on reporting, and will 
require simplified and equitable access to resources. Photo: 

Dhampus Village with Machhapuchhre mountain, Nepal
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