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Ms. Junko Ota is a policy researcher of Institute for Global Environment Strategies (IGES), a 
public think tank of Japanese government. Stationed in a satellite in Kitakyushu City, her 
specialization includes city-to-city collaboration among cities in Japan and developing countries 
for low-carbon society as well as localization of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
acting as the Vice-Chair of the SDGs Council of Kitakyushu City.  
 
She has been engaged in UNFCCC meetings mainly on finance topics as a Japanese delegation 
since 2006, once stationed in Japanese Embassy in Germany as a liaison to UNFCCC. She also 
worked as a JICA’s technical assistant in Indonesia for development of the Indonesia’s National 
Action Plan for Adaptation during 2012-2014.  
 
Born in Tokyo, but graduated from the University of Hawaii and graduate school of Rutgers, 
New Jersey (MA) in US with a thesis on “Kyoto Protocol: Struggle to reconcile equity and 
efficiency through the involvement of developing countries”. 
 

 


