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WHAT IS ACE?

EDUCATION

TRAINING

PUBLIC ACCESS TO 

INFORMATION

PUBLIC AWARENESS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

INTERNATIONAL 

COOPERATION

Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE): 

➢ Refers to efforts related to implementing Article 6 of the Convention and 

Article 12 of the Paris Agreement.

➢ Plays a key role in promoting the changes in systems, attitudes and behaviours needed 

to foster sustainable development and manage the impacts of climate change.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
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COP26 (2021)

Presidency Youth Climate 
Champion 

COP27 (2022)

Decisions

Find more information here, here and here 

New 10-year Glasgow 
work programme on ACE 

adopted
(2021 – 2031)

COP28 (2023)

New 4-year ACE Action 
Plan adopted
(2022 – 2026)

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2021_12_add2_adv.pdf#page=17
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2022_10a02_adv.pdf#page=44
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2023_11a02E.pdf


Overview of ACE at COP 29
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Negotiations under the 
Subsidiary Body for 

Implementation Agenda Item 
18: Matters relating to Action for 

Climate Empowerment 

In-session events

Side events 

Networking events 

Information sessions



Negotiations



▪ Outcome SB60

▪ During SB 61

Agenda item 18: Matters relating to Action for Climate Empowerment 

(https://unfccc.int/event/sbi-61?item=18 ).

▪ Annual summary report by the secretariat that summarizes the progress of Parties, the secretariat 

and other stakeholders in implementing activities under the Glasgow work programme between 

September 2023 – August 2024

(https://unfccc.int/documents/640946 ).

Reference Documents for Negotiations

https://unfccc.int/event/sbi-61?item=18
https://unfccc.int/documents/640946


2024 Annual Summary Report

[FCCC/SBI/2024/20] Progress in implementing activities under 

the Glasgow work programme on Action for Climate Empowerment

Published: 4 October 2024

Summary: This third annual summary report under the 10-year Glasgow 

work programme on Action for Climate Empowerment summarizes the 

progress of Parties, the secretariat and other stakeholders in 

implementing activities under the Glasgow work programme and its 

action plan between September 2023 and August 2024.

※ Access the report here: https://unfccc.int/documents/640946
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https://unfccc.int/documents/640946


ACE Event at COP 28

➢ In-session event to promote coherence 

and strengthen coordination of ACE 

work within and outside the UNFCCC 

process

➢ Titled “Empowering a fair, inclusive and 

just transition” focusing on the role of 

ACE toolbox in delivering a just transition

➢ Further information available here

ACE Dialogue at SBI 60

➢ The 2024 ACE Dialogue focused on the priority area of tools and 

support, informed by Party and non-Party stakeholder submissions

➢ Integrating an expert-run session on how to write strong project 

proposals to support ACE implementation (activity C.3)

➢ ACE Gallery showcased 42 posters from Parties, constituted bodies, 

civil society organizations, academia and youth organizations (activity 

B.1, B.2 and C.2)

➢ Recordings and presentations available here

CHAPTER II. Mandated Events
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https://unfccc.int/event/ace-in-session-event-empowering-a-fair-inclusive-and-just-transition
https://unfccc.int/event/in-session-action-for-climate-empowerment-ace-dialogue_2024


CHAPTER III. MER Practices and Resources (annex III)
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Indicator/metric/
scoreboard

Survey/mapping/
inventory/platform

Submissions from Parties and 
non-Party stakeholders

Case study

International

Subnational

National



CHAPTER IV. Child Education and Empowerment (annex IV)
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• The annex details guidelines and good practices with respect to child 

education on and empowerment in climate action, which are non-

exhaustive and intended to provide information to governments and other 

stakeholders to assist them in educating and empowering children to be 

part of and lead climate action.

Education

Public awareness

Training Public access 
to information

Public 
participation

EDUCAITON EMPOWERMENT

International cooperation

Gender equality Persons with disabilities



CHAPTER V. National ACE Focal Points

ACE FPs Academy 
(activity C.1)

Informal Networking Meeting (activity B.2)

• [Nov ’23] Networking with the UN Alliance on ACE

• [Apr ’24] Discussion with YOUNGO and update on the 

planning for SB 60 activities 

• [Aug ’24] Examples of ACE projects in different regions and 

discussion on mobilizing funding and resources for ACE

11

142 out of 198 
Parties have 

ACE focal points

26 newly appointed

4 ACE focal points (or 

their representatives)

participated in events 

at SB 60 with support 

from UNFCCC (ACE Hub) 

(activity C.3)

Network of ACE FPs

Partnerships and collaboration

Needs assessments

Regional Workshops 
(activity C.1)

Showcased good practices for 

using ACE to foster systems 

transformation and 

discussed ways to further 

mainstream ACE in delivering 

climate policies and actionChildren & youth engagement



CHAPTER VI. Parties

NDC Synthesis Report

• In the new or updated NDCs Parties 

generally communicated more clearly, 

and in more detail, than previously on 

general principles, past achievements, 

future commitments, and needs and 

gaps in relation to ACE. 

• More Parties explicitly referred to ACE 

as a necessary means of mobilizing 

and empowering society to deliver the 

mitigation and adaptation objectives 

outlined in their NDCs.

Australia Ecuador

EU and its 
Member States

United States 
of America

Panama

Sudan*
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Submissions

→ The 2024 NDC Synthesis Report will be published

in October for consideration at CMA 6 

Good Practice Compendium

• In response to activity A.2, the 

secretariat prepared a compendium of 

good practices for integrating ACE 

elements into NDCs, showcasing 

examples of ACE activities and 

measures included in NDCs and ways of 

strengthening the role of ACE in 

developing and implementing new or 

updated NDCs following the conclusion 

of the first GST.

• Available here.

* Will be included in the 2025 annual report.

https://unfccc.int/documents/640944


CHAPTER VII. UNFCCC Constituted Bodies

※ AC=Adaptation Committee; CTCN AB=Advisory Board of the Climate Technology Centre and Network; CGE=Consultative Group of Experts; ExCom=Executive Committee of the 
Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage associated with Climate Change Impacts; FWG=Facilitative Working Group of the Local Communities and Indigenous 
Peoples Platform; KCI=Katowice Committee of Experts on the Impacts of the Implementation of Response Measures; LEG=Least Developed Countries Expert Group; PAICC=Paris 
Agreement Implementation and Compliance Committee; PCCB=Paris Committee on Capacity-building; SCF=Standing Committee on Finance; SB=Article 6.4 Supervisory Body; 
TEC=Technology Executive Committee. 

AC FWGExComCGECTCN AB

LEG SBSCFPCCBPAICC

SCF, for its 2023 Forum on financing 

just transitions, took into account the 

subtopics suggested by observers, 

which included defining the roles of 

non-Party stakeholders and facilitating 

transitions that will be just and 

inclusive for impacted stakeholders.

AC designed an online survey to 

identify its current and potential target 

audience with a view to continuously 

improving its communication efforts. 

The survey was accompanied by an 

extensive outreach campaign and was 

available in six UN languages.

PAICC heard a presentation on ACE

made by the secretariat and discussed 

ways to enhance the participation of 

observers in its work. The e-learning 

course developed by the secretariat 

aimed to raise awareness of the work 

of the Committee.
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All constituted 

bodies reported on 

ACE and its elements

KCI

TEC



CHAPTER VIII – IX. UN and other Stakeholders 

UNESCO

• Greening Education Hub 

and Declaration at COP 28

• Launched Greening 

Curriculum Guidance and 

Green School Quality 

Standard

UNITAR

• Direct support to 

countries

• UN CC:Learn

• Regional Declaration on 

Climate Change Education 

in West Africa at COP28

Care About Climate

FAO

Monitoring and Evaluating 
Climate Communication and 

Education Project

UNESCAP

Government of Quebec

First Lady’s Mazingira
Awards of Kenya

UNDP

• The secretariat prepares an annual summary of its 

collaborative activities, initiatives and programmes with UN 

organizations and international organizations (May 2023 and 

April 2024, available here)

• The UN Alliance on ACE met informally during the reporting 

period to discuss joint activities
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Submissions & Information

https://unfccc.int/documents/638382


CHAPTER X. Awareness-raising and Communication

Newsletters

• 8 newsletters published during the 

reporting period

• Updates on ACE-related events, 

activities and knowledge products

• Subscribe here

Events

• Events at Climate Week NYC and COP 28

targeting business service industry, 

professional development training services 

and young professionals

• Networking reception with Under2 

Coalition at COP 28

• Information sessions for COP 28 and SB 60 

(activity D.3)

LinkedIn Group

• Launched in February ’23

• Online community of professionals, 

practitioners and learners

• Over 2,000 members

• Join here
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https://unfccc.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d4003a912ec201b856f01e34f&id=1a83fe25a9
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12774018/


CHAPTER XI. Youth Engagement and Capacity-Building

ACE Hub

• ACE Hub Youth Event (Jun ‘24) with 47

international and local youth attended capacity-

building, collaboration and networking sessions

COP Presidencies

• Supported the COP 28 Presidency, YOUNGO and 

other youth organizations in organizing the 

Youth-led Climate Forum

• Supported the COP 29 Presidency Youth Climate 

Champion in developing and delivering the 

2024 workplan
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Youth4Capacity

• On the margins of COP 28 and SB 60, secretariat 

and partners organized a series of in-person 

capacity-building events

• ”Becoming…” webinar series

• Climate Catalysts Mentorship Programme with 

UNDP Youth4Climate initiative

Regional Climate Weeks

• Youth affiliated events at the four regional climate 

weeks, bringing together youth organizations for 

intergenerational dialogue and capacity-building, 

advocacy and networking sessions

Regional Collaboration Centres

• RCC Asia and the Pacific engaged under the Youth 

Empowerment in Climate Action Platform

• RCC West and Central Africa organized a webinar 

on child-responsive NAPs and NDCs



Annex 1 & 2. References to Mandates 

17



Questions and Answers



ACE, Children and Youth Events @ COP 29



In-session Events 
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Organised by COP29 Presidency, with the support of the secretariat, in collaboration with the UNFCCC children and youth constituency and other youth organizations

Youth-led Climate Forum (YCF)

YCF Synthesis/Headline Event
Date: 18 November 2024
Venue: Plenary 2
Time: 10:00 – 13:00 

November 13 November 14 November 15

November 15 November 16

New Collective 
Quantified Goal on 
Climate Finance
(NCQG)

YCF thematic focused dialogue sessions

10:00 – 11:00
MR 5

14:00 – 15:00
MR 5

15:00 – 16:00
MR 7

09:00 – 10:00
Special Events 

Room 4 

14:00 – 15:00
MR 7

Advocating for Health 
and Educational 
Equity: The Role of 
Youth and Children in 
Climate Action

Youth Perspectives 
on Sustainable 
Agriculture, Food 
Security and Water 
Resource 
Management

NDC 3.0 

Climate Mobility and 
Loss and Damage



ACE Presidency Event 
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Date: 19 November (TBC)  
Time: 15:00 – 18:00 (TBC)
Venue: TBC

This event responds to the Glasgow work programme on ACE (GWP) adopted at COP26, which
promotes policy coherence and international cooperation by inviting the Presidencies, with the
support of the secretariat, to convene an in-session event to be held at each session of the COP
and CMA, focused on a thematic area relevant to the Convention and the Paris Agreement.

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma3_auv_3b_Glasgow_WP.pdf


Other events organized by ACE Team 
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Agenda to be published on our website

Informal meeting for ACE Focal Points

A space for national ACE Focal Points for peer-to-
peer exchange and strengthening their networks

Date: Tuesday, 19 November
Time: 09:00 – 10:30

Meeting room: Check CCTV

https://unfccc.int/topics/education-and-youth/big-picture/ACE


Other events organized by ACE Team 
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Agenda to be published on our website

Climate Competent Professionals Event

An event focusing on how to accelerate climate 
literacy in influential professions. 

Date: Tuesday, 19 November (TBC) 
Time: TBC

Meeting room: Check CCTV

https://unfccc.int/topics/education-and-youth/big-picture/ACE


Other events organized by ACE Team 
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Details to be published on our website

Launch of ACE Hub 2.0 Reception

A networking reception to celebrate the achievements of 
the ACE Hub and officially launch ACE Hub 2.0 – the next 
phase of the project.

Date: Thursday, 14 November
Time: 18:30 – 20:30
Meeting room: TBC

https://unfccc.int/topics/education-and-youth/big-picture/ACE


Other events organized by ACE Team 
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Agenda to be published on our website

Orientation session for Youth

A space for young delegates (under 35 years old) 

• To receive information from the secretariat and YOUNGO 
about what’s taking place at COP29, how to engage and to be 
able to ask questions

• To network

Date: Monday, 11 November
Time: 13:00 – 14:30 

Meeting room: Special Events Room 5

https://unfccc.int/topics/education-youth/youth/youth-events/orientation-session


Other events organized by the COP29 PYCC 

18More information here

Co-host: UNFPA
Date: 15 November
Venue: tbc
Time: tbc

Venue:

Roundtable on Advancing Progress 
on the Global Framework on Youth, 

Peace and Climate Security

Closing the climate finance gap: 
Investing in climate action for 

children

Co-host: UNICEF
Date: 16 November
Venue: tbc
Time: tbc

Venue:

Summer Camp Follow Up Event

Co-host: GEP
Date: 19 November
Venue: tbc
Time: tbc

Venue:

Meaningful Engagement of Children 
and Youth in the NDC 3.0 Process: An 

Inventory on progress and 
achievements 

Youth Dialogues: Inclusive 
Intergenerational Climate Finance

High level Roundtable on Children, 
Youth and Climate Action

Date: 20 November
Venue: tbc
Time: tbc

Venue:

Co-host: World Bank
Date: 18 November
Venue: World Bank Pavilion
Time: 09:00 – 09:45

Venue:

Co-host: AZ Ministry of Youth and Sports, State 
Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs,  
UNICEF
Date: 18 November
Venue: tbc
Time: tbc:

https://unfccc.int/PYCC


Other events organized by the COP29 PYCC 

18More information here

Date: 11 November
Venue: Check CCTV
Time: 19:00 – 20:00

Venue:

Conversation with youth in Party 
Delegations

Conversation with youth in 
constituencies

Date: 16 November
Venue: Check CCTV
Time: 19:00 – 20:00

Venue:

Conversation with Parties and Observers

This event builds on previous conversations and aims to provide youth in 
constituencies and Party delegations with an opportunity to reflect on the 
progress made in fulfilling the mandate given by Parties at COP28 and to 

discuss opportunities to enhance this role as we move forward 

https://unfccc.int/PYCC


Other Events



ACE Related Side Events
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▪ Strengthening holistic approaches for NDC 3.0 and Paris Agreement implementation

Thursday, 14 Nov 2024, 11:30—13:00 (Room: SE Room 7)

▪ Building the Business Case for Climate Finance at the Subnational Level

Saturday, 16 November 2024, 15:00—16:30 (Room: SE Room 7)

▪ Enhancing and enabling climate solutions with higher education

Monday, 18 November 2024, 15:00—16:30 (Room: SE Room 5)

More about side events here

https://seors.unfccc.int/applications/seors/reports/events_list.html


Children and Youth-Related Side Events
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▪ Youth-led Dialogue: Unlocking Private Finance for Climate Adaptation Towards Achieving 

Article 2.1c         

Saturday, 16 November 2024, 15:00—16:30 (Room: SE Room 6)

▪ Youth-Driven Sustainable Cities: Advancing Just Transformations of Urban Systems

Tuesday, 19 November 2024, 11:30—13:00 (Room: SE Room 8)

▪ Global Goal on Adaptation - necessary data on race, gender and age

Wednesday, 20 November 2024, 11:30—13:00 (Room: SE Room 8)

More about side events here

https://seors.unfccc.int/applications/seors/reports/events_list.html


Blue Zone 

Children and Youth Pavilion 

- Youth- led and children and 
youth-focused events 

- Access full programme for all 
events here  
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Pavilions 

https://www.childrenandyouthpavilion.info/home


Where to get information 

COP 29 Presidency Thematic 
Programme

COP 29 Daily Programme

Mobile App 

COP 29 virtual platform *

CCTV 
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*Participation in the COP 29 virtual platform is reserved for UNFCCC Parties, observer States, admitted observer organizations, UN and media 
representatives registered by their respective focal points in the official registration system (ORS) and those invited to take part in specific meetings.

https://unfccc.int/cop29/daily-programme
https://unfccc.int/about-us/press-and-media/un-climate-change-mobile-app
https://unfccc.int/cop29/virtual


ACE Website 
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For your convenience, these 
and other events will be 

compiled and published on 
our website to act as a one-

stop shop

https://unfccc.int/topics/education-youth/youth/youth-events/orientation-session#SB-60


Questions and Answers



Observers at COP 29



YOUNGO: ACE, Children, and Youth at COP29

● We invite everyone to review our demands in the Global Youth Statement, refer to item number 18.

● We hope to see ACE finance as a central topic which makes progress at COP29 and any ACE 

decisions.

● We invite everyone to the session at the Youth Climate Forum: “ Advocating for Health and Educational 

Equity: The Role of Children and Youth in Climate Action” on 14 November, 14:00 - 15:00, Room MR5. 

● We emphasize the importance of children inclusion at COP29 

(see statement). 



Ninety-minute virtual 

information session onACE 

OCTOBER 2024

womengenderclimate.org



WGC ACE Roadmap for
COP29



Thematic Priorities for Technical Negotiations at COP29

Action for Climate Empowerment negotiations and actions should prioritise:

• Transformative gender responsiveness

• Integration of ACE  and  dedicated People Responsiveness Pillar within the NCQG framework

• Operationalization of the human Rights within the ACE Action Plan



Visit the ACE website: https://bit.ly/3SOCkAC

Subscribe to the ACE Newsletter: https://bit.ly/3unbpSl

Join the ACE LinkedIn Group: https://bit.ly/3SU3K8b

Contact us!

https://bit.ly/3SU3K8b


Thank you 

ace@unfccc.int


