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About the GlobalABC 
 

• With 280 members, including 39 countries, the UNEP-Hosted Global Alliance for 
Buildings and Construction (GlobalABC) is a network of governments, the private 
sector, civil society and intergovernmental and international organizations committed 
to a common vision: A zero-emission, efficient and resilient buildings and construction 
sector.  

• The GlobalABC aims to: 
• Be a global advocate and a catalyst to action: GlobalABC advocates for market 

transformation and focuses on catalysing action by defining a carbon neutrality 
strategy for the built environment. 

• Be a trusted platform to set targets and track progress: GlobalABC tracks 
progress in its annual Global Status Report for Buildings and 
Construction (Buildings-GSR), and its Building Climate Tracker, a new index to 
track progress in decarbonization in the sector. 

• Support countries in setting priorities and measures based on their situation: 
GlobalABC develops policy guidance and global, regional, and national buildings 
and construction roadmaps outlining aspirational targets, timelines, and key actions 
for essential policies and technologies, and, offering a model for national and city 
level buildings and construction roadmaps to support and raise the ambition of 
NDCs. The GlobalABC is also coordinating the development of a Buildings 
Breakthrough Target as part of the Breakthrough Agenda with France and the 
Kingdom of Morocco.  

 

The buildings and construction sector, a heavyweight for climate 
action 
 

• Buildings and construction, a sector that is often overlooked in discussions about 
climate, as it falls between the cracks of discussions on energy and industry.  

• Nevertheless, as the GlobalABC 2022 Global Status Report for Buildings and 
Construction tells us, the buildings and construction sector – that is the buildings that 
we live in - is responsible for around 37% of energy- and process-related CO2 
emissions and over 34% of energy demand globally. Materials used in the 
construction of buildings (i.e. concrete, steel, aluminium, glass and bricks) are 
estimated to represent around 9% of overall energy-related CO2 emissions. 
(GlobalABC, 2022) 

 

http://www.globalabc.org/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uIzrUE1JS9Ke88kE3h%2BIDnYPR%2Bgn1Vr5DwQG91QPEDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uIzrUE1JS9Ke88kE3h%2BIDnYPR%2Bgn1Vr5DwQG91QPEDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Four-work%2Ftracking-progress-global-status-report&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3gHVNFSWH8TnBn7PwqVjRtaXQKa8LiFwnE5j3MuAdsA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Four-work%2Ftracking-progress-global-status-report&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3gHVNFSWH8TnBn7PwqVjRtaXQKa8LiFwnE5j3MuAdsA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Froadmaps-buildings-and-construction&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=af9%2FQ2QdhRUHy01jSVUc3bN7TXmH%2BnFzvgUaF5IYxYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Froadmaps-buildings-and-construction&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=af9%2FQ2QdhRUHy01jSVUc3bN7TXmH%2BnFzvgUaF5IYxYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Four-work%2Fraising-ambition-ndc-guide&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zjWxX2LtoQqN0cRvhXS9tSOy4d4MiWa39TaVAeMJwQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Four-work%2Fraising-ambition-ndc-guide&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zjWxX2LtoQqN0cRvhXS9tSOy4d4MiWa39TaVAeMJwQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Four-work%2Ffostering-collaboration&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ehROFDeYbB52VuHDE1y7P%2BFaHQ%2BeyN5IuY2cSuG5wdk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalabc.org%2Four-work%2Ffostering-collaboration&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150234151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ehROFDeYbB52VuHDE1y7P%2BFaHQ%2BeyN5IuY2cSuG5wdk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukcop26.org%2Fbreakthrough-agenda-launching-an-annual-global-checkpoint-process-in-2022%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpauline.guerecheau%40un.org%7C26a52c6a2ff64a83b3f608db70a574a6%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638227628150390393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gulb5HM1Ub8vFFSI%2BmDP8A72f%2BxCSAJ8FRvZlpkY034%3D&reserved=0
https://globalabc.org/our-work/tracking-progress-global-status-report
https://globalabc.org/our-work/tracking-progress-global-status-report
https://globalabc.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/2022%20Global%20Status%20Report%20for%20Buildings%20and%20Construction_1.pdf
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• The sector is also a crucial sector for adaptation on a warming planet. The built 
environment is particularly at risk from climate change, and as such so are the people 
living and working within buildings. Governments and all actors along the buildings and 
construction value chain therefore need to take action, as climate risks pose a real 
threat to the lives and economic activities of people. Buildings as long term assets 
should be resilient to climate change, and also to other future risks such as pandemics 
and potential behavior changes. (GlobalABC, 2022). 

 
• There is a huge need worldwide to create housing: Half of the buildings standing in 

2050 have not yet been built: The equivalent of Paris is added in floor space every 5 
days and that of Japan every year until 2060 (GlobalABC, 2017). What will our building 
stock look like in the future, as our buildings will stand for a long time? 

• At the same time we need to address our existing building stock that is often 
inefficient, and often overlooked. 

• The bad news is that the 2022 Buildings-GSR Global Buildings Climate Tracker finds 
that the buildings sector remains off track to achieve decarbonization by 2050. While 
decarbonization efforts have marginally improved since 2019, the observed emissions 
and energy consumption continued to increase in 2021 even beyond pre-pandemic 
levels. The decarbonization of the building stock is “not on track” to reach the goals of 
the Paris Agreement. The gap between the actual decarbonization performance 
and the desired pathway has been widening since 2018. (GlobalABC, 2022) 

 

 

http://www.globalabc.org/
https://globalabc.org/resources/publications/adaptation-building-sector-climate-change-10-principles-effective-action
https://globalabc.org/resources/publications/2017-global-status-report-buildings-and-construction
https://globalabc.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/2022%20Global%20Status%20Report%20for%20Buildings%20and%20Construction_1.pdf
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• Progress on buildings and construction polices remains slow in the face of the 
pandemic and the lack of action has meant emissions are not being reduced. 158 out 
of 196 countries (80 per cent) reference buildings as part of their NDC action plans and 
79 out of 196 (40 per cent) have building energy codes, though only 26 per cent of 
countries have mandatory codes for all buildings. (GlobalABC, 2022) 

  
• The building sector is not only the sleeping giant in terms of greenhouse gas emissions. 

It is also a massive contributor to both GDP and jobs in virtually all countries. This 
means that it provides massive opportunities for climate action and a Just Transition: 

• The built environment is responsible for about 7% of global employment or 200 
million jobs (ILO, 2019), and accounts for 11-13% of global GDP (ILO, 2016). 

• An estimated 9‑30 jobs are created for every USD 1 million invested in retrofits 
and efficiency measures in new construction (GlobalABC, 2020). 

• Efficient buildings are one of the biggest investment opportunities across 
emerging market cities by 2030 (IFC, 2019). In 2021, global investment in 
building energy efficiency increased by an unprecedented 16% from 2020 to a 
total of approximately USD 237 billion (GlobalABC, 2022). 

 

Recommendations & radical collaboration  
 

• In terms of what is next, we call for radical collaboration on this topic.  
• Governments need to put in place mandatory building energy codes and set out 

a pathway for codes to achieve zero carbon across a building’s life cycle as 
quickly as possible. We need more ambitious and more specific buildings-
related actions in NDCs, and need to think about the effective implementation 
of these NDCs. 

• Governments and non-state actors must increase their investment in energy 
efficiency, starting with public buildings. 

• All buildings’- related regulations need to take a whole building life cycle 
approach. 

• Construction and real estate industries must develop and implement zero-
carbon strategies for new and existing buildings. ALL buildings and 
construction-related industries need to join the Race to Zero as soon as 
possible. 

• We need a re-emphasis on developing the local traditional construction 
techniques that are adapted to local climates and valorise local value chains 
and cultural heritage.  

• To reduce material-associated emissions, we need an avoid (use less)-shift (to 
low-carbon materials)-improve (use of current materials)-adapt approach  

http://www.globalabc.org/
https://globalabc.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/2022%20Global%20Status%20Report%20for%20Buildings%20and%20Construction_1.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_policy/---invest/documents/publication/wcms_734235.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_538487.pdf
https://globalabc.org/index.php/resources/publications/2020-global-status-report-buildings-and-construction
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/climate+business/resources/green+buildings+report
https://globalabc.org/our-work/tracking-progress-global-status-report
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• We call on all countries and initiatives to join the Buildings Breakthrough, co-led 

by the Governments of France and Morocco as part of the Breakthrough Agenda under 
the coordination of the GlobalABC. The Buildings Breakthrough statement calls on all 
countries to make “Near-zero emission and resilient buildings are the new normal by 
2030”. To date, 18 countries have joined/are supporting the Buildings Breakthrough: 
Armenia, Austria, Canada, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, The Netherlands, Norway, Senegal, Sudan, Sweden, 
Türkiye, and the UK. 

 
We hope that buildings can be addressed more forcefully in climate discussions, both on 
mitigation and adaptation, to turn our homes from a liability into an asset for a liveable future.  
 

http://www.globalabc.org/
https://globalabc.org/our-work/fostering-collaboration

