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Some main considerations for adaptation goal settings

1. What is the state of adaptation we are aiming for? (for whom and how): eg

surviving (Level 1) all the way to thriving (Level 4). What is the future we 

envision?

2. How can these efforts meet multiple adaptation goals? 

3. How do we enable adaptation, monitor local to global, and avoid 

unintended consequences?

4. How do we make sure adaptation is not merely about returning to status 

quo?
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Effective management of climate risks requires systematic integration
of adaptation across interacting climate risks

Since AR5, M&E application has progressed but still in early stages: 
national systems developed but less on actual implementation.

Increasing ambition to evaluate success and effectiveness but 
challenges remain: lack of data and agreement on methods

170 countries have policies on adaptation but few operational 
frameworks to evaluate adaptation 
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Evaluating progress at all scales

• Monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of adaptation measures is 

critical to tracking progress by project and portfolio

➢ Aggregate risk reduction can be presented 

at the regional and sectoral level through burning ember 

assessments

• Monitoring of multiple outcomes, rather planning and 

implementation, is critical for tracking the effectiveness and 

progress of adaptation.

• M&E systems are most effective when supported by 

capacities and resources and embedded in enabling 

governance systems.
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Setting a global goal for adaptation

SPM Figure 3 (panel e): Global and regional risks for increasing levels of global warming
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Evaluating adaptation benefits

Chapter 17, Figure  17.3. : Benefits of representative adaptation options to humans and ecosystems
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The wider benefits of adaptation

Restored and 

connected habitats 

can provide corridors  

for vulnerable species

Green buildings, 

green spaces, clean 

water, renewable 

energy, sustainable 

transport – in cities

For more than 3.4 

billion people in rural 

areas: improved 

roads, reliable energy, 

clean water, food 

security

Policies that increase 

youth access to land, 

credit, knowledge and 

skills can support 

agri-food employment

SDG 1: No poverty

SDG 3: Good health 

and wellbeing

SDG 14/15: Life on 

land & below water

A. Gale CC BY-SA 2.0; E. Myznik / Unsplash; J. Nkadaani/CIFOR CC BY-NC-ND 2.0; Ocean Image Bank / M. Curnock

SDG 10: Reduced 

inequality
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Evaluating adaptation benefits

Chapter 17, Figure  17.10: Adaptation-maladaptation continuum
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[D. Onyodi / KRCS CC BY-NC 2.0

There are limits to adaptation

• Even effective adaptation cannot prevent 

all losses and damages

• Above 1.5°C some natural solutions may 

no longer work.

• Above 1.5°C, lack of fresh water could 

mean that people living on small islands 

and those dependent on glaciers and 

snowmelt can no longer adapt.

• By 2°C it will be challenging to farm 

multiple staple crops in many current 

growing areas.
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Some indicators are 
quantitative
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Capturing the key dimensions of what matters

• Adaptation limits are being reached, but 
this is arising for different reasons.

• These differences can be revealed 
through a relatively small number of key 
dimensions. 

• Where actions, policies and programs are 
associated with these key dimensions, 
then progress can be tracked in efforts to 
reduce constraints to adaptation.  



SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT
Working Group II – Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability

The Feasibility of Adaptation measures

IPCC WGII AR6 SPM Figure 4a
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India Water Portal CC BY-NC-SA 2.0; N. Ahmed / UNDP Bangladesh CC BY-NC-ND 2.0;  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers CC BY 2.0

The critical role of finance

• Most finance targets emissions reductions 

rather than adaptation 

• Current global financial flows are 

insufficient for near-term adaptation needs

• Financial flows in many sectors are 

deepening risks and increasing future 

needs

• Lower economic performance, impacted 

by climate, constrains investment capacity, 

especially in lower income regions
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actors in diverse arenas of engagement

• Multiple government, private sector and civil society actors interact in different arenas of 

engagement, including economic + financial, knowledge + technology, ecological, political,       

socio-cultural and community arenas. 
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For more information: IPCC Secretariat: ipcc-sec@wmo.int IPCC Press Office: ipcc-media@wmo.int Visit ipcc.ch

@IPCC_CH

#IPCCReport
@IPCC @IPCC

linkedin.com/

company/ipcc

Thank you!

IPCC Working Group II Author Team


