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GEF’s Unique Role?

• As financial mechanism, GEF supports 

implementation of five Multilateral Environmental 

Agreements (MEAs): 

✓National plan and strategy development

✓Investments for national priorities towards 

Convention goals

✓Convention reports and obligations

✓Transparency enhancement 

✓Capacity building and technical assistance
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Climate Change 

Emissions by sector:

24% Energy in industry

16% Transport

18% Energy use in 

buildings

18% Agriculture, Forestry 

& Land Use

5% Industry

3% Waste



Biodiversity

Biodiversity loss:

50%: Land/sea use 

change, including 

agriculture and 

deforestation

7%: Pollution

6%: Climate Change

Source: Visual Capitalist



Interactions among Rio Conventions Themes

UNEP (2021). Making Peace with Nature: a scientific blueprint to tackle the 

climate, biodiversity, and pollution emergencies.

Context:

• More clarity on interconnected challenges 

among MEA themes

• Merits of systemic, integrated responses 

recognized

Needs:

• Contribute towards global goals and targets 

by 2030

• Aim to achieve multiple benefits across 

Conventions

• Support countries on national priorities to 

address goals and targets



Post-2020 
Global 

Biodiversity 
Framework 

(towards 
reaching 2050 

vision)

Paris 
Agreement: 

45% emission 
reduction by 

2030 (net zero 
by 2050) to 
meet 1.5°C 

goal

Achieve land 
degradation 
neutrality by 

2030

Phase out 
PCB use in 

equipment by 
2025, 

elimination by 
2028

Phase out 
mercury-

added 
products by 

2025 at latest

Key MEA Targets and Goals by 2030

GEF programming to be informed by them and to make timely contributions



Systemic Problems

Call for

Systemic Solutions



Supporting Climate Action for Systemic Change
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The ability of the GEF to address multiple 

conventions through a single integrated project or 

program is seen as a significant comparative 

advantage for the GEF.” (GEF IEO, 2021)
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Example: Food and Agricultural Systems

• Major system with impacts on climate 
change, biodiversity, land degradation

• Food Systems, Land Use and 
Restoration Impact Program supports 
a holistic approach by:

• promoting sustainable food 
systems to tackle negative 
externalities in entire value chains 

• removing deforestation from 
commercial commodity supply 
chains

• supporting large-scale restoration 
of degraded landscapes

• LDCF projects to address adaptation 
priorities complement

Expected Results:

• 6 million hectares of land restored

• 123 million hectares under improved management 

• 350 million tCO2e mitigated



Sector Coverage of GEF-7 Climate Change 
Mitigation Projects 
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GEF Climate Mitigation financing in US$ million as of December 2020 



Sector Coverage of LDCF Projects under 
Implementation
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GEF Climate-Related Financing

GEF (2020), GEF Corporate Scorecard December 2020 

✓ 84% of GEF-7 GEF financing, or $2.1 billion, climate-related (Rio Markers, as of December 2020)

✓ Significant mitigation-adaptation cross linkages



Synergy Potential across Conventions

Strong potential for synergy across Conventions through LDCF projects 
(source: GEF IEO (2020), Program Evaluation of LDCF)



Enabling Activities

• Over $500 million in climate EA support for:
• 491 National Communications (NCs) in 152 

countries

• 200 Biennial Update Reports (BURs) in 132 
countries

• Technology Needs Assessments (TNAs) 

• National priorities identified in NDCs, NAPs, 
NAPAs, TNAs must inform support 

• EAs help address information, knowledge, and 
capacity gaps

• Goals and plans must be consistent across 
Conventions: EAs are the starting point.

• Synergies through EAs: climate elements 
included in EAs for other Conventions (ex: 
CCD and land degradation neutrality)

EAs help to:

• Identify key national priorities

• Report to Conventions

• Serve as a basis for future 

GEF projects

(GEF IEO, 2021)



Systemic solutions for systemic problems, 

with multiple benefits across Conventions 

Observations 

and 

Way forward
More clarity and science base emerging to 

support systemic interventions

Potential to catalyze larger climate-relevant 

financing towards long-term global goal

National priorities and needs articulated 

through EAs and transparency support ➔

should inform implementation support

GEF-8 replenishment and LDCF/SCCF 

programming strategy development: 

opportunity to inform priorities for next cycle



Thank you!


