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Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour to address this Conference of the Parties on behalf of the
Gas Exporting Countries Forum.

The UNFCCC clearly underlines that “economic and social development
and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing
country Parties”.

This is all the more so right here in Africa, a continent that suffers from
poverty and from the adverse impacts of climate change, while being the
least responsible for it.

650 million of its population lack access to electricity and 1 billion to clean
cooking.

Yet, Africa is well-endowed in energy resources, notably natural gas.

Its sovereign right to develop these natural gas resources shall be
preserved and Africa’s access to financing and technology shall not be
hindered.

Because natural gas is the energy for sustainable development.



It satisfies 23% of world energy needs, provides cleaner cooking, reduces
indoor pollution and improves air quality.

As a dispatchable source of electricity, it is a partner of renewables.
And as a key input for producing fertilizers, it contributes to food security.

Eliminating gas flaring, reducing methane emissions, and scaling up
carbon capture, utilisation and storage will make natural gas even cleaner.

Investing in natural gas is part of the solution to ensure affordable, secure
and sustainable energy.

The GECF Member Countries are investing in natural gas to support
Sustainable Development Goals, and energy security, as well as a fair
and equitable energy transition; a transition that is smooth, cost-effective,
and leaves no one behind.
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