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• Indigenous Knowledge or Indigenous Ecological Knowledge

• knowledge based on repeated observations, know how, skills and 

practices that are developed, sustained and passed between generations 

(Malsale et al. 2018, Chambers et. Al 2019)

• Traditional knowledge is the chord that binds a person to the land, the 

ocean and the sky

• Pacific communities still practice and use traditional knowledge

• Traditional Knowledge pertaining to;

• Food systems, adaptation techniques, forecast and warnings

• Technology, navigation, architecture…

• Recognized as a key source of data

• No single knowledge system can be used on its own

What is Traditional Indigenous Knowledge
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Loss and Damage: Pacific context

• Sudden onset events are extreme weather events that typically occur with 

little warning and can have significant impacts

• Some extreme weather events include: 

• temperature extremes, e.g, heatwaves

• heavy precipitation and floods 

• Storm surge

• Tropical cyclones

• Slow onset events

• Droughts

• Ocean acidification

• Sea level rise

• Desertification

• Increasing temperatures

• Land and forest degradation

• Loss of biodiversity

Tuvalu drought

Flooding, 2020, Samoa



Why is Traditional knowledge important?



Why is it important to the people of the Pacific?



• Systematic approach taken to document TK

• Prior informed Consent Approach

• Intellectual Property Rights

• Access and Benefit sharing

• Indigenous led and informed including 

research and publication

Examples of traditional Knowledge



Engagement of  Communities and Knowledge Holders

Protocols for engagement

Understanding governance systems (Federal to 
community level)

Using prior informed consent (when collecting 
knowledge)

Understanding cultural practices

Knowledge and Sensitivity

Benefit sharing

What communication mediums are available (and 
used)

Working with Communities



How is Traditional knowledge used and applied?



Examples from Vanuatu



CASE STUDY 1. 

Vanuatu: Compounding and cascading 

impacts of extreme weather events



CASE STUDY 2.

Slow onset events 



SLOW ONSET EVENT

Digging for freshwater spring by the 

beach when there’s shortage of 

water supply ( Vanuatu)



TRADITIONAL / INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND 
TRANSFORMATIVE CHANGE

• Meaningful engagement of indigenous people 

and use of Traditional/Indigenous knowledge 

across all the UNFCCC thematic areas and 

processes

• Recognition of indigenous knowledge systems 

contributing to resolving many of the challenges 

we face today

• Recognition and acknowledgement of 

Indigenous people as researchers and 

contributors



FAAFETAI TELE LAVA !!


