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Measuring progress towards adaptation in Europe: 
Adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation actions
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European Environment Agency (eea.europa.eu)

• Agency of the European Union       

• 32 member + 6 collaborating countries

• EEA gathers data and information from 
across Europe and translates them into 
assessments and knowledge to inform
policy and decision-making

• Need for adaptation indicators on:
– Social aspects -> Vulnerability and exposure of 

population 

– Natural ecosystems -> Land use and land 
cover

– Economic aspects -> Economic losses and 
damages

• Climate-ADAPT: European adaptation 
platform

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/


Process and outputs of adaptation policy planning cycle

National adaptation policies

EEA, forthcoming

All EEA member countries have
a national adaptation policy

Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy  
signatories: self-assessed 
level of progress

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-adaptation-in-europe

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-adaptation-in-europe


Social

Institutional

Structural

Types of adaptation actions most frequently planned by cities in Europe

Adaptation actions planned: mainly ‘soft’ actions

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-adaptation-in-europe

Measures to address climate change impacts on health in national policies

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/observatory

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-adaptation-in-europe
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/observatory


Assessing provision and effectiveness of adaptation measures

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/urban-green-infrastructure-2018

Green infrastructure in European cities EU Adaptation Strategy 2021
Implementing nature-based solutions on a larger scale 
would increase climate resilience

The effectiveness of NBS is assessed on a case-by case basis

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/knowledge/tools/case-study-explorer

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/urban-green-infrastructure-2018
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/knowledge/tools/case-study-explorer


Thank you
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