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About the Nairobi work programme 

Event background
(i) Context
(ii) Overview of the event 

Objectives

Summary
(i) How has the NWP advanced adaptation action
through knowledge?
(ii) What are the constraints, challenges, and
opportunities for enhancing the performance and
effectiveness of the Nairobi work programme to address
knowledge needs relevant to the implementation of the
Paris Agreement?
(iii) How can the role of the NWP be strengthened in
scaling up adaptation action in countries?

Key points

Additional Resources



Nairobi Work Programme | UNFCCCNairobi Work Programme | UNFCCC

The technical bridge between
Parties, constituted bodies, NWP

partners and other non-State
actors

Established in 2005 as the first
stakeholder engagement mechanism

under the UNFCCC 

Serving to address Parties'
adaptation knowledge needs 

Supporting the formulation
and implementation of

national adaptation plans

Supporting the work of 
 UNFCCC constituted bodies

The UNFCCC knowledge-to-
action hub on adaptation and

resilience with a network of 450
partners 
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To achieve the objectives of the
Convention and the Paris Agreement,
countries need relevant, actionable
knowledge for scaling up adaptation
action. 

In response, the NWP, UNFCCC
knowledge-to-action hub on
adaptation and resilience, can provide
specific, actionable information for
those who implement adaptation
action. 

Context

A virtual event convened by the SBSTA
Chair, Mr. Tosi Mpanu Mpanu, and
moderated by Mr. Julio Cordano
(Chile) on 23 May 2022.

Over 100 participants who represented
Parties, constituted bodies, and NWP
partners. 

Focus: To discuss elements that can
feed positively into the NWP stocktake
at SBSTA 56. 

More information: click here

Informal event overview

http://unfccc.int/nwp
https://unfccc.int/event/enhancing-adaptation-action-through-knowledge-sbsta-informal-event-on-the-nairobi-work-programme
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The event offered participants deeper insight about the NWP work since SBSTA 48
and gather feedback from them about guiding questions for the stocktake:

Lessons learned under the NWP in scaling up adaptation action in
countries;

Lessons learned, gaps, opportunities, and challenges associated with the
operational and institutional modalities of the NWP in assisting Parties in
implementing the Paris Agreement; and

Insights from partnerships about the support needed to deliver specific,
actionable knowledge to those who implement adaptation action. 

2

3
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The NWP responds to adaptation knowledge needs of Parties.

Work under the NWP has demonstrated value in supporting the work plans and
mandates of constituted bodies, which can contribute to collective progress. This has
also supported the LDCs in formulating and implementing National Adaptation Plans.

Partnerships through NWP thematic expert groups, the Lima Adaptation Knowledge
Initiative (LAKI), and the UN Climate Change and Universities Partnership Programme
have helped address key adaptation knowledge gaps at the local and subregional levels.

Through the UN Climate Change and Universities Partnership Programme,
universities have actively engaged in addressing knowledge gaps for specific users in
countries and subregions, such as Hindu Kush Himalaya and Andean subregions.

4

Enhancing the delivery of relevant knowledge and experiences and lessons learned on
adaptation has been useful in facilitating the implementation of actions in countries
(e.g. via focal point forums, events, adaptation knowledge portal, social media).

5

https://unfccc.int/topics/resilience/workstreams/nairobi-work-programme/linkages
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWPStaging/Pages/Thematic-areas.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWPStaging/Pages/laki.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWPStaging/Pages/university-partnerships.aspx
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/nairobi-work-programme-nwp/focal-point-forums
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/nairobi-work-programme-nwp/workshops-meetings-nairobi-work-programme
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/nwpstaging/Pages/Home.aspx
https://twitter.com/AdaptXChange?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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The NWP expert groups have created spaces for exchange among diverse
stakeholders on synergies, including climate, biodiversity, and nature-based
solutions, including through NWP Focal Point Forums.

Short-term, one-off engagement with NWP partners and constituted bodies
may miss opportunities to deliver relevant, operationalizable information for
Parties in implementing the Paris Agreement. Longer-term collaboration
would facilitate the exchange of knowledge about the results of specific
practices over time.

The need to strengthen ties across adaptation networks can foster the uptake
of knowledge and implementation of adaptation actions in countries.

Providing targeted  knowlege and information about specific adaptation
practices would further help respond to the needs of the Parties.
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Work undertaken in the LAKI has shown the importance of sustaining
partnerships at local levels to fill knowledge gaps that facilitate the
implementation of action on the ground.

It is critical to capture results and impacts of the adaptation action in
subregions, scale-up multisectoral partnerships, integrate indigenous
knowledge, and facilitate the provision of financial resources for
implementing actions.

The UN Climate Change and Universities Partnership Programme could
respond to the knowledge that Parties need for implementing adaptation
action, and curate practical knowledge with university faculty, graduate
students, and other researchers through impactful and socially relevant
research/projects.
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Apply a comprehensive approach to enhancing the understanding of
knowledge and resilience needs of countries, including engaging Parties (e.g.,
national focal points) and the IPCC, among others.

Generate specific, practical knowledge that responds to countries' needs and
facilitates the implementation of adaptation action, particularly in developing
countries, including the LDCs and SIDS. 

Facilitate access to information, including strengthening institutional
capacity (particularly for LDCs and SIDS) and access to finance.

Collaborate with Parties and NWP partners to provide relevant knowledge to
Parties and stakeholders that implement adaptation action.4
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Promote effective and practical ways of knowledge diffusion, sharing, and
learning in an inclusive manner. This will ensure that Parties and
stakeholders that implement adaptation have access to relevant knowledge
and information.

Strengthen and sustain ties with subregional adaptation networks, which are
channels for curating and diffusing knowledge information. These networks
also play a role in the uptake of knowledge generated through the NWP
thematic expert groups, LAKI, and the UN Climate Change and Universities
Partnership Programme.

Strengthen the Adaptation Knowledge Portal to share relevant, practical
information about specific adaptation practices that respond to needs of
Parties.
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