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Earthsight is a non-profit organisation that uses in-depth investigations to expose environmental and 
social crime, injustice and their links to global consumption. We believe in the unique power of primary 
investigative research and reporting to bring attention to pressing issues of human rights and 
environmental justice. 

This contribution addresses the first two questions for input: 

a. What are the most critical barriers — whether physical, economic, financial, institutional, 
technological or social — preventing the halting and reversing of deforestation and forest 
degradation? 

b. What potential levers, whether economic, financial, institutional, social or technological, exist 
for accelerating the implementation of the commitment to halt and reverse deforestation and 
forest degradation? 

Consumption of forest-risk commodities by high-income countries 

Commodity production is a leading cause of tropical deforestation. In the past decade, agriculture 
was responsible for an average of 86 per cent of annual global deforestation.1 A significant share of global 
agricultural and timber production is destined for consumption in high-income countries, including 
Europe, the UK and the US, with up to 39 per cent of deforestation-related emissions driven by 
international trade in commodities.2 Consumption in G7 countries of forest-risk commodities - including 
cattle, soybeans, coffee, cocoa, palm oil, rubber and timber - is estimated to cause an average loss of 
3.9 trees per person per year.3 

Investigations have directly linked commodities sold in high-income countries to deforestation. 
Over the past decade, Earthsight’s investigations have demonstrated how the supply chains of timber, 
food and consumer products sold in Europe, the UK and the US are linked to deforestation and related 
human rights abuses across the globe. For example, our 2025 investigation, Risky Business, traced 
timber from the clearance of some of Indonesia’s last remaining orangutan strongholds to European 
supply chains. It found that 43 per cent of all wood from forest clearance or land preparation in plantation 
concessions consumed by Indonesian timber mills in 2024 was used by just five companies, all of which 
sell their products to Western markets.4 A 2024 investigation traced soy linked to illegal deforestation, 
land grabbing and corruption in the Brazilian Cerrado to animal feed exports, and ultimately to chicken 
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sold by leading European supermarkets and McDonald’s.5 Earlier investigations showed that global 
furniture giant Ikea had sold furniture made from wood linked to vast illegal logging in protected forests 
in Russia and Ukraine, 6 traced leather from illegal cattle ranching in Brazil and Paraguay to the supply 
chains of handbags and car seats,7 and linked cotton used by the world’s largest fashion brands to land 
grabbing, illegal deforestation, violence and corruption in Brazil.8 

Voluntary measures to curb deforestation have failed. Of the top 500 companies trading in forest-
risk commodities, 97 per cent have a weak or partial commitment to address deforestation or no 
commitments at all.9 Most major forest-risk commodities have voluntary certification schemes 
designed to incentivise sustainable production by certifying products that are responsibly produced. 
However, Earthsight’s investigations have uncovered numerous instances of certification schemes 
failing to detect or eliminate illegal commodities – including leather, cotton, soy and timber – from being 
traded under a green label. Most recently, we exposed how sustainable timber scheme PEFC had 
certified products from some of Indonesia’s largest deforesting companies, and how $10 - $30 billion in 
fraudulently certified timber products are been sold under the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) green 
label each year.10  

Regulatory action in high-income countries is urgently needed. Curbing the impact of forest-risk 
commodities on global deforestation requires action in consumer markets for those commodities. 
Some markets are already taking action, notably the EU, whose Deforestation Regulation is due to take 
effect at the end of 2026.11 This regulation will ban the import or trade in commodities that produced 
illegally or on deforested land. However, shifting government priorities have stalled or slowed this and 
similar regulatory efforts in the US and UK. Regulating the trade in forest-risk commodities should be a 
shared global priority, with regulations enacted across all major consumer markets.  

 

Recommendation: the Deforestation Roadmap should call on states to enact and implement 
laws to regulate the import and trade in forest-risk commodities. Such laws should require 
businesses importing or trading in forest-risk commodities to ensure that these commodities 
have not been grown on deforested land, are not being traded illegally, and that their 
production has not involved land grabbing or other human rights abuses.  
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