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Mandate 

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA) at its 

fourth session decided to convene, as part of the work programme on just transition, an annual high-level 

ministerial round table on just transition, beginning at the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties serving 

as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement.1 The First Annual High-level Ministerial Roundtable 

on Just Transition was held on the 3 December 2023. The Second Annual High-level Ministerial Roundtable 

on Just Transition was held on the 18 November 2024. 

Objectives of the third annual high-level ministerial round table on just transition  

Decision 1/CMA.4, paragraph 50, affirmed that sustainable and just solutions to the climate crisis must be 

founded on meaningful and effective social dialogue and participation of all stakeholders and noted that the 

global transition to low emissions provides opportunities and challenges for sustainable economic 

development and poverty eradication. 

The decision also emphasized in its paragraph 51 that just and equitable transition encompasses pathways 

that include energy, socioeconomic, workforce and other dimensions, all of which must be based on 

nationally defined development priorities and include social protection so as to mitigate potential impacts 

associated with the transition. It also decided that such pathways include international cooperation as an 

enabler of just transition towards achieving the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

Decision 3/CMA.5 provided additional guidance on the operationalization of the work programme, deciding 

that its implementation was to start immediately after CMA 52 and deciding on the elements of the work 

programme3 . Decision 3/CMA.5 also decided that the work programme will inform the second global 

stocktake and other relevant processes, including the annual high-level ministerial round table on just 

transition4 and that at least two dialogues will be held each year as part of the work programme. Decision 

3/CMA.5 further decided that the outcomes of the annual high-level ministerial round table on just transition 

may be taken into consideration under the work programme, as appropriate. 

Four dialogues have been held so far under the work programme. The first dialogue under the work 

programme was held in June 2024 in Bonn and focused on just transition pathways to achieving the goals of 

the Paris Agreement through NDCs, NAPs and LT-LEDS. The second dialogue was held in October 2024 in 

 
1 Decision 1/CMA.4, para. 53. 
2 Decision 3/CMA.5, para 3. 
3 Decision 3/CMA.5, para 2. 
4 Decision 1/CMA.4, para. 53. 
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Sharm el-Sheikh focused on ensuring support for people-centric and equitable just transition pathways with 

a focus on the whole-of-society approach and the workforce, a theme that was further developed with specific 

focus on approaches for empowering all actors and segments of the society for a fair and inclusive workforce 

transition to meet Paris Agreement goals; unpacking the full range of means of implementation for a just 

transition of the work force, exploring current approaches, opportunities and gaps; and international 

cooperation and partnerships for people-centric and equitable just transitions. The third dialogue was held in 

Panama City in May 2025 and focused on approaches to enhancing adaptation and climate resilience in the 

context of just transitions. The fourth dialogue, held in Addis Ababa in September 2025, focused on just 

energy transition pathways and holistic approaches to just transitions including socioeconomic, workforce, 

social protection and other dimensions, based on nationally defined development priorities. 

In that context, the Third Annual High-Level Ministerial Roundtable on just transition comes at a timely 

moment to reflect on the progress made under the United Arab Emirates just transition work programme, and 

to provide a platform for a political discussion on its implementation and direction. 

Substantive aspects  

 
Scope and guiding questions 

The third annual high-level ministerial round table on just transition will provide ministers with a platform 

for discussing the pathways to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement outlined in Article 2, paragraph 1, 

in the context of Article 2, paragraph 2, in such a manner as to facilitate a focused exchange of views, 

information and ideas to discuss progress made, and provide direction and recommendations for the United 

Arab Emirates just transition work programme. 

The following guiding questions look to bring focus on the priorities, needs and challenges faced by countries 

in advancing the implementation of the just transitions pathways that will keep the Paris Agreement goals 

within reach building on the discussions that have taken place during the four dialogues held to date. It will 

also bring focus to how the UAE just transition work programme can be beneficial to better support 

addressing the challenges faced by countries in achieving long-term climate and sustainable development 

objectives: 

➢ Taking into account the four dialogues held to date, what are some key political messages that should 

be highlighted? How could these guide the further implementation of the work programme?  

 

➢ What are the expectations of Parties with regards to actionable outcomes for the UAE just transition 

work programme? What could be the role of the UAE just transition work programme in fostering 

international cooperation as an enabler of just transition pathways towards achieving the goals of 

the Paris Agreement and building synergies under and outside of the UNFCCC process? 

 

Outcomes  

The Presidency will issue an informal summary reflecting the discussions of the third annual high-level 

ministerial roundtable on just transition soon after its conclusion, so that outcomes of the third annual high-

level ministerial round table on just transition may be taken into consideration under the work programme, 

as appropriate. 

Annex: Provisional agenda 

Time Session  

 

 

10:00 – 10:10 

Welcome address  

• Ministerial Co-Chairs, H.E. Alicia Bárcena Ibarra of Mexico and H.E. Krzysztof 

Bolesta of Poland 

 

Keynote Speech  

• H.E. André Aranha Corrêa do Lago, President, COP30 

• H.E. Simon Stiell, Executive Secretary, UNFCCC secretariat 

https://unfccc.int/event/third-dialogue-under-the-united-arab-emirates-just-transition-work-programme
https://unfccc.int/event/fourth-dialogue-under-the-united-arab-emirates-just-transition-work-programme
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10:10 – 10:45 

 

Interventions from NGO constituencies 

 

o BINGO 
o ENGO 
o Farmers 
o IPO 
o LGMA 

o RINGO 
o TUNGO 
o WGC 
o YOUNGO  

  

 

10:45 – 12:45 

 Round table discussion  

  
Moderation 

• Ministerial Co-Chairs  

 

Guiding questions: 

 

➢ Taking into account the four dialogues held to date, what are some key 

political messages that should be highlighted? How could these guide the 

further implementation of the work programme?  

 

➢ What are the expectations of Parties with regards to actionable outcomes 

for the UAE just transition work programme? What could be the role of 

the UAE just transition work programme in fostering international 

cooperation as an enabler of just transition pathways towards achieving 

the goals of the Paris Agreement and building synergies under and outside 

of the UNFCCC process? 

Format:  

 

• The dialogue will be held in a plenary setting and will be facilitated by two 
ministerial co-chairs.  

• Once the round table discussion opens, ministerial co-chairs will open the floor for 

interventions and invite Ministers with raised flags to speak, with priority given to 

Ministers speaking on behalf of groups of Parties, then to Ministers speaking on 
behalf of Parties, then to other Party representatives.  

• Interventions should be limited to three minutes. Parties should note that otherwise 

it may not be possible to accommodate all speakers in the allocated time.   

12:45 – 13:00 

 

Summary of discussions and closing remarks 
Mr. Mario Mottin, COP30 Presidency   

 


