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Statement by the Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment of the Republic of Cyprus
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Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
It is an honour to address this Conference on behalf of the Republic of Cyprus.
This year’s COP must form a defining moment for implementation and ambition — the moment when the world commits to align our collective pathway with the 1.5°C goal and a climate-resilient future.

Following the Global Stocktake, we now know clearly where we stand — and how far we must go. We must send a strong and united message: that all Parties are committed to enhanced Nationally Determined Contributions for the post-2030 period, which will reflect real progress and the highest possible ambition, be aligned with emission pathways that limit global warming to 1.5°C and the best available science, in light of different national circumstances, as well as include economywide absolute emission reduction targets. Furthermore, we should strengthen global mitigation ambition and call for a collective global response to reduce the NDC GAP.

We also need to agree on a credible pathway for scaling up adaptation and climate finance, particularly for the most vulnerable countries, and to ensure that the Loss and Damage Fund becomes fully operational and accessible.  These outcomes are essential for maintaining trust and solidarity within the global climate regime.



Excellencies,
What is equally crucial is the global energy transition. We need to triple renewable energy capacity globally and double the global average annual rate of energy efficiency improvements by 2030, coupled with an acceleration of zero- and low-emissions technologies and a just phasing out of fossil fuel energy production and consumption globally.

My country Cyprus is a small island statethat lies in the Eastern Mediterranean, a region of the world recognized as a climate hotspot and already facing the severe consequences of climate change. The Mediterranean is one of the fastest-warming regions in the world, with droughts, wildfires, and water scarcity threatening our ecosystems, food production, and way of life. For us, climate action is not an abstract goal — it is an urgent reality.

As it prepares to assume the Presidency of the Council of the European Union in January 2026, Cyprus remains fully aligned with the European Union’s long-term objective of climate neutrality by 2050 and supports the ongoing work at EU level to define the 2040 climate framework that will guide our transition in the next critical decade. Our National Energy and Climate Plan includes, inter alia, ambitious measures for renewable energy, energy efficiency, sustainable transport, and circular economy. 

Adaptation, however, is equally vital. Through the revision and update of our National Adaptation Strategy, we are strengthening resilience in water management, agriculture, tourism, and coastal protection. At the same time, we continue to promote regional cooperation through our Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East Climate Initiative, launched by the President of Cyprus. This Initiative brings together countries of our wider region to exchange science-based knowledge, design joint adaptation projects, and strengthen collective resilience. Because, as we all know, climate change does not see borders. Looking ahead, Cyprus remains fully committed to keeping climate ambition at the top of the European and international agenda. We will work to translate the decisions taken here in Belém into action, partnerships, and measurable progress.
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Cyprus stands ready to play its part, guided by science, solidarity, and the shared responsibility to safeguard our common home.

The world expects COP30 to deliver — not only words, but clear direction and renewed determination. 

Let us not allow our children to inherit a planet gasping for breath.
From the Amazon to the Mediterranean, let COP30 be remembered as the year humanity chose commitment over regret.
Thank you.

