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[Niall O’Dea speaking remarks]

Your Excellency Mukhtar Babayev, COP 29 President

It is my honour to be here as co-facilitator of the 2023-24 Ocean and

Climate Change Dialogue, alongside Mr. Julio Cordano.

The science is clear: the ocean is essential to our efforts to mitigate and
adapt to climate change, yet it is also being profoundly impacted by these very
changes, undermining its ability to regulate the Earth’s climate. This is why the
Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue is so important. It is the only mandated
UNFCCC process focusing specifically on ocean-based solutions to climate change,
making it a critical component of the climate change process and offering a
unique opportunity for innovation. The Dialogue is becoming an increasingly
valuable tool for the global climate response, given the importance of fully
integrating ocean-based solutions into both domestic and international climate

policies.

This year’s Dialogue, held in Bonn, Germany, focused on two key topics:
first, marine biodiversity conservation and coastal resilience; and second,
technology needs for ocean climate action, including finance links. Participants

emphasized the essential role of conserving and restoring ocean ecosystems to



provide climate change mitigation and adaptation benefits, protect biodiversity,
and support livelihoods. Further, blue carbon ecosystems, renewable ocean
energy, and advanced ocean technologies are key to scaling ocean-based
solutions, but require sustainable financing and capacity-building support to
maximize their potential. Overall, the Dialogue was clear that ocean-based
solutions are necessary to ensure our collective climate goals and commitments. |
invite Parties and non-Party stakeholders to read the key messages from the
dialogue in the 2024 informal summary report, alongside key messages from

previous ocean and climate change dialogues.

| would now like to give the floor to my co-facilitator, Mr. Julio Cordano, to

say a few words on moving this work forward.

[Julio Cordano speaking remarks]

Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies, and gentlemen.

This year’s Dialogue has underscored the urgent need to integrate our
climate, ocean, and biodiversity efforts. Recognizing their interconnectedness
allows us to create synergies between the Convention on Biological Diversity and

the Paris Agreement. Aligning our Nationally Determined Contributions, National



Adaptation Plans, and National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans is

essential for developing cohesive and impactful strategies.

Under the UNFCCC process, constituted bodies have made commendable
progress in incorporating the ocean into their activities and workplans. We urge

these bodies to continue strengthening their focus on this vital issue.

We also highlight one of our recommendations this year, and strongly
encourage Parties to include ocean-based strategies and actions in their NDCs, as
one critical tool to scale up climate action in the next decade, both for mitigation

and adaptation.

The decisions we make today will shape the future of our oceans and our

planet, and we must act now.

As our term as co-facilitators is coming to an end this year, we would like to
express our sincere appreciation to Parties and observers for their trust in our

work and for your continuous engagement in the Ocean and Climate Dialogue.

To continue this ongoing discussion, we are convening an official Ocean and
Climate Change Dialogue meeting on November 14, from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM, in

Side Events Room 8.

Thank you.



