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Welcoming Remarks

Fleur Newman
Team Lead, Action Empowerment Unit, UN 
Climate Change
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Outline

General Information:
1. Information for admitted Observers

Information on:
1. Gender & ACE & GCA
2. Adaptation
3. Mitigation
4. Transparency
5. Means of Implementation

Other updates:
1. COP 29 PYCC
2. UN Youth Office
3. YOUNGO
4. YAG



Communication and Engagement

United Nations Climate Change Secretariat

Observer Relations

General information on observer engagement 

in the UNFCCC process



CHARACTERISTICS OF UNFCCC

• Largest UN annual conference

• Wide range of issues under discussion

• High demand for observer participation

Source: UNFCCC secretariat

Source: UNFCCC secretariat

Source: UNFCCC secretariat

Source: UNFCCC secretariat



OBSERVER ORGANIZATION CATEGORIES

Source: UNFCCC secretariat

*IGOs and NGOs can register delegates once they have received observer status

Intergovernmental 
organizations (IGOs)*

NGO Constituencies are loose and self-governing groups of NGOs 
with diverse but broadly clustered interests or perspectives. The nine 
NGO constituencies mirror the nine Major Groups defined in the UN 
SDG Process, as follows:

• Business and Industry (BINGO)

• Environmental (ENGO)

• Farmers

• Indigenous Peoples Organizations (IPO)

• Local government and municipal authorities (LGMA)

• Research and independent NGOs (RINGO)

• Trade Union NGOs (TUNGO)

• Women and Gender Constituency (WGC)

• Children and Youth (YOUNGO)

Informal Groups are not defined as Major Groups in the UN 
SDG Process, but the secretariat recognizes them as groups of 
observer organizations that are active in contributing to the 
UNFCCC process with particular thematic thrusts that are not 
visibly or adequately covered by the work of the existing nine 
Constituencies. These include:

• Faith-Based Organizations

• Parliamentarians 

• Education and Communication NGOs 

• Disability Caucus

Non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs)*

United Nations System and its 
Specialized Agencies

Non-affiliated NGOs

Observer organizations are categorized into the following three types:

NGOs can choose to affiliate with the following:



ADMISSION: UNFCCC OBSERVER STATUS

Source: UNFCCC secretariat
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ADMISSION: CONSTITUENCY AFFILIATION

Source: UNFCCC secretariat
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*Non-affiliated include: 

Faith based organizations

Parliamentarians

Education and comms NGOs

Disability caucus (tbc)



W A Y S TO 

E N G A G E

There are many ways for observers to engage during 

formal sessions of the UNFCCC:

Hold bilateral meetings with government delegates to share

position papers and submissions, and advocate policy

perspectives.

Follow the negotiations to provide tailored substantive inputs

to Parties, ensure transparency to the workings of a complex

intergovernmental process, raise public awareness, and enhance

public access to information.

Showcase findings, whereby observer organizations can network

and disseminate research findings, lessons learnt from the

implementation work on the ground and various messages and

stories to a wide audience.

Side events, exhibits, advocacy actions are some of the avenues

to showcase these. For further information, refer to pages 35 - 37.



W A Y S TO 

E N G A G E
Develop position papers and make formal submissions in

response to calls for information and views by negotiating

bodies. Information on submissions is available here.

At press conferences, observers can utilize the media's

extensive reach to convey their views and advocate for

change. This platform is instrumental in shaping public

discourse and influencing climate policy on a global stage. More

information on press conferences is available here.

Townhalls will provide space for preparing for dialogues and

briefings and raising key issues and asking pertinent questions

to the Presiding officers and the UNFCCC Executive Secretary.

These Townhalls are usually chaired by one of the NGO

constituency Focal Points. During the conference, information

on such meetings will be published in the Daily Programme and

on the CCTV screens.

https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Funfccc.int%2Fsubmissions_and_statements&design=DAFJYSiWNQY&accessRole=owner&linkSource=comment
https://unfccc.int/about-us/press-and-media#Press-conferences


ACCESS TO MEETINGS

Observers will have priority to rooms over Party

overflow, unless the Party overflow are accompanied

by a Party member. In the event that Parties fill room

capacity, nine seats (one per NGO Constituency) will

be reserved.

Open meetings are limited by capacity. Closed

meetings can be opened and open meetings can be

closed should Parties decide to do so during the

meetings.

FORMALITY OF MEETINGS:

The chart below provides a breakdown of types of meetings 

and documents.

ACCESS TO OBSERVERS:

Open: O

Closed: X

Timeline

30



If the Co-Facilitators ask the Parties and no objection is raised,

and only if time remains after all Parties have spoken,

observers will be given the floor. In this case representatives of

the nine NGO constituencies have the priority, followed by

other observers.

Parties are increasingly open to hearing observer statements 

in CGs and ICs.

M A K I N G INTERVENTIONS

Observers are often invited by the Presiding Officers to make interventions at the

opening and closing plenaries - time permitting. Sometimes, co-chairs of CGs might

invite observers to make interventions at the end of the CGs, if time and Parties

allow for it.

If your constituency wishes to speak on a particular agenda

item, approach the secretariat support team present in the

room at the beginning of the CG / IC, and they will ask the Co-

Facilitators to explore the possibility.



W A Y S TO 

E N G A G E

Ways to engage through NGO Constituencies and 

Informal Groups:

Attend daily coordination meetings of respective

Constituencies. information on such meetings will be published in

the Daily Programme and on the CCTV screens.

Make joint constituency statements in the plenaries addressing

the conference with concise and impactful messages from a

diversity of voices, channeled through constituencies.

Statements may also be provided during Contact Groups or

Informal Consultations, time and Parties permitting.

Attend townhall meetings with NGO Constituencies and high-

level representatives, such as COP President, UNFCCC

Executive Secretary, Subsidiary Body Chairs, and sometimes the

High-level Climate Champions and UN Secretary General. These

could be used to raise key issues and ask pertinent issues.

Information on such meetings will be published in the Daily

Programme* and on the CCTV screens.

Nominate speakers/experts to speak at UNFCCC mandated

events/workshops.



Is your organization involved in organizing a side event or 

an exhibit?

Check the home page of SEORS for the most up-to-date 

logistical information.

Did you know?

The SBIrecognized side events as an essential part 

of the UNFCCC process and an important tool for 

engaging observers in knowledge-sharing, 

networking and the exploring of actionable options 

for meeting the climate challenge. 

(FCCC/SBI/2014/8, paragraph 224).

Organized by observer organizations, Parties partnering with

observers, side events and exhibits are popular modes of

observer engagement at COPs.

330 joint side events and 120 exhibits are selected from 1,300

and 300 exhibit applications respectively, particularly those

proposals by developing country observers.

They will cover the following issues:

1.Mitigation, including response measures

2.Adaptation, including loss and damage

3.Means of implementation and support

4.Integrated and holistic approaches

5.Other unique perspectives related to UNFCCC.

SIDE EVENTS AND EXHIBITS

Source: UNFCCC secretariat

Source: UNFCCC secretariat

https://seors.unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/side-events-and-exhibits


COP 29 Side Events schedule

COP 29 Exhibits schedule

How to attend COP 29 side events

How to attend COP 29 exhibits

Side events and exhibits will be running every day (except Sunday, 17November, the 

rest day!) from Monday, 11 November to Thursday, 21November.

To avoid thematic clashes, most of the side events falling under the topics of the 

COP 29 Presidency thematic days, are not allocated on those days. Instead, they are 

grouped into "thematic clusters" and are assigned slots on the days prior to the

thematic day and/or on the days after the thematic day.

SIDE EVENTS AND EXHIBITS

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/side-events-and-exhibits#How-to-attend-COP-28-side-events
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/side-events-and-exhibits#How-to-attend-COP-28-exhibits


Source: Secretariat



Clearance process for advocacy actions 
at sessions



We wish you a 

productive conference!

For more information please visit the Non-Party

Stakeholder web pages or contact us at 

cool@unfccc.int

UN Climate Change App 

This app will give you quick 

access to information

about the UN Climate 

Change process and 

associated events.

UN Climate Change website

Our official website. You can find 

documents, calendar of events, 

news and resources here.

Apple phones Android phones

Instagram

@unclimatechange

LinkedIn

UN Climate Change

Simon Stiell
X (previously Twitter)

@UNFCCC

@simonstiell Tiktok

UN Climate Change

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/what-are-parties-non-party-stakeholders
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/what-are-parties-non-party-stakeholders
mailto:cool@unfccc.int
https://unfccc.int/
https://www.instagram.com/unclimatechange/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unclimatechange/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/simon-stiell/
https://x.com/UNFCCC
https://x.com/simonstiell
https://www.tiktok.com/%40unclimatechange?lang=en


Learning Resources & COP29 Events



UNFCCC Process – online courses

Available on the UN CC: Learn Platform:

• A participant guide of the UN Climate Change 
process



UNFCCC Process – online courses

Available on the UN CC: Learn Platform:

• Mastering International Climate Negotiations: 
All You Need to Know



Advancing Climate Transparency: 

Opportunities

through Action for Climate 

Empowerment

ACE at COP29

ACE Presidency Event

SBI Agenda item 18 on 

Matters relating to Action 

for Climate Empowerment 

Parties will consider the 

annual summary reports 

published in 2023 and 2024

Information on ACE

ace@unfccc.int

Negotiations

ACE Hub 2.0 Launch and 

Reception at COP29 -

Advancing Meaningful 

Climate Action through 

Radical Collaboration

Launch of ACE Hub 2.0

Tuesday, 19 Nov

15:00 – 18:00

Plenary Caspian

Tuesday, 12 Nov

10 AM

IC

Thursday, 14 Nov
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Gender at COP29

Gender Day on 21 November in MR11

Gender in Transparency

❖ Presidency high-level event 10-11.30

❖ Technical in-session dialogue 15-17.00

The Power of Gender Data for Prioritization 
and Transparency: Workshop with a Focus 
on NDCs and BTRs – 19 Nov, 13:30, Shirvan

Enhancing Inclusive Climate Action: 
Alliance for Gender-Responsive Climate 
Finance – 20 Nov, 10:00, UAE Pavilion

Gender related events 

at COP 29

Information on the 

Review

Events NEGOTIATIONS



Global Climate Action at COP29

Marrakech Partnership and High-Level 
Champions Events



Mitigation at COP29

Mitigation
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Adaptation

- GGA

- Adaptation Committee

- National Adaptation Plans

- Least Developed Countries

- Local Communities and 

Indigenous Peoples 

- 30 years of Adaptation

- Transformational Adaptation

- Unpacking the loss and 

damage landscape

- LCIPP Youth Roundtable 

- LCIPP Annual Gathering of 

Knowledge Holders

SB 61

COP 29

CMA 6

Wed 13 Nov

16:45 

SE Rm.5

AdaptationNegotiations Youth Specific

Events



Together4Transparency at COP29

Official side 
events

Mandated 
events

Other 
thematic 

events

Trainings and 
information 

events

The UNFCCC secretariat looks forward to welcoming you there!

• Facilitative sharing of views under the ICA process: Friday 15 - 10:00-13:00 – MR04

• Multilateral assessment under the IAR process: Friday 15 - 15:00-18:00 – MR04 & Saturday 16 

- 10:00-13:00 – MR07





Means of Implementation

• Second review of progress and the 

need for extension of the Paris 

Committee on Capacity-building 

(PCCB) 

• Review Terms of reference for the 

fifth comprehensive review of the 

implementation of the framework for 

capacity-building in developing 

countries under the Convention

Negotiations

Finance Technology Capacity-building

• Joint annual report Technology 

Executive Committee (TEC) and 

Climate Technology Centre and 

Network (CTCN) for 2024

• Linkages between the Technology 

Mechanism and the Financial 

Mechanism

• Poznan Strategic Programme on 

Technology Transfer

• Technology Implementation 

Programme

• Long-term climate finance

• Matters relating to the Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) 

and the second review of the functions of the SCF

• Matters relating to the Adaptation Fund and its membership

• New collective quantified goal on climate finance

• Guidance to the Green Climate Fund and he Global 

Environment Facility

• Report of the Fund for responding to Loss and Damage and 

Arrangements between the COP, the CMA and the Fund for 

responding to Loss and Damage

• Sharm el-Sheikh dialogue on the scope of Article 2, paragraph 

1(c)

• Report of developed country Parties on doubling the collective 

provision of climate finance for adaptation 

• Seventh review of the Financial Mechanism

• TUAE dialogue (Finance)



Means of Implementation

Youth focused events



Means of Implementation

3rd – 10th Dec

Capacity-building 

Hub, Blue Zone

Other events

Finance Technology Capacity-building

14 Nov
Climate Technologies: Impact Stories from Country Support 
through the UNFCCC Technology Mechanism

16 Nov
• AI Innovation Grand Challenge AwardCeremony 
Implementation of Technology Action Plans to Realize 
Ambitious and Feasible NDCs 

18 Nov
• Technology Day on Transformative Industry:Driving 

industrial transition through NDCs - Session 1 
• Technology Mechanism event: Capacities for Climate 

Innovation: Artificial Intelligence 

19 Nov
High-level Dialogue - Moving forward with NDCacceleration in 
agrifood systems: Climate Technology Uptake 

20 Nov
Technology Day on Transformative Industry: Driving industrial 
transition through NDCs - Session 2 

• 6th Capacity-building Hub 

• Capacity-building for NDCs

16 Nov

MR 22

13 Nov
SCF Side Event: Key reports of the Standing Committee on 
Finance for COP 29

14 Nov 
6th High-Level Ministerial Dialogue on Climate Finance

16 Nov
2nd High-level Ministerial Dialogue on Climate Finance -
"A multi-stakeholder approach to mobilization and 
delivery of adaptation finance"

Other events
• NBF side event 
• NCQG Ministerial consultations

14-21 Nov 

SHIRVAN

NDC Enhancing 
Capacities Workshop 

Implementing NDCs 
and NAPs through MOI

20 Nov
UNFCCC Pav

https://unfccc.int/ttclear/events/2024/2024_event04
https://tech-action.unepccc.org/events/cop29-side-event-implementation-of-technology-action-plans-to-realize-ambitious-and-feasible-ndcs/
https://unfccc.int/ttclear/events/2024/2024_event03
https://unfccc.int/ttclear/events/2024/2024_event06
https://unfccc.int/event/6th-high-level-ministerial-dialogue-on-climate-finance-mandated-event
https://unfccc.int/event/2nd-high-level-ministerial-dialogue-on-climate-finance-a-multi-stakeholder-approach-to-mobilization


Accessing information during COP29

Virtual Platform
Information for 

participants



Accessing information during COP29

UN Pavilion Side EventsDaily Programme Schedule of Events



Questions and Answers



Roundtable Breakout Sessions



Updates 
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Children and Youth Updates

ASG Felipe Paullier

Assistant Secretary General for 
Youth Affairs, UN Youth Office

Leyla Hasanova

COP29 Presidency
Youth Climate Champion

Beniamin Strzelecki

UN SG Youth Advisory Group on 
Climate Change (YAG) 

Vikrant Srivastava

UNFCCC Children and Youth 
Constituency
(YOUNGO)
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COP29 Presidency Youth Climate Champion

Information about the 
PYCC and PYCC events at 
COP29

PYCC



YOUNGO’s 
engagement 
at COP29 



The Principle 21 of the Rio 
Declaration identified nine sectors 
which includes Children and Youth

1992 – Rio Earth 
Summit

In 2005, we formally gathered in 
Montreal ahead of COP11 to make 
our voices heard as International 

Youth Climate Movement

2005: Montreal 
Conference of Parties

2009:  Copenhagen 
Conference of Parties
The UNFCCC secretariat and the 
member states to the Convention 
officially recognized youth as an 
observer constituency of its own

2011: Constituency 
Confirmation
Formalized and confirmed 
YOUNGO to represent as 
the formal voice of Children 
and Youth in UNFCCC 
processes

and the story 
continues with 

your climate 
activism

TIMELINE

OUR HISTORY



YOUNGO is the official Children and Youth Constituency to the UNFCCC

● We are the mechanism to ensure the voices of children and young people 

in the UN Climate Change space.

● We are all volunteers!

● YOUNGO is present at the United Nations Climate Conferences but also 

works throughout the year to ensure the voices of children and youth are 

present in these discussions





YOUNGO is not an organisation!
It is a CONSTITUENCY!

We are a mechanism mandated to represent the 
voices of the children and youth in UNFCCC processes!







Focal Points

● Their main task is to liaise with the UNFCCC secretariat.

○ No decision-making or representation mandate. 

○ FPs are elected on an annual basis by the Constituency, one person 

from Global South (GS) and the other from Global North (GN).

niedermayer.romie@gmail.com mashkur.isa@gmail.com

Romie 
Niedermay

er

Mashkur 
Abdulhamid 

Isa

mailto:niedermayer.romie@gmail.com
mailto:mashkur.isa@gmail.com


How can you be 
engaged?



The Global Youth Statement (GYS)

➢ The Global Youth Statement synthesizes the
collective demands of children and youth across
the world, represented by YOUNGO, to global
leaders

➢ Key policy document for youth lobbying:
○ In YOUNGO interventions
○ In bilateral meetings
○ In any conversation with a decision-maker!
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Negotiations
(plenary, informals, etc.)

Interventions Bilaterals

Traditional Lobbying Opportunities
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Technical 

Workshops

Side Events & 

Civil Society 

Events

Exhibitions

Event-Based Lobbying Opportunities
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Actions Protests

Press Conferences

"GET LOUD" Opportunities

Interviews
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Cafeterias Hallways

NGO meetings

Non-Traditional Opportunities

Receptions



Essential info available in the infoblast here! 



SPOKES & POLICY DEBRIEF

Don’t Miss Out!

Spokes: Every day at 9:00 am, Side Event Room 9, Zone B

Policy : Every day at 5:30 pm, C&Y Pavilion.

Children & Youth Pavilion, Room D08: Opening Ceremony on 12th 

November, with events throughout COP29.



We support 
you!

WhatsApp Broadcast Group
announcements and updates



Remember…

● You cannot speak on behalf of YOUNGO without there having been a 

selection process. 

● If you join a YOUNGO working group, you make decisions as a team.

● Take care of yourself, take enough breaks and get enough sleep 





Feedback Survey


