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Debra-Lee Swanepoel is an economist and senior official at South Africa’s National 
Treasury, where she leads the Global Development Policy and Concessional Finance 
Unit. Her work focuses on international development finance, climate negotiations, and 
multilateral engagement. 
She represents South Africa as the Deputy in the African Development Fund (ADF) and 
the International Development Association (IDA) and plays a key role in South Africa's 
participation in global platforms such as the UN’s Finance for Development Agenda and 
the G20 Sustainable Finance Working Group. 
Debra-Lee holds a Master’s in Development Finance from the University of Cape Town.  
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