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Chair, Excellencies, Friends, I thank the government of Brazil and the people of Belém for their gracious hospitality. 
Recently, I came across a deeply provocative poem by famed Brazilian poet, Manuel Bandeira. 
The Animal
Yesterday I saw an animal
On a filthy hallway 
Searching for food between the garbage

When finding anything
It did not inspect or smell
Just swallowed with voracity 

The animal was not a dog
Or a cat
Or a rat

The animal, oh my Lord, was a man!

This poem about human wretchedness and desperation reminds us that people can be reduced to lives of utter indignity by war; by political failures; by our indifference or inaction; and by the ravages of a worsening climate crisis. 

We are here to stand in solidarity with the climate afflicted, with the peoples of Jamaica devastated by Hurricane Melissa and the Philippines, torn by typhoons, Kalmaegi and Fung-Wong. 

Bandeira powerfully challenges us.

We are here, not to ensure that we include the brackets which highlight our divisions, but to build the bridges that overstep our differences and offer every member of the human family a life of hope and dignity. 

Barbados therefore makes 5 specific calls: 
· Call 1- Fix The Finance. The Bridgetown Initiative supplies the roadmap for the reform of the global financial architecture which will help to stop suffering in the most climate vulnerable countries, small island developing states (SIDS), least developed countries (LDCs), and CVF-V20 members. 

· Call Number 2 – Fill The Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage which has in its coffers the embarrassing and inadequate sum of $800 million dollars. Melissa’s damage to Jamaica is so far estimated at $10 billion and global needs are in the trillions. 

· Call Number 3 - Save Our SIDS-Large Ocean States (LOS). Despite the United Nations’ recognition of the special vulnerabilities of Small Island Developing States also called Large Ocean States, instruments have been developed to enable countries to leverage their forest cover for capital, but there is no analogous mechanism for small island states to obtain financial support based on their large maritime territory and its effectiveness as carbon sinks. The time has come for us to agree and work toward a maritime equivalent of REDD+ from which SIDS will benefit.   

· Call Number 4 – Pull The Emergency Methane Brake.  I repeat Prime Minister Mottley’s call to embrace methane abatement to help us stay close to 1.5, not by attacking the agricultural sector, but by asking the oil and gas sector to utilise existing technologies to stop leaks and flaring. This will create a win for humanity and a win for the sector in increased efficiencies and profit margins. 

· Call Number 5 – Collaborate Through A Coalition of the Willing constituted by those among us who believe that climate change exists and green industry is socially, economically and environmentally beneficial. 

Friends, the world has never been changed by spectators and naysayers. It has been changed by men and women of action. 

Barbados is here at COP to take action. 

Thank you. 
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