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Janine Felson is a senior level diplomat of the Government of Belize.  She has served as legal counsel in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission 
of Belize-United Nations. She has been and continues to be a principal advocate for the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) and the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) in complex international 
negotiations on global development policy, climate change, climate finance, law of the sea and oceans 
governance. She held leadership roles throughout her tenure at the United Nations including legal 
advisor to the President of the General Assembly (2013-2014), CARICOM lead negotiator for the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development (2015), AOSIS lead finance negotiator (2014 – present), and deputy 
chair and chief strategist for Belize in its role as AOSIS Chair (2019-2020).  She has served on the Board 
of the Green Climate Fund, on the United Nations Secretary General’s High-level Expert Group on the 
Net Zero Emissions Commitment of Non-State Entities (2022) and recently concluded facilitation of Part 
II of the new treaty on marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction under the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (2023). Janine is presently an Enterprise Fellow of Melbourne Climate Futures, University of 
Melbourne Law School, where she is supporting the development of a research hub for the Indo-Pacific Region, as its Inaugural Head, with a 
focus on thought leadership and capacity building in adaptation and resilience.  
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