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How can adaptation indicators be effectively used?

» Measurement standards
» Interpretation

» Link to decision making
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Indicators need clear measurement standards

Indicator examples: A review of the use of the indicator “number of

. Number of beneficiaries beneficiaries” by GCF projects found:
- ‘“the heterogeneity of the assumptions and

calculation methods makes a comparison of
expected number of beneficiaries difficult, if
not impossible.” (Pauw et al., 2020)
«  Number of disruptions to basic services
attributed to disasters (indicator “D5" in
UNDRR)

Pauw, P. et al. (2020). Number of

Grantham Research Institute . . beneficiaries as an indicator for
and the Environment @Timoleiter Adaptation: do the numbers add up?
GCF Monitor, April 2020.



https://dspace.library.uu.nl/bitstream/handle/1874/396887/Pauw_et_al_2020_No_of_beneficiaries_GCFMonitor_ed2.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://dspace.library.uu.nl/bitstream/handle/1874/396887/Pauw_et_al_2020_No_of_beneficiaries_GCFMonitor_ed2.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Interpreting indicators

Indicator examples: Not all indicators are unidirectional
Water use per capita (UNSD #155) Increases do not necessarily indicate good
adaptation.

Water availability
.. . - Insituations of water stress, water efficiency is
* Municipal waste collected per capita important, which would be indicated by

(UNSD #156) lower water use per capita.

Increases in water availability can be
unsustainable, e.q., if taken from aquifers
that don’t replenish

Grumhyrn Research Institute . .
e Emviorenent , @Timoleiter



Simpilistic indicators — important shorifalls

“Numlber of countries with a national
adaptation policy instrument”

National plan, strategy, law or policy in place

R - - -

N/A Mo In prograss  Yes

Criteria for adeguate and
effective adaptation planning

1. Comprehensiveness

1.7 Options address assassed risks

Mumber of countries

EEEE——— @

2 Inclusiveness

2.1 Stakehalder engagerment

2.2 Dedicated process in placa

2.3 Gendar

3. Implementability

3.1 Central administration in charga
3.2 Requlatory instrurmants
3.3 Incentive-based instruments

3.4 Direct investment/funding

4. Integration

4.1 Harizantal integration

4.2 Vertical integratian

5. Manitaring and evaluation
5.7 MEE systam in place

5.2 Monitaring undartaken

5.3 Evaluation planned/undertaken

[ [ .

In progress/Partial - No

My blog post “Beyond simplistic metrics™:

Grun‘glmm Remrch Institute . R https://www lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/n
on Climate ange ews/beyond-simplistic-metrics-assessing-
and the Environment @TI mo Lelier global-progress-on-adaptation-to-climate-

change/

UNEP (2020). Adaptation Gap Report,
Chapter 3: Adaptation planning (A.
Moehner, M. Navi, F. Tawfig)



https://www.unep.org/resources/adaptation-gap-report-2020
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/news/beyond-simplistic-metrics-assessing-global-progress-on-adaptation-to-climate-change/
https://www.unep.org/resources/adaptation-gap-report-2020

Global stocktake of national adaptation M&E systems

How many countries are tfracking progress?

Two approaches:

Intention-based

Statements of infent about
M&E, e.g. in NAPs, NDCs or
National Communications

Evidence-based

Evidence that NAP M&E is
under development or in
operation

Chapter 3in
the

Adaptation

Gap Report
2020

Adaptation Gap
Report 2020

Examples of evidence are:

« Progress or evaluation reports

+ Documents outlining the
development of NAP M&E
systems

+ Information from people
involved in the development
process of the M&E system

Contents lists avalable ar 5

Environmental Science and Policy (S
ELSEVIER joumnal homepage: www.olsevier comiocassienvaci
L))
=

Do governments track the implementation of national climate change
adaptation plans? An evidence-based global stocktake of monitoring and
evaluation systems
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Progress since 2017

25 Significant progress since 2017
+ The number of countries engaged in developing
or applying mechanisms that frack NAP

20

doubled

15

1

Number of countries
o

Early stage Process  Advanced Monitoring Evaluation
stalled stage system published published
before 2015 approved

m 2017 m2021

Fig. 2. Number of countries per NAP M&E stage in 2017 and 2021.

implementation has increased by 40% since 2017.
The number of engaged developing countries

But gaps remain
60% of countries that adopted a NAP are not
tracking its implementation (1)
Many still remain in the development process of
adaptation M&E systems
I II II Only three LDCs reporting so far

Grantham Research Institute . . 2017 baseline from the ﬁwﬁ
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Role of indicators

> Used by most countries, but:
» Indicators are only one part of M&E

Adaptation metrics:

>  Evaluations typically place more importance on experiences of e

adaptation results

what works which cannot be fully captured through indicators
(example: Germany’'s NAP evaluation)

> Indicators good for some type of information, but not others

» Indicators have limitations, e.g. not good at answering HOW or
WHY change happened (Leiter & Pringle, 2018)

» Indicators can also direct aftention away from important factors
that might be more difficult o measure

> Do indicators provide the type of information that is needed?

Pitfalls and potential of

. . w“ge ” measuring climate change
Seek |nd|co’ror§ ’rh.c:’r are f}i for purpose _ . adaninticn ook
Supplement with information needed for proper interpretation adaptation metrics
Grantharm Research Institute Report Leiter, T. & Pringle, P. (2018). Pitfalls and
onClimats Change , @Timoleiter from pofenﬁo{ of measuring climofe change
Grenada adaptation through metrics. UNEP-DTU.



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/323838261_Pitfalls_and_potential_of_measuring_climate_change_adaptation_through_adaptation_metrics
https://climatefinance.gov.gd/embedded-pdf/developing-a-climate-adaptation-monitoring-and-evaluation-system-for-grenadas-national-adaptation-plan/
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T — measuring climate change
Effective adaptation assessment frameworks and metrics are essential for tracking and assessing climate change s
adaptation actions and progress. If used properly, adaptation metrics can enhance our understanding of what works a a p a I o n ro ug

and what does not work, why, and under which circumstances. Adaptation metrics are central to the learning pro-
cess, as well as in guiding future adaptation efforts.
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there is already sufficient knowledge to help guide future efforts. This paper highlights the following emerging
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