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Risk framing in IPCC AR6
The three Working Groups have adopted a common risk framing 
(Cross-Chapter Box 1.3)

Def: ‘potential for adverse consequences for human or ecological 
systems, recognising the diversity of values and objectives 
associated with such systems. In the context of climate change, 
risks can arise not only from impacts of climate change, but also 
from potential human responses to climate change. Relevant 
adverse consequences include those on lives, livelihoods, health 
and wellbeing, economic, social and cultural assets and 
investments, infrastructure, services (including ecosystem services)

Climatic impact-drivers: CIDs are physical climate system 
conditions (e.g., means, extremes, events) that affect an element of 
society or ecosystems. Depending on system tolerance, CIDs and 
their changes can be detrimental, beneficial, neutral, or a mixture of 
each across interacting system elements and regions.
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Cross-Working Group Box 1.1

Attribution in the IPCC: 
the process of evaluating the 
contribution of one or more 
causal factors to observed 
changes or events. 
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FAQ 11.2

Will climate change cause 
unprecedented extremes?

Yes, in a changing climate, extreme 
events may be unprecedented when 
they occur
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