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Agenda item 1. Agenda and meeting organization

Agendaitem 1.1. Opening

1. Mr. Martin Hession, Chair of the Supervisory Body of the mechanism established by
Article 6, paragraph 4, of the Paris Agreement (Article 6.4 mechanism), opened the
meeting and asserted that the quorum requirement was met.

2. The table below shows the attendance of members and alternate members at this
meeting.!
Table. Attendance
Members Presence Alternates Presence

Ms. Maria AlJishi @ Absent Mr. Duan Maosheng # Virtual
Mr. Eduardo Calvo ® In-person | Mr. German Obando Vargas® | In-person
Mr. Benedict Chia 2 Virtual Mr. Kishan Kumar Singh®* Virtual
Mr. El Hadji Mbaye Diagne?® | In-person | Mr. Tirivanhu Muhwati ? In-person
Mr. Piotr Dombrowicki 2 In-person | Mr. Imre Banyasz 2 In-person
Mr. Gebru Jember Endalew® | In-person | Mr. Olivier Ishimwe ° In-person
Ms. Olga Gassan-zade 23 In-person | VACANT 234
Mr. Felipe Ferreira® Virtual Mr. Charles Hamilton Absent
Mr. Martin Hession @ In-person | Ms. Angela Friedrich &° In-person
Ms. Jacqui Ruesga® In-person | Mr. Simon Fellermeyer® In-person
Mr. Mkhuthazi Steleki ° In-person | Mr. Alick Muvundika ® In-person
Mr. Zulfigar Younas® Virtual Mr. Kentaro Takahashi ° In-person

@  Term: 2 years, i.e. ending prior to the first meeting in 2026.

®)  Term: 2 years, i.e. ending prior to the first meeting in 2027.

1 Ms. Kristin Qui resigned effective 12 November 2024.

2 Nomination pending from CMA 6 (Baku). Current member remains in office until nomination is
received.

8 Nomination pending from CMA 5 (Dubai). Current member remains in office until nomination
is received.

4 Ms. Maia Tskhvaradze resigned effective 1 September 2023.

5 Ms. Helen Finney resigned effective 9 January 2025.

Agenda item 1.2. Adoption of the agenda

3. According to paragraph 46 of the Rules of procedure, the Supervisory Body received two
requests for addition to the agenda for its seventeenth meeting. The agenda of the
meeting, which was published as document A6.4-SBM017-AA,2 was adopted with the
following addition:

(a) Policy issues related to transition, arising from the letters to the Supervisory Body;

1 For detailed information on nominations and agreements made within each regional group, please refer
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) election and membership
page, available at https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/election-and-membership.

2 See https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/A6.4-SBM017-AA.pdf.
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(b) One additional letter received from a stakeholder under agenda item 5.

4, The Supervisory Body, at the request of the Chair, considered the additional agenda item
on amendment to the mechanism registry procedure.

Agendaitem 2. Governance and management matters

Agenda item 2.1. Membership issues

5. Members and alternate members of the Supervisory Body made available statements of
actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest with respect to the issues on the agenda
of this meeting, as reflected on the UNFCCC website.?

Agenda item 2.2. Strategic planning and direction

6. The Supervisory Body considered the draft annual report to the Conference of the Parties
serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA) at its seventh session
(CMA 7). It requested the secretariat to revise the report in collaboration with interested
members, for consideration at the next meeting and publication after the final Supervisory
Body meeting of the year.

7. The Supervisory Body took note of the update on the implementation of the
communications and outreach strategy.

Agenda item 2.3. Performance management

8. The Supervisory Body adopted its “Article 6.4 mechanism two-year business and resource
allocation plan 2026-2027”, as contained in annex 1 to this meeting report and took note
that it is based on a prudent management of limited resources and reflects the minimum
operational capacity required in the biennium to support the essential activities necessary
to operationalize the Article 6.4 mechanism, particularly the development of the
mechanism’s infrastructure.

0. While early implementation of the mechanism is progressing, the Supervisory Body is
facing a financial shortfall as revenue generation is currently limited. Even with
contingency measures in place, potential resource reallocation and fundraising activities,
a significant shortfall remains between available resources and the needs-based
allocation required to deliver on the Supervisory Body’s mandate. The Supervisory Body
has adopted this minimal operational capacity approach given the current financial
situation under which the body is operating. The Supervisory Body therefore invites the
CMA to assist in mobilizing resources to ensure the uninterrupted functioning of its
mandated work.

10. The Supervisory Body requested the secretariat to support fundraising efforts to be
undertaken by the Chair and Vice-Chair to secure funding for the full implementation of
the “Article 6.4 mechanism two-year business and resource allocation plan 2026-2027".
The Supervisory Body underlined the importance of communication and outreach in
support of the mechanism.

11. The Supervisory Body took note of the updated workplan for 2025. The Supervisory Body
requested the secretariat to continue incorporating any new mandates arising from its
meetings into future iterations of the workplan and to provide regular updates on the status
of work.

3 Seventeenth meeting of the Article 6.4 Supervisory Body, available at
https://unfccc.int/event/Supervisory-Body-17.
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12. The Supervisory Body took note of the update of the Methodological Expert Panel (MEP)
workplan for 2025, as contained in annex 2 to this report. The revisions reflect the addition
of a virtual meeting of the MEP scheduled for 13 and 14 October, as well as progress
made on various agenda items under its consideration. The Supervisory Body also
requested the secretariat to incorporate any new mandates arising from its meetings into
future versions of the workplan and to provide regular updates on the status of the work.

Agenda item 2.4. Matters related to the Supervisory Body and its support structure

13. The Supervisory Body took note of the report of the fourth meeting of the Accreditation
Expert Panel (AEP) and welcomed the recommendation of the panel on the initial
accreditation cases. The report* summarized the work undertaken by the AEP, including
inputs received from accreditation assessment team leaders and an update on
applications received from designated operational entities (DOES) for accreditation under
the Article 6.4 mechanism.

14. The Supervisory Body took note of the reports of the sixth and seventh meeting of the
MEP and welcomed its recommendations on the draft “Standard: Addressing suppressed
demand in mechanism methodologies” and the “Concept note: Applicability of removal
guidance to emission reduction activities and vice versa”. The reports® summarized the
work of the MEP, including the products related to requirements for the methodologies,
activities involving removals, the revision of clean development mechanism (CDM)
methodologies and methodological tools, and assessment of bottom-up methodology
submissions.

15. The Supervisory Body noted the MEP’s ongoing work on implementation of the “Standard:
Requirements for activities involving removals under the Article 6.4 mechanism” related to
addressing non-permanence and reversals. The Supervisory Body requested the MEP to
prepare a single recommendation, identifying options where necessary. The Supervisory
Body underlined that, while the MEP is invited to explore the full range of potential
approaches to operationalize the requirements of the removals standard for consideration
of the Supervisory Body, it shall stay within the mandate set by the previous decisions of
the Supervisory Body including the removals standard.

16. The Supervisory Body, in relation to the request for clarification concerning the role of the
host Party in the removals standards, acknowledged that there is no need for specific
focus on “host Party roles” and decided to remove the “host Party roles” from table 1 of
the MEP workplan. The Supervisory Body requested the MEP to prepare a concept note
on options for the implementation of paragraph 62 of the “Standard: Requirements for
activities involving removals under the Article 6.4 mechanism” and agreed to the updated
MEP workplan for 2025. The Supervisory Body also requested the MEP to expedite the
work to develop a reversal risk assessment tool and report back on the progress on this
work at its next meeting.

Agenda item 2.5. Designated national authorities

17. The Supervisory Body took note that 113 designated national authorities (DNAs) were
established as of 7 August 2025, and 22 countries have submitted information on the
fulfilment of the host Party participation requirements.®

4 See https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/AEP004 report.pdf.

5 See https://unfccce.int/sites/default/files/resource/MEP006 Meeting report.pdf and
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/MEPOO7 Meeting report.pdf.

6 See https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/article-64-mechanism/national-
authorities.
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Agenda item 3. Regulatory and procedural matters

Agenda item 3.1. Governance

18.

19.

20.

The Supervisory Body took note of the information on “Governance issues of the expert
panel” and agreed to consider the balance between continuity and change related to the
term limit of the panel membership at its hext meeting.

The Supervisory Body took note of the update on “Implementation of the initial legal and
editorial review of the regulations and procedures approved by the Supervisory Body”.
The secretariat’s legal and substantive teams will continue their work to finalize the
proposed changes and recommendations in the remaining documents that have
undergone the initial legal and editorial review. This work will proceed in parallel with the
regular legal review of new Supervisory Body documents and/or amendments to existing
documents, in accordance with the "Procedure: Periodic structured legal and editorial
review system of the Article 6.4 Supervisory Body's regulatory documents"”, adopted at the
sixteenth meeting of the Supervisory Body (SBM 016).

The Supervisory Body requested the secretariat to ensure consistency across documents
through legal and editorial review, and to apply the Supervisory Body’s decisions and
documentation frameworks in the preparation of documents for its consideration.

Agenda item 3.2. Accreditation

21.

The Supervisory Body noted that no regulatory and procedural accreditation matters were
considered at this meeting.

Agenda item 3.3. Activity cycle

22.

23.

The Supervisory Body took note of the information on “Know your customer and anti-
money-laundering and financing of terrorism risk management for the Article 6.4
mechanism”.

The Supervisory Body considered the concept note on “Development of additional criteria
for safeguards and guiding questions for carbon dioxide removal activities and land use,
land-use change and forestry for the A6.4 sustainable development tool”, (A6.4 SD tool),
took note of the inputs received by the stakeholders, and requested the secretariat to
develop additional criteria and guiding questions for safeguards based on option 2
presented in the concept note’ as follows:

@) Development of additional criteria and guiding questions for safeguards for carbon
dioxide removal (CDR) method with technology readiness level (TRL) 8 and above,
i.e. (a) afforestation/reforestation, (b) soil carbon sequestration in croplands and
grasslands, (c) peatland and coastal wetland restoration, (d) agroforestry, and
(e) improved forest management, by revising appendix 1 of the draft Article 6.4
SD tool® presented at SBM 011. The revision shall be based on input received
during SBM 011 and take into account the requirements of A6.4-STAN-METH-001
and A6.4-STAN-METH-002;

(b) Development of additional criteria and guiding questions for safeguards for CDR
method with TRL 6 and above, i.e. (a) biochar, (b) direct air capture with geological
storage, and (c) bioenergy with carbon capture and storage.

7

8

See https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/A6.4-SBM017-AA-A05.pdf.

See https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/A6.4-SB011-AA-06.pdf.
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24,

25.

26.

27.

The Supervisory Body further requested the secretariat to develop the revised appendix
covering 23 (a) above for consideration of the SBM at a future meeting, together with the
review of the Article 6.4 SD Tool due in 2026.

The Supervisory Body considered and adopted the revisions to the “Procedure: Article 6.4
activity cycle procedure for projects” (ACP-P), the “Procedure: Article 6.4 activity cycle
procedure for programmes of activities” (ACP-PoA), as contained in annexes 3, and 4 to
this report. The revisions:

(a) Establish processes for the implementation of deviations from elements and
criteria of the A6.4 SD tool;

(b) Provide further timelines for renewal of crediting and PoA periods for activities that
successfully transitioned from the CDM taking into account availability of applicable
methodologies.

The Supervisory Body requested the secretariat to revise the “Standard: Article 6.4 activity
standard for projects”, “Standard: Article 6.4 validation and verification standard for
projects”, “Standard: Article 6.4 activity standard for programmes of activities” and
“Standard: Article 6.4 validation and verification standard for programmes of activities”, for
consideration at a future meeting, by providing criteria for request for deviation which
should as a minimum establish acceptable limits with respect to the significance and
severity of the impacts and potential implications of the unavoidable negative impacts.

The Supervisory Body requested the Secretariat to prepare, for its consideration at a future
meeting, an information note on the possible cases, and modalities for when the SBM
might consider deregistration of activities.

Agenda item 3.4. Methodologies

28.

29.

The Supervisory Body adopted the “Standard: Addressing suppressed demand in
mechanism methodologies”, as contained in annex 5 to this report.

The Supervisory Body considered the “Concept note: Applicability of removal guidance to
emission reduction activities and vice versa’, emphasized that the methodologies
standard applies to all activities, and expressed concerns with opening broad exemptions
as mentioned in paragraph 10 of the above-mentioned concept note that these
exemptions are apparently intended to benefit only very specific types of projects. The
Supervisory Body considered that the reasons for granting an exemption are stated in a
far too generic manner, and it underlined that the grounds for any proposed exemptions
need to be more precisely defined and clearly expressed. Further, the Supervisory Body
requested that the MEP, when implementing the “Standard: Application of the
requirements of Chapter V.B (Methodologies) for the development and assessment of
Article 6.4 mechanism methodologies”, and “Standard: Requirements for activities
involving removals under the Article 6.4 mechanism”, consider the exemptions to the
application of monitoring and reporting requirements only where these are required, and
that the MEP propose a clearer rationale and scope for the application of these
exemptions.

Agenda item 3.5. Registry

30.

The Supervisory Body considered and agreed to an amendment of paragraph 29 of the
mechanism registry procedure, as contained in annex 6 to this report. It requested the
secretariat to communicate the DNAs of this amendment and invited them to express any
concerns.
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Agenda item 3.6. Policy matters
31. The Supervisory Body held a discussion on the fraction of non-renewable biomass (fNRB)

32.

33.

34.

and discount factor for addressing leakage in the context of transition activities applying
CDM methodologies with risks of non-permanence in order to clarify aspects deriving from
stakeholder communications.

The Supervisory Body, at its 16" meeting, to safeguard environmental integrity of the
mechanism, decided to make an encouragement provision in the CDM activities transition
standard and procedure regarding re-evaluation of the fraction of non-renewable biomass
values and leakage factors, into a requirement. The Supervisory Body further clarified that,
as part of this re-evaluation activity participants may consider:

@) For the fNRB, the latest available default values, such as from revised “TOOL33:
Default values for common parameters” which was recently adopted by the CDM
Executive Board at its 125" meeting. Activity participants may also propose new
methodological approaches for calculation of fNRB values for consideration of the
Supervisory Body;

(b) For the discount factor for addressing leakage, the latest available default values,
such as the net to gross adjustment of 0.95 as that contained in the applicable
CDM methodologies or conduct ex-post surveys for determining the leakage factor.

The Supervisory Body further noted that the above approaches are applicable until such
time that the Supervisory Body adopts relevant tools or values under the Article 6.4
mechanism.

The Supervisory Body further clarified that for provisional requests for issuance of CDM
project activities and programmes of activities that successfully transition to Article 6.4
applying the CDM methodologies with risk of non-permanence:

@) No new verification is required if the activity participants use default values for the
fNRB and the discount factor for addressing leakage in accordance with
paragraph 31(a) and (b) above;

(b) A new verification is required if the activity participants choose to re-calculate the
values of fNRB and leakage factor using new methodological approaches and ex-
post surveys, respectively, for the fNRB and the discount factor for addressing
leakage.

Agenda item 4. Rulings

Agenda item 4.1. Accreditation

35.

The Supervisory Body decided to accredit for five years the following applicant entities:

(@) A6.4E-0002 “SustainCERT S.A.” (SustainCERT) for validation, verification and
certification functions for sectoral scopes 1, 3, 13-15;

(b) A6.4E-0003 “China Quality Certification Centre Co., Ltd.” (CQC) for validation,
verification and certification functions for sectoral scopes 1-16;

(© A6.4E-0004 “Japan Quality Assurance Organization” (JQA) for validation,
verification and certification functions for sectoral scopes 1, 3, 4, 13, 14;

(d) A6.4E-0005 “Earthood Services Private Limited” (Earthood) for validation,
verification and certification functions for sectoral scopes 1, 3-7, 9, 10, 13-16;
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(e) A6.4E-0007 “KBS Certification Services Ltd.” (KBS) for validation, verification and
certification functions for sectoral scopes 1-5, 7-10, 12-16.

Agenda item 4.2. Registration

36. The Supervisory Body, in accordance with rule 67 of the “Rules of Procedure of the Article
6.4 mechanism Supervisory Body”, version 01.0, and paragraph 43 of the procedure
“Transition of CDM activities to the Article 6.4 mechanism”, version 05.0, agreed through
an electronic decision to approve with modifications the request for transition for:

(a) PoA 5962 “International water purification programme”;

(b) PoA 10576 “Ghana Improved Cookstove Project by EWP in Republic of Korea”.

Agenda item 4.3. Issuance

37. The Supervisory Body noted that no issuance rulings were considered at this meeting.

Agenda item 4.4. Other rulings

38. In relation to the communication submitted under paragraph 44 (d) below, the Supervisory
Body agreed, on an exceptional basis, to allow remote inspection for PoA 10471, and
requested the DOE to include in the verification report details of the alternative means
used for verification, along with proper justification, in accordance with the guidance
contained in Appendix 1 of the Standard: Article 6.4 validation and verification standard
for POAs.

Agenda item 5. Relations  with forums and other
stakeholders

39. The Supervisory Body took note of the first Article 6.4 Global DNA Forum, which took
place in Panama on 20 and 22 May 2025.

40. The Supervisory Body interacted with the Article 6.4 DNA Forum Co-Chair, Ms. Cristina
Figueroa Vargas.

41. The Supervisory Body thanked Ms. Figueroa Vargas for the rich interaction with the
Supervisory Body and encouraged the Forum to continue raising similar issues related to
Article 6.4 DNAs.

42. The Supervisory Body requested the secretariat, in consultation with the Article 6.4 DNA
Forum co-chairs, to prepare an information note proposing options to improve Article 6.4
DNAs’ access to and participation in the Paris Agreement Crediting Mechanism (PACM),
including through consultation on the Article 6.4 manual and experience with regard to
reporting on participation requirements, as well as by leveraging peer-to-peer learning and
reflecting identified capacity-building needs.

43. The Supervisory Body further requested the secretariat to update the Article 6.4 manual
for host Parties’ participation in the PACM, on the basis of the consultations referred to in
paragraph 42 above, and in particular with reference to the experience of DNAs in the
preparation of reports on participation requirements and in the implementation of approval
and authorization requirements.

44, The Supervisory Body met with registered observers for an informal interaction during the
meeting. The observers presented their views on wide range of issues. The Supervisory
Body took note of the inputs and thanked the observers for their interaction. The list of
registered observers to this meeting is contained in annex 7 to this report.

9 of 13



A6.4-SBM017
Meeting report: Seventeenth meeting of the Article 6.4 mechanism Supervisory Body
Version 01.0

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

5l.

52.

53.

The Supervisory Body considered five communications submitted by:
(@) DNA of Ghana;

(b) Ecoeye Co., Ltd.;

(© Climate Change Center;

(d) Earthood; and

(e) International Association of Validation and Verification Bodies;

The Supervisory Body agreed to respond to these communications referred to in
paragraph above 45 in accordance with the procedure “Direct communication with
stakeholders”

With regard to the communications submitted under paragraphs 45 (a-c) above, the
Supervisory Body agreed to respond in accordance with clarifications provided under
agenda item 3.6 above.

With regard to the communications submitted under paragraph 45 (d) above, the
Supervisory Body agreed to respond in accordance with clarifications provided under
agenda item 4.4 above.

The Supervisory Body took note of the Designated Operational Entities (DOE)/ Applicant
Entities (AE) calibration workshop held in Bonn, Germany, from 15 to 16 July 2025, which
was attended by 21 entities. The Supervisory Body encouraged DOES/AESs to participate
in future DOE/AE calibration workshops as organized by the secretariat.

The Supervisory Body took note of the communication sent to the UNFCCC secretariat by
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) secretariat, requesting information on
the latest updates related to the PACM. The Supervisory Body requested the secretariat
to complete the information request, reflecting the approved standards and guidance
approved by the Supervisory Body and the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of CMA.

The Supervisory Body also decided to send an information request to the Technical
Advisory Body (TAB) and the ICAO Council through the ICAO secretariat on the different
implementation elements related to Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation (CORSIA) that are related to Article 6.4 mechanism.

The Supervisory Body considered public comments on the documentation of this meeting,
which were made publicly available on the UNFCCC website, and thanked stakeholders
for their comments.®

Observers to SBM 018 shall register with the secretariat three weeks before the start of
that meeting. Any change to the meeting date will be communicated as appropriate.

Agendaitem 6. Other matters

54.

The Supervisory Body agreed to the revised calendar of meetings for 2025, as contained
in annex 8 to this report, and endorsed the MEP's recommendation that an additional
virtual meeting of the MEP and the SBM be added, with the possibility to revisit the duration
of the additional SBM meeting at SBM 018. The purpose of the additional meetings is to

9

See https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/article-64-mechanism/calls-for-input.
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facilitate the completion of work on methodological items before the end of the year. The
meetings will be scheduled as follows:

(a) MEP 009, scheduled for 13—-14 October 2025;
(b) SBM 019, tentatively scheduled for 29—-30 October 2025.

55. The Supervisory Body agreed to the provisional agenda for its eighteenth meeting, to be
held in Bonn from 6 to 10 October 2025, as contained in annex 9 to this report.

Agenda item 7. Conclusion of the meeting

56. The Chair summarized the main conclusions of the meeting.

57. The proceedings of the open sessions of the meeting can be accessed via on-demand
broadcast.°

10 See https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBcZ22cUY9RKGmMT38Au-ucwSR 7nCXall.
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Annexes to the report

Annex 1 -

Annex 2 -

Annex 3 -

Annex 4 -

Annex 5 -

Annex 6 -

Annex 7 -

Annex 8 -

Annex 9 -

Information note: Article 6.4 mechanism two-year business and resource allocation
plan 2026—-2027 (version 01.0)

Information note: Workplan of the Methodological Expert Panel 2025 (version 03.0)
Procedure: Article 6.4 activity cycle procedure for projects (ACP-P) (version 03.0)

Procedure: Article 6.4 activity cycle procedure for programmes of activities”
(ACP-PoA) (version 03.0)

Standard: Addressing suppressed demand in mechanism methodologies
(version 01.0)

Procedure: Article 6.4 mechanism registry (version 02.0)

Information note: List of registered observers at the seventeenth meeting of the
Supervisory Body (version 01.0)

Calendar of meetings of the Supervisory Body for 2025 (version 03.0)

Provisional agenda: 18th meeting of the Supervisory Body (version 01.0)
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List of documents that have been edited or issued since the
last meeting

Regulatory documents
e Workplan of the Supervisory Body 2025 (version 02.0)
o Workplan of the Accreditation Expert Panel 2025 (version 02.0)

o Workplan of the Methodological Expert Panel 2025 (version 02.0)

¢ Meeting report: Sixteenth meeting of the Article 6.4 mechanism Supervisory Body (version
01.1)

e Procedure: Transition of CDM activities to the Article 6.4 mechanism (version 05.1)

Forms

¢ Addendum to design document for CDM activity transition request (version 03.0)
e Agenda for opening and closing meetings (version 01.1)

e CDM activity transition to Article 6.4 mechanism approval form (version 03.0)

o CDM activity transition to Article 6.4 mechanism approval form (version 03.1)
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