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IWM what has to do with gender?

IWM: a integrated and coordinated 
development and management of 
multiple use of water, land and 
related resources withing a 
watershed. 

The objective is to maximise the 
social/economic welfare and the 
food security (sovereignty) in an 
equitable manner, without 
compromising the sustainability of 
vital ecosystems and the 
environment (GWP, 2010).

Gender is a crosscutting approach 
to IWM
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Equity?



Efficiency? Example of a large scale Irrigation (LSI) in Peru

LSI

 Usually divest water 
from the head of 

watershed

 Leaving small farmers 
and women without 
access to water

 Ecological flow of the 
river damaged

 LSI uses huge volume 
of water to produce 
export oriented 

 Flow of water (and 
power) to rich 
countries



Water flow (virtual water) into Europe

Source: Mekonnen, M.M. and Hoekstra, A.Y. (2011) National water footprint accounts: the 

green, blue and grey water footprint of production and consumption, Value of Water 

Research Report Series No.50, UNESCO-IHE, Delft, Netherlands.

http://waterfootprint.org/media/downloads/Report50-NationalWaterFootprints-Vol1.pdf


Environmental sustainability?

Focus on: plantations: 

water intensive 
monocultures

Promoted as NbS, 
REED+

Eucalyptus, pines 

and Palm oil
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