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A hierarchy of intentions

Adaptation M&E: Indicators, synergies & capacity needs – Timo Leiter

Vision

Goals Targets

Implementation
Policies, plans, programmes, actions etc.  own objectives

UNCCC: „ultimate objective“

Sendai F.: „expected outcome“

Agenda 2030: transformative vision
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M&E system
• Governance / institutional arrangements

• M&E methods (+/- Indicators)

• Communication & reporting

SF: 1; SDGs: 17 SF: 7; SDGs: 169

PA: Several goals, some with subordinate
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Adaptation indicators

➢ Different purposes for M&E 

require different indicators

➢ There is no global universal 

adaptation metric

➢ Indicators need to be specific to 

the purpose of M&E & context

➢ Indicators have limitations: don’t 

explain WHY or HOW change 

took place

Leiter, T. & Pringle, P. (2018): 

• Pitfalls and potential of 

measuring climate adaptation 

through adaptation metrics.

ResearchGate

Open access

March 2018
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Country-specific adaptation M&E systems

Numerous countries are developing adaptation M&E systems 

• Aim: better understanding of adaptation progress

• > 40 countries are developing adaptation M&E systems

• Some consider interlinkages to DRR (Sendai) and SDG monitoring

Country cases:

• Bolivia

• Finland       France

• Germany    Kenya

• Mexico        Morocco

• Mekong River Commission

• Norway  Nepal

• Philippines  PPCR  UK
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Colombia

South Africa

Cambodia

Moldova
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Challenges and capacity needs

• GIZ on behalf of the German government has supported several 

governments in the development of national adaptation M&E 

systems (for details: GIZ’s submission to UNFCCC 2017)

Common challenges

• Capacity on adaptation M&E

• Many actors involved: complex & time consuming development

• Coordination across levels of government

• Availability and accessibility of data

• Data / IT infrastructure

• Interlinkage with existing/related M&E systems

• Resources to operationalize M&E
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321255476_Adaptation_Indicators_-_Submission_to_the_UNFCCC_Nairobi_Work_Programme_by_GIZ
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Thank you very much for your attention!

Timo.Leiter@giz.de

@TimoLeiter

ResearchGate: Timo Leiter
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